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CHAPTER I. 



SoOK after i)e JjAuhfr^ had left Mari 
gittet^ Jaqti^scatne to bring het^sapput; 
whidi, wh^ he w&s pladng on the t^' 
blei AMed ssAd — ^^ Have you nbt soii^e* 
wMSUfil in the caisrtte? I^huve bearA' 
thi&^dlstatit 80imd-of raU^ ibr these fei^' 

days pittt^ 

J^qi^l^ ansif«0ed in the afflmiativ6, 
addlKGr thal^ the muftieidti wm an Ethio- 

ddlL 

*'9«ral^i^ said M«r||li»lt^ after J«qttte 
To&iin:) B left 
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6 ST. MARGARET'S CAVE ; 

" you have a pretty bird there ; if you 
put it in a cage, I will set it free." 

Jaques placed the dinner, while Cuth- 
bert mended the fire. The. courtly lac- 
key then, making his obeisance, ordered 
Cuthbert to do the same. The minstrel 
obeyed, saying, as he left the chamber — 
" Remember what I have said; 1 will 
set the bird free, let it cost what it will." 

^ Strange P said the dame, as they 
shut the door : '* what all this means I 
cannot tell ; but surely this minstrel is 
no idiot: vacancy of countenance, and 
imbecility of action, are ever the marks 
of idiotism. This youth, notwitibstand- 
ing his complexion, possesses none oi 
these. His features are intelligent, his 
person uncommonly well formed, and 
his manner to me appears ra&er affected 
than natural. Observed you that he 
said he sung with the owl, and that he 
said he would set the bird free? His 
words, I deem, had an import, which he 
could not express before Jaques, and I 

have 
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OR, THE nun's story. 7 

have now no doubt it was him who sung 
under our window." 

" I should be of your opinion," replied 
Margaret; "but we have no friend but 
Austin, and from him isuch a messenger 
could not come." 

Notwithstanding the hopes raised by 
the foregoing circumstance, Margaret's 
persecutions appeared to increase. Lord 
De Launcy introduced to her the young 
man he designed for her husband. His 
name was Stratford — a creature of his 
master's power, and accustomed to trans- 
act whatever be would command. Mar- 
garet received him with' contempt ; she 
did not even deign to listen to him, but, 
shutting herself up with the dame in her 
innier chamber, left him to himself 

Lady De Launcy vowed vengeance: 
her son-in-law secretly exulted ; but the 
lord De Launcy swore he was not to be 
foiled by a girl, and resolved to conquer, 
if not with her consent, by violence. . 

Richard De Launcy, at this juQ^iHESe^ 

B 4 was 
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rfv^SiftP uuweVx>me imna<;^, m^iin .con- 
sequence, his father cletefmlqcud |o w- 
^qme him. ^e baron's sstay in North- 
jiml^rl^d had beai {^qlonged beycm^ 
,what wps at&T^t ^inteodefl^ :an4 he easily 
framed an excuse, to send Bjichapcd to 
m{^ jhis apologies to the king. IJope- 
]b^ Sf^nm S^^rgaret's condjoct jtow^^s 
h\v(i, and Amfthle to foiyj^ :my Tf^N^fV^ for 
hi^ iM^> ^e was qecesi^tajl^ ,tp li^HUK^fit, 
though :VKn4er ft permission t;o ij^tw^ ^s 
^oedUy ashe .qould p^iire t)ie king's 
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CHAPTER II. 



Ok tte eveidhg {Jrevious to Hichard's 
def>lu^tute9 a silmpttrous entertainment 
was provided, and all the nobles within 
many miles were invited: the castle re- 
sounded with mirth, and the domestics, 
in imitation of their snperi<»s, glutted 
themselves \tifh wine, till dmost unable 
to petlSirm their duty. Cuthbert, as 
usual, attdhded iil the hall, and, during 
rni ilrtefval from his music, Richard De 
iMiney, to create mitth, addressing him 
saidi— ** What sayest thou, fool ?— wilt 
thou go to court with me ?'* 

'' Is there a wa!ht of fods thet^e, mas- 
ter ?" .replied Cuthbert, in his usual va- 
cant manner : ^ I thought you were go- 
ing thither yourself.'* 

^ ' B 5 '^Dost 



1 ST. maegaret's c aye ; 

'^ Dost thou mean that I am a fool ?" 
repUed Eichard, angrily. 

'' Oh no, good master ; I only feared 
to overstock the market." 

" Thou art a knave,** returned he : 
*t but I repeat, if my father will spare 
thee, I will take thee with me." 

" Not to court, surely, master? you 
cannot want knaves there. If you do, 
I am ready ; but what is to be given 
away ?" 

" There is scarcely aught to be given 
to such a fool as thee.'* 

" Cry your mercy," answered Cuth- 
bert : " if you give only to wise men, 
I presume the king has a thin company." 

Lord De Launcy looked attentively at 
Cuthbert. — ** Thou hast been drinkii^ 
wine," said he ; " if thou dost so again 
I will correct thee." 

" Will you correct all the lackeys that 
drink wine?" returned Cuthbert.. 

" All ; so remember, lest . thou art 
included in the number." 

" Marry, 
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OB, THE mr^B S¥0»T. • 11 

•* Marry, yotfU haye a good breath- 
ing then, for we have all drank wine.— 
But, master, who will correct 3rou ?"* 

" Na one; I have a right to act as I 
please.** 

" And who gave you a right ?** said 
Cuthbert 

" My rank — ^my fortune.'* 

** Oh, ho r replied he ; ** I understand 
now— -drunkenness is a peculiar privi- 
lege." 

Cuthberf s pertinent replies entertain- 
ed the guests, who, amusing themselves 
till the night was &r advanced, at length 
separated. 

Cuthbertf s observations respecting the 
lackeys was strictly true, for before the 
hour of midnight, all were completely 
inebriated. Cuthbert appeared to con- 
sider their situation with attention, and 
did not fail to remark, that they had 
neglected to secure the gates. All bu- 
ried in sleep, and a single lamp burning 
in the haU, with careful step he stole to 

B 6 Margaret's 



Hmg^m'^ ap»r|i»e|itp 904 stTOf4? gently 
en %h0 #opr? The 4fP>e and h^r yoiith- 
fill cfasrge h^ rettwi tp r$rt, b*t itwt- 
ej ^ the noise, the lurst 6ay|Dg*-r»^ Who 
are you that disturbs us at this late hPW? 
Se assuired such fud/^es s^Q not pass 
unnoticed/' 

" Dear lady/* ani^weied b^ ^^ Qae word 
ibr t})0 lovf of {{ef^Yen ! . My bu wiess is 
youf PWn personal ssij^ty. I am fnar 
Austin's friend, and the friend of the 
lady Margaitet". 

Alice pauae^. She f^red tP opm the 
door; yet l(i|i0Wing that, if tb? i^tru^r 
spoke false, and was ill-disposec|« it iwuld 
be easily foroe^i she 4^^P9n0} to ad- 
mit hifn i tberefpre, ^4^g hipa l^ si- 
lent Vf hilp sh? preppred ifw tef re^epti^n, 
she dressed h^self ifk haste, 9^ 414 ^^ 
Margaret 

Alioe opei^e4 the d^r. Her l^p 
had iu>t b^ea. extiiiiguished : ^h^ wcwdit 
to bi^ ^a(^ but ft^rteil ba<^ wh^ dtfi 
dhiQf^yev^ it w^ Ci)thbf Ft, 

" Suffer 
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OB, THX 1SU]tff 8 6TDBT. . IS 

^' 9i;^[er .HO alarm; I am not wl»k I 
seem," said he, baring his ami— " bcfaoUI» 
I am no Ethiopian : my busineBS is to 
80t you iK». Friar Austin oan diq[K>6e 
of you in sa&ty, tili oppcnrtuiity serves 
toeonvey yea to the careof tiie abbess 
Adelaide. Lose no time. I faanf<e in 
yain waited fourtam days fw an cfipoF- 
tuniiy to serve you-^this night tibe in- 
ebriety of the domestios has furnished 
me with it.; therefore, if it be possiide, 
accompany me. I am ooBvinebd that 
you aie not in sa&ty here." 

Alice and Migrgaret paused. In the 
mind of the dame, fear arose tliat Cutb- 
bert might be employed for some sinister 
purpoaeby the lotdDeXioancy^and un- 
dak Ao JEippeaiaiKe of fiendsidp, be only 
dtaurtng thnu into a anarei 

^ You, say,*^ at length wplidd the 
dame^' '^that you are&fefaer Austin's 
in&ak, and, to« omifeas truty^ my bevrt 
speaks in your behalf; but it is ever 

good 
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gdod to .be cautious. What are you 
called?'' 

Leopold." 

Lec^ld !" repeated Margaret, warm- 
ly. " I have ;no longer* any fears: the 
L. who ««,» fe'llJg the only 
voucher of my mother's honour, cannot 
be doubted by Marg)Met.''t \. 

** May ishame be my praiion^'when I 
forfeit *he trUst you repose in me P re- 
plied he t ** but let us lose no time; the 
wish ! nearest Austin's heart is to place 
you in safety. . It is now >not more than 
an hour past iqidnight, i todt the domes- 
tics are buried in the heavinedsr <£ ratox- 
ication.'! * . ^ 

" The Viiighi direct u^ !"' lanswered 
Alice: f* tile advice of thelni»r is at this 
moment so necessary to Margfaret,' that I 
would almostl give my li^ to procure it. 
Retire for a short time: wfe will but tie 
up a change of garments, and then ac- 
company you;** 

Leopold immediately obeyed. De- 
scending 
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s«em:tidiing mto the ball, to hetrk0n if all 
remained quiet, the sound of steps struck 
on his ear, and, drawing aside, to his ut- 
ter astonidfiment Richard De Lauucy and 
two of his mai entered in close consul- 
tation. The names of Margaret &nd of 
Alice were frequently repeated, add at- 
tracted Leopold's iittention. 

'! It is the only opportunity that will 
ever occur," at length said De LaunQr. 
'' The bridge, through neghgenoe, is not 
drawn back, the keys are in the gates, 
and, ao my fleetest hofse, you may soon 
be safe firom pursuit*' 

** But think you not there wiU be 
danger of being overheard, if she goes 
not willingly ?** said one of tiiem ; *' and 
what shall we do with the old woman?'' 

'' We will bind and gag her," replied 
De Launcy. ** For Margaret, her apart- 
ment is so distant^ there is little danger : 
secure but her mouth while you cross 
the hall. Take the road to Edinbuigh ; 
it will baffle pursuit My father wiU 

have 
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hatte no mspioioiH As I shall not dipart 
tiM seven, and will then join you as soon' 
as possible. If her doors are secured, 
they must be forced. I have observed, 
ftom her itdndows that a lamp is always 
bttming m h^ chamber, so we will take 
no light thnmgh the gdleries, tot fear 
of discovery/* 

*' I can. plaee her on horseback before 
me,** said ^ne of the men, "* if we find 
her unruly, and Hiomas can oeoainonally 
reBeye me : but should any questions 
be as)ied, whftt reply shall^ we maice ?" 

'' Say that she hsu looped from he^ 
paii^nts, and that yoo ute takmg her 
bade. Go ikmif TbemMr pt«p^M? the 
horsey and htki^ them to the foot of the 
biidgie; Gfibert and I, in flie mean time, 
wilt wait another hidf hont^ to listen if 
all feiiiai& qvaei^ and then eotfvey her 
to tAitt. Away) #enie«»b«, n^ purse 
sliall repay thy sttviees." 

Thisf dSscMuw oslftvineed t^eopold 
that tO' escape witJ^ Maigaret was now 

impossible. 



wqt aitl b l e, <«nd aU ihat^ramamea iMSrto 
uraiQ^ her £rom motouse ;'tlienfore^ kar- 
Bing iPe Xiaune^ «id his menvheifaufaBn- 
p^ tl]ioiigh;tI»&ca$tile,;fi»tc9Md the^BteSp 
;tliww:the chatas MToss lAe 4na^»>4Mid 
j9tiaw^ tl^ pcMrtal.; tiMtn» a00c«aljag«tiie 
kejpil, h^jrepaured to the aimoufy, iaok 
a sword and a d^ggear, and returned 4» 
jlliE«ig|0retfs^idiamW to infold df the 
.diaeovoiy he had made. 

Tjhe most aeute Aans at the oMitel 
4eiiE€4.(<m bothMargsaret andiUiqe:; Jbut 
the giBwaiitioii ti£ Jjeopold m Mcsning 
the gates m soioe aaeasme Mtaiiaed 

^'Tmat toine;," said Jhe^ '' and I wBl 
atfunver witii ny life no miaehkf shall 
ensue. Secure yourselnes in yonr ^cham- 
h»% I wiU protect you firoDl insiilt.*' 

^'.Nf^ by jmat personal danger/ le- 
fitfd Maigaort:; '' I ouiboI; coMeirt to 
tJttt fllteiMlim'^ 

'' There is vo danger. Ill ^s eaase, 
howercr wpugnant io my nataan^ I will 

meet 
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meet fhitid with deception. They; will 
.xx>ine without fight, and doubtlees tin- 
aimed, for they have no idea of any re* 
sistano^ tiiat may need weapons. I^ 
bodily strength I am more than €qual 
to tiiem both, and, in case of necessity, 
have a 9word; but I am convinced I 
shall have no occasion to use it." 

Thfe sound of distantsteps at that mo- 
ment struck thetti.-^" Close your door," 
added he, <* and fear nothing : you shall 
see me again Mth^x it can be done with 
safety; but I doubt we must relinquish 
all hopes of escape this ni^t.** 

As he spoke he left them, Alice im- 
ploring the blessed saints to guard him, 
and Margaret, in her heabrt, repeating 
the same prayer. ;?r 

Leopold placed himself in darkness 
at the enhance of a narrow gallery, that 
the;. intruders must' unavxudably pass, 
and had not widted mbre/than a minute 
before lUchard De iiiduncr^ with his man 
drew near. They spoke in a whisp^, yet 
.:.•: loud 
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loud enough to be overheard by Leo- 
pold. — '^ Advance no further/' said he, 
in his natural tone of voice, which len- 
^ered him unknown to De Laun^; 
^* Margaret Fitzwalter has a protector, 
who will defend her from fraud and vil- 
lany at the hazard of his life. Is^ this 
lurking, like a midnight thief, to com- 
mit violence, on a defenceless maid, an 
action worthy the rank you hold in life?" 

'^ And who are you that thus presuoit to 
question me," returned De I^auncy, ** and 
dare to bar my passage in this dwelling?'' 

** The friend of innocence — one who 
would ^com to ill-treat a woman— one 
who, if you ^^emst to; advance a single 
step further, w3l cros^ your nlken form 
to atoms." 

Though De Lauhey loved Margaret, 
his affection for himself was yet stronger, 
and made him involuntarily draw back, 
while Gilbert, courteous with wine, /^ 
advanced, but in the att^npt . to pass, 
received so severe a blow from Leopoid's 

clenched 
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diaiched ^fauiA, w levelled Uma wiih 'die 
gnnnid.--^'' fidw like you ^:&t ?" said 
lie, dibt 'imowing on whidi ^he hafl 'be- 
(Stoired tte stroke. ** It is but to teack 
^txiwtet to expect. I'hme weapons^ 
but^wiH^notuse thetn, unlesis compelled; 
^erefore begone ! I *will hold no further 
pmley wiiH^ you." 

Bo *^yteg, ^he lidvanced towards De 
iLauney, ^hb, tkoergii he letre&ted, n- 
^ivei.wtefie&AWifl^^/tMke&. Fcr'Gilbert, 
^m^ epe^m^ (bad ^bem sv^deiit, and, 
laldtig the ^d '(If Ms mastei^ he left l^e 
^^try ^^j^iMdillf <as :p0883de. 

Ij^^ffkM purscied theili to the <«to^ t)f 
itift oon^^r, «nd fce»?d them descend 
Die Mairs ; 4bM befi»e 4hey 'had readied 
half way, a voice, which Leopcdd <x)n- 
cfcHed to lie that c£ Thomas, e!)cclaim- 
<e4 in « idw birt; feaiinl abomt— > Mas- 
tw, are 5t)u 4fli«mt The devil, I tUftk, 
« ribrMd to-^ig}ft> Ifer the gates are now 
ia8 ctesed, bMhN^, ^nd double lodkied. If 
you have Ibe My Margd^riet, I know not 

what 
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wiiflft ime shall <db vnAi htOftSot^it isiimt^ 
pQSfiUbletto get:tiiie famrsta" 

lau^ter. 

'<Ah^ too isurely it is. the dorS^'' re? 
plied Gilbert^ '^timrXioimmAA aim.oouUb 
deal such a blow as I have received^ 
Tjaesyi doaslt scnqplftte iw)a0p«r bnei that 
loid Fitzwahei^fi spirit: is;n€xk< siribbfiedi 
respeetiiig his i daughter.; aadif so, it)ii^ 
that has raised t this oombntioa? bat) 
hweafter she mayv skqp ioi^^Sfttjxf&mumdf 
fov-iiothing skaUb tempt t me to^ sinrb an- . 
otber encounter;^' 

'^Eetch me ailightifiroDiL^the^baU^T 
said I>e Laimcgr^; '^ Ilam reaolvedl:^ ex«:> 
aBaJAe that pavt of the castk^ and dwKM. 
vert who is concealed ttharo^' 

/' I? will wittingly fetdi) a/tUmpif'iDiii. 
swerttdOilbert; '^bHAths^devilitakeitiioi! 
if I ^ttetaipt ttif^a&tr *attf|dkr I I liktemot t 
yottB^ghtsmambuah: neKtitinelJaia^v 
pecliqpagetadagginr^ff pitti^ itt myigiilB;? 

'^IimEsweav;' '8nd;TiK»Hi% ""tfaitt 

whm 
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when I first spoke with you in the hall 
the keys were in the gates; but now 
they are chained, locked, and barred — at 
least I judge so from the portal ; and I 
am convinced there is not a human crea- 
ture except ourselves stirring in the cas- 
tle.^ 

De Launcy, accompanied by his men, 
then examined the gates, which they 
found securely fastened, and the keys 
removed. He then proposed to them 
to take lights, and attend him in search 
of the person that had treated them so 
roughly : but anger or -persuasions were 
alike vain to influence them to accom- 
pany him. To make the search alone 
he had not courage, and was not with- 
out his surmises that by some means 
his &ther had discovered his intention, 
and had taken this measure to frustrate 
it : but who the person employed to at- 
tack him could be bewildered his ima- 
gination; his speedi and conduct pro- 
daimed him no domestic ; and for the 

guests. 
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guests, they were caslial »equaintaiioe, 
rather entertained through pride than 
friendship, aod to - whpm he was con- 
vinced lord Do IjAimity would never 
confide such a trust. The stranger, too^ 
had said he was arm^, but, unless, com- 
pelled, would not me his weapon. In 
that trait he condpded he discovered his 
Other's commaikUi ; but, confused by a 
thousand doubts, h^ knew not how tO! 
fix on any, till at length, dismissing hif. , 
men, he retired to his chamber. 

Left to himself, other thoughts took 
place. His rival, pr the rfxan his fath^ 
wished to make . so^ was in : the castle ;; : 
and who so likely to he watching in the 
avenues of Margaret's apartment ? Yet, 
again, the voice did not seem his, nor 
could he suppose he was sufficiently 
powerful to strike such. blows as even. ^ 
himself had received. ; ; / . 

The last and most torturing thought . . 
that ocGux;i:ed wa^ thait. Margaret had a, , 
fitvoured lover : but what or who could 

he 
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heiw?« Duiwg'tlietiine thirtr hehad- 
bMR at the caatie, however' minutfei^ki 
hi» inquiries, he had been led to thuilri' 
sfae^ had no attadbtnent beyond thutx^ 
friaadship, and that alone &r the fria». 

Stoew efBt so lightly the seed6 of -jea^ 
lousy, andthey grow and mcrease apac«: 
The* mdte he revolved; the^ mope llM^ 
sutippsitkNft gained grouifd: the voiee^^ 
thut had accosted him )i^ ikw' thoflght 
sonnded libe Austin's ; the* friar^s un^* 
common attaehiiaeat to Margaret; h^ 
coiistanfe visits 'to his cell; and lastly, her 
refusal of his'offisrs^ and the visible dis-' 
like'wiHi i^efai Austin had listened to 
his {itroposds. 

Ta counterbahtti^ee these surmines^ he^ 
r^led:ed bn the age of Austin, bispalUd 
andcareAvom person^, his ^apparent san{S 
tit^, the constant atCenddn^ of* AMce in^ 
all Margaret's visits to the^cavet and; td" 
p(mi{d[ete the whdle, he'reealled to his 
memory ' th^diseoufse' he^had'ovMheard^ '- 
at the d»pe). That' bfespoke'tioCMIang^ 

beyond 
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Mj^ond p^UM alf^bh, and; delil^^ 
rately weighed, banislted flie rising jest 
Idiiiby, a^d fixed his suspicidri^ wh^ 
tK^ h^d at flM directed— on his father: 

This' idda, thoiigh far £rom pleasing^ 
111^ more supportable t^ the tKoiighl* 
c^aHTaVoured rival-^it baiiisliedfhe acutcr 
d^ir)^ he had td search the pai% of thd 
c^iQ^wheife Mai-gatets apartniefriis welr^' 
dtuated ; arid tihpugh he knew' riot how^ 
h^ slidald excilse his conduct t6 hi^' &- 
t'&d', he had no dbuht of'jMilIiatirig it'by 
« li^f)er cbnc^^ori. With these idea^ 
»# at^ J6ri^ rfetif^ to' bed^ resolved, 
hdW^er^ on rid a^urii' tb depart in the 
iftfttbing, but to fefgri sickness iri drd^^ 
tttjiplVeritit: 

Ift' tV6 m^n titri^, Ledpdld* v^i&Xi^ 
utlgr'aU w'ai agaSri' sil^rit, tlieh rbpdfrM 
to Mis^^f s ch'^riib^r, wh'd, with the 
mhk', w^s expe<;!in'g him ^th' the'ui. 
Mm ixtixieif. mifMkA to the'm'i^'ae' 
ma fiassM, im' pfS^bsedf ttiSi' ti^ey 

vbL III. c should 
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should now seize the opportunity, and 
adventure to escape. 

The intended violence of Richard De 
Launcy had redoubled Margaret's anx- 
iety to leave the castle, and with the ap- 
probation of Alice, she at once consent- 
ed. Leopold took the bundle of gar- 
ments they had tied up ; Margaret se- 
cured her dove, whom she declared she 
would not leave, and giving her arm to 
support the dame, prec^red by Leopold, 
they in darkness and silence passed the 
galleries, and descended the stairs. 
Crossing the hall, they reached the por- 
tal, which Leopold speedily unlocked, 
and letting them pass, secured the door 
after them — a precaution he also used at 
the gates, as he observed, that in case of 
discovery it would afford them tim^o 
escape before they could be pursued. 
On reaching the bridge, he drew up the 
chains, and in a few minutes they found 
themselves in the avenue that led to the 

hamlet. 
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hamlet. Here he would fain have per- 
suaded ihem to make a stop, to recover 
their perturbation ; but, anxious to be 
out of the purlieus of the castle, they 
declined it, and Lieopold entreating the 
dame to lean on his arm, they hastened 
to the friar's cell, 

Leopold first entering, called aloud on 
Austin. The fnar's mind was too much 
agitated for hi|||gleep to be sound, and 
instantly startingirom his bed of rushes, 
he exclaimed — " Heaven be praised! 
•tis Leopold's voice! — Displeased as I 
have been with your departure, my son, 
I am so greatly rejoiced at your return, 
that I have not words to express aught 
but satisfaction, as my heart whispers 
you will find an excuse for your absence." 

fhave brought it with me, dear fa- 
replied Leopold. ** Strike a light ; 
we have no time to lose : the lady Mar- 
giEiret and dame Alice are with me : be- 
fore day we must bestow them in safety.. 
They only wait your rising to enter." 

c 2 ** Heavenly 



.J •V. 



SB9i st; wuaaAaam'w caw; 

"* II w Hwaly piywew ! ficmc isi thippw^ 
sibte?'' seM. Austin/ hastity. ]rattih|^ oir 
bh oloakv ibr- fats ottter gaxtxrentk^htchmt^ 
bMn >tak6tti^off«: ** yom^ aitonisb tae\ ifv 

diM) my piBi^ewi audi bleGWOigs* ^MUt 
ever attend you." 

'^ Ii ewvie a< shaia^inTouv bl^sski^dter 
filtibep!'^ otieiA^< Mavgaveti xiv4fD now eitteit^ 
efekwidi' Alice; afid< ranM^ op tio' Auik 

1Hfr^a»i pitMerib ber ta bk ^boMn, «^ 
he ttl afaHTtAlstiB^ aiid^ ii^achliig^ bb fliiW 
ainksteol, .atrnfob^ «»Ugbt! If be biflMiQt«<# 
the llMph nofltetifig' 6to^ I:el^poldf«^ tee^ 
tbt: fltttoft starl^^-^'^ Holy Yirgtiif^^ 
eoDelaiixiod h)»^, ^ wbat meanstbiir? ' Su£t« 
ly. mjf^ eyea^dacefie me^P-^nvintr sUw i pM 
diBginatt baak tbcm dKumed^ my son |||^ 

**" Indeed;. Ai^err a»vlered;\ he, ^T: 
hfldl foBgoiteri) thot' clmlige made^ntiiiF^ 
ocnplesEiori^ orrwoold hafrer bifentaaek 
y4W0iCd1y> t#r{0M^eirttafi«pn8e: myiritlsfnai 
time. BiKel^soriatlMnr/laid.tbew 

the 
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the spot where you mean to conceal the 
lady Margaret, for when missed, she 
will doubtless be sought after." 

'' Astonishing youth !** said Austin 
aside ; ** for what wim3i^T^ art thou re* 
served, if any judgmeirt may be foitned 
from the beginning of thy life!-^Thou 
counsellest well,*' added he, turning to 
Jj^Qp^di ** an a plwe ^ m&tsy we «Miy 
^isepunie <nare^^ ^thfue ct^ents ibM 
naviT'Cws^ my wonA»J" 

^ myingf thay fv^parei ii» 4ep^t, 
Austin taking wiih iwn in^hxmm^' 
fm ffomdng fiiRe» » vessel £»r water, ahdf 
ali0 i#r»^ 4igg(i nBd 'fiviji; wiiioh the vjl: 

l9fjmhfdbmi^^ifnm^49fh^Ti^. 
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CHAPTER III. 



** *»# *>r *sr ^*^**^ *ir 



They walked hastily forward, and in 
silence, tiU they reach^ the path that 
crossed the mountains, where they were 
well convinced they should at that hour 
meet no other travellers. 

" I mean to conceal you," said Aus- 
tin, ^* in an excavation of the same moun- 
tain under which is my cell, but nesffer 
to the summit, and whose opening is 
from a hollow towards the sea, which at 
high-tide is overflowed — a circumstif^^ 
that will secure it from search, as no one 
in this vicinity, nor perhaps in any other, 
has ever explored it, but myself, and 
may imagine danger, when in reality 
there is none. The abode is doubtless 

dreary ; 
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dreary ; but your residence there, I trust, 
will be short, for, the first alarm over, 
no time must be lost to convey you to 
Germany ; for, once assured of yeur per- 
sonal safety, I can act without fear." 

Thus conversing, they reached the de- 
scent from the mountains, and, ^"^alking 
a short way by the shore, passed several 
deep hollows, all of which the sea over- 
flowed at highl^de. 

" Observe," said Austin, " in all these 
excavations there are deep, nay, perhaps 
bottomless pits at the extremity, save 
only that I have mentioned, which is 
perfectly safe : but a knowledge of the 
danger > of the rest leaves no doubt of 
any being exempt, to those who have 
not particularly examined them." 
^Austin, as he passed along, had col- 
lected some wood, as had also Leopold, 
and at length, reaching the spot alluded 
to, the friar stopped. 

^* We are unfortunate," said he, " for 
the sea has left the entrance scarcely 

c 4 passable 
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fft ST. ff^G^^m^'B CAY? : 

p^Bu^^ble fijr .M^oinen : liowev^er, in ^ fe^r 
miniites, .^e $hall not only ^laye pa^^ed 
^e iQQst unpleasant part, jhiiit, J ixv^^ 

As he spoJs:e, he entered^ and ^t^ldpg 
a Vf^t, yn^ Im lamp piepai^ tp iead 
tfeye pay, while ^eppold, throwing doi$^ 
the >9roQd and thp bvu^dle of garm^t^ 
1^ carried, with gp^Bt tendeme^ f^^^g^ 
up the good dame, and l^re her through 
1^ hoUo;^ to wh&ce t^W rodcy ho|1»m 
JW9S diy ; tib/en, w?th the speefi ,of liglMr 
niiig, her^med, and witjhQntgue^OQ,^ 
thoijigh ^he entre^^jted i^> the conti^^y, 
sn^ed up ^J^afgajret, and ^n fi^ 
her if> ^ety hy Alice, ^e thpn w^ 
h^, iand itched the garment^ ^^ 
wood, and feque?tiag the %thertol§ji4 
tb? Wfy, him^df folJawed tb^ w^?B?«b*^ 

The w^dje opening tpw^ds tlvf ^^ 
adffljtted sijflSfaent ^if to keep the^spjit 
dear from noxious vapfwji:?? a^^, h»|Wlg 
ijr^ked on fi) asg^ ^ q^ |WQ hun- 
^m4 ^t, t^ path si|d4e^y ^SPm 

steep 
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st^iq^ and xwfQw, AiIl of windings, with 
some jTew hollow« on eit W side^ ti^^men- 
daw to tlu^iriewihwQi the &int light which 
tb^ lamp w&t oyer them. Austin, lost in 
^OUQils thoughts respecting Margaret's 
situation^ jpfooeedadin sUaice; Marga-^ 
f^ md Alice, in terror «t the gloomy 
some befilf them, followed ; while Leo^- 
pold^ oorieeiving the feelings of eadi, 
apu^tt hy lively sallies^ such as he had 
never before shewn, to divert the minds 
of all Thus they proceeded, till at 
Ic^ngth they came to a turning where the 
pf^b widened^ and in a few moments 
biought tltem to a spot which was en* 
Uightened and «lred by the aperture at' 
the sunixpit of the mountain, 

Thdre they stopped to repose, and 
Auf tin» pointing with his finger, shewed 
them a recess, which he informed th^En 
must for the present be their dwdling. 

^VWdcoBoie be it, dear father," said 
Meignrest, '* if it secures me from the per- 
of the lc»d De Launcy and his 
Q 5 son ! 



; : :; » ;f ^ ri 
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son ! I shall have my good dame with 
me, and we shall see you every day." 

" I hope so," replied the father. 
'' B^t, dame Alice, you do not speak; 
I trust the courage you have shewn for 
years will not f&ilyou at this juncture." 

" Father," returned Alice, " if I have 
been silent, it arose from a motive which 
you cannot disapprove. I have, in won- 
der, been recalling to my memory a 

m 

circumstance unknown to all lAit nay- 
self: our present position awakened 
the remembrance, and, adoring the wis- 
dom of Providence, I cannot but think 
that all is working together for the great 
end we wish ; and that the spirit of the 
blessed Blanch, though in sleep, spoke 
truly, when it promised protection to her 
child under the vaulted roof of St. Mar- 
garet." 

Alice then related the dream that had 
so alarmed Blanch a few days before her 
delivery, and all joined in declaring it a 
happy prognostic. The active Leopold, 
then entering the recess pointed out by 

the 
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the ftther, kindled a blazing fire, and, 
leaving them for a while, during whic^h 
they sui&red some uneasiness at his ab- 
sence, at length returned, heavily Ij^en 
with rushes, moss, and whatever he could 
find idost proper to make them a bed. > 

During his absence, Margaret and 
Alice had related all they knew of his 
residence, and their own escape from the 
castle, as Austin had also his fears, not 
only on their account, but on Leopold's* 
He acquainted them that he had made 
repeated inquiries, and had also written 
to the lord De Launcy, but had received 
no answer but contemptuous language. 

Leopold arrived to complete the re- 
lation. He informed them of the art be 
Ittd used to gain entrance into the castle, 
and whatever had happened that they 
were unacquainted with. — " But," can- 
timied he, *' now it can be done with- 
out too much alarming you, I must in- 
form you th^t your flight has saved you 
from a danger equally as great ais that 
you had to fear from Richard De Laun- 

c6 cy. 



^ 81*. ||4«q4»W'9 P-^yv; 

cj. Hw. ff^tx^ wUo 0m«i4er«d g|e n 
tip ifUpt, tpfike mwe ff^y lyafofV IB* 

tiii«i be would fltberwUp li«T» #9W- 

TWft fl%js »»pe, I heard \m in WSUWt 
Qm^««[19ti<yt with hi9 ^waptgry, §^nfitr 
forct «|i4, tirni Wh«t di^cHBt^d 9eQt8i«if 
I fif^lfl g^thpr, h^ plodged his «fl!4 to 
f(«pe the My M»rgArpt to fiof«pt )^. 

'&m «Pf»lm ^ <« Fi«9t f'^ffm ^Iw^i^ 
^ili c{f « ni«ivi«(g«i cpnduclfd in the ^mI 

qf night; hut, 94 1 f«mip«eh$nfl«^ WUr 

tf) h» 4tt?mpted ^ fi^ the dsBM^tV!<» 

qif . ftiehiu;^ Pe hmmy. Thi# diWMWi* 

G|4ivi(iC0c( pie ^o time w<w to hp ^; 
%: thp\|gh I would hftve d«v«^ pQf 
li^ in 90 gfw\d 4 <»u8e, ]ir«t> Qj^ffmv^ 

h]f Autuhipr^ «tt wy ftfl9«t«> would hav« 

" (^enfs^w youth !" «a6ck^e^ AlijOfwi 
" tjm sejw^, of 9ME ohteg^i t iKuvtteyo^jt 

.written «n cmr h^sirt^ Heijifip gajY« 
>Swg««* ipeapA tc\ rejwy th^FIci ^ Itf p^ 

% PfvwAt w.hp i«iig{#9$.9i^ch 4»At9|tfnH 
of i^tlttu^a^ you VffUfas, witt himi^ 

re^iJK^ and «AkiM«i£iQfl99 th^m." 

" Father," 



": snd you, my gpo4 4«si^ oN(?r?f Wy 
W9f^ (Wd the piswise I ||U)]^e ^i the 

t^^^v^i jwUlcpn^idffl^tiwsyOTthm 
a m^i J^i^i 9^4 m he f»}i4 Um f9«> 

.i«T© l«Lve ^giit^bHl^ tft th§ My 

<rf: H^ 8^ 8Ul&<P^t 4 rewwd, that X 

^(H^- 50I fft^l it $if the werfth vi « 

t)^i^KP4 894i i9<|n M kffd I)e X-rftun^." 

*« 3ft»| J^e^p^ld W ^. wee hv»¥9 and 

PiM^r «»4 %t M^«aret wiU, wiiwi » 
higfwifwtt h». giPt$i(}U I h»v9 ne d«>ufat. 
But, xxnne— it is time we aet 1ih(K cixd«^ 
% y@ti e^us^ ;i^ vefreibmeiit, and I 
>i(ii^^ %^ caj!^ ym ^^ !W>Jl waQi }t." 
4i|sti% t^tifiii plifiifl th<» eg!ga t«i roaat, 

1^ ^ tii^ j^ w91 Ipe imMhQt ib* me li^ 

rfl^iii le %^ fi^pel, «« to raycali l» 

flii|ic|aii' 
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suspicion will doubtless light on me, and 
I shall be there to answer it/* 

** Oh, father !" exclaimed Margaret, 
" though I feel my courage would never 
sink in any abode while your presence 
supported me, yet when you are gone, 
I fear both for the dame and for myself;** 

" Leopold being missing, or, as they 
suppose him, Cuthbert," returned Aus- 
tin, " no doubt an active search will take 
place for him. He had then, I think, 
better remain for the present in one of 
the hollows lower in the mountain : it 
will not only ensure his own safety, but 
be a security for you, though I am con- 
vinced there is not the most distant oc- 
casion for alarm." 

" Father," said Leopold, " on laying 
down the bundle of garments when we 
cdme to your cell this morning, I also 
laid down a sword, which I hafe forgot- 
ten. I do not need it, for I have a dag- 
ger, which I secured at the same time; 
hut should a search be made there, it 
may awake suspicion." 

" I will 
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" I will seek it, and put it aside," re- 
plied Austin. " In the darkness of 
night, in all probability, you will see me 
again, or perhaps David, whom I shall 
hasten to inform of what has happened. 
Not the lord De Launcy's revenue will 
bring, the vassals here after midnight, so 
you need not fear being discovered by 
that means. You have fruit and eggs, 
£»id I will procure more against you see 
me again. At night we can fetch wa- 
ter from a spring that runs between this 
and the adjacent mountain." 

Atistin, as he spoke, rose to leave them. 
Alice clasped his garment, while Mar- 
garet pressed his hand to her lips. 

" Fie on you both!" said he: "this 
weakness is unbecoming of either the 
friend or daughter of William Fitzwal- 
ter. In this dwelling vice is not to be 
feared-*-it is under gilded roofs and in 
sumptuous palaces that she seeks a lurk- 
ing-place—in the luxuries of the loaded 
table, the flowing bowl, or the wanton 

dance: 
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4aDoe: it WAS tb^r? ^e ^^ firyt disoo- 
v«ire4 |»»Miitww tb^re she pouooecl, be- 

triijr«d( 4e«tr9yedr wd ciuced m*. No, 
my bejoyed <*iU»" wntiniwd h«, strug- 
gling tp QtvftQQmfi }u« emotjon, *' tbei« 

nooenoft Wpi)14 to H«av«n I had b«en 
ham, hrod, md died, in such a ratreiit ! 

th«n. iiid^ed, might I b»ve be^ h»ppy." 
" F^thtf*" i»id JUopold. wilUng tp 
divert th» ^UwiQursf!, " J will jrfil»te to 
the }^y MwgM«i^ «nd the ^piod dmne, 
the history of my wl^ «P I b«foift raieled 
it to yQ»v<-^t le«^ it wiU wwpt ni puss- 

ing tii« tiWB t^ ywjr r^tum." 

" Do sfk" imsw^Kd Atwtin ; ** tbovgb^^ 
nod oonne<5t«dly, they kiww it «b«ady 
tiyparatll. U wiU» hQW«v«r, «8 you sfty, 
b«gwile ^e bouu." 

Awtin tbeo «ga)D hnde tb«n vdiev, 
l4«(^;iQld» 4t bis desii:^ acoompanying 
bin tQ thi& boUov that «]SS>rdfid «» eQ> 
^awe& to tbi» di:«wy dwelling. 

Tb« ligtil tb»t beamad^Ktai the hk«^ 

• ture 



Qfi, yasp w^s^^Kv. Ill 

^UfisraKigtf s to ifvgfo^ mA MOi, fSh 
cqpt ikifiy «e1mKl t^ ^j^tm^^ vftf^' 
J9»%.Av«^ k^ powrted wt, §pt^ when 
the ^ 9t3^ t4{i^ wi^ jo^ipirdting h^at 
^eg^glMf llfanng the ,laq[q>, apoompanie^ 
^ Mier |1?U they cwie JQiewly ^ 4^^ 
^9^9^ th^ opaie4 imip^^lia^y t^Hv 
a^iipBR. Tlie^ Ifee M^r p^u^^^ Jk|y 
sop," »Hd lie, <^ X vj|^h$0 Ip ponygi^ 
Witf» fo» a .mf9in«n^ aliomf^ Fitlwwt j^^ 
iQg (1^ to#|B^ ^Si}Bi$ ip thi? fmiwl flf 
4^06 «r M^vgme^ I Ip^e A» 4<Mibt /of 
t^ m^ iisvta^ Scrutiny )b)eing mfi4e 
wbf^ |J^ 0ppiiep9(Biit |s i^j^^ffiir^re^; i^ 
xqid^ffai^l thjntk ^^ iiyycflne we: Jbut 
of ^ l^-^sswi^, I Wll *Ji|*»€?r.*»% th»9 
avoid it, as it will the more jjjyifdily 
hppg all ^ ^C09GilH#».- Whrt ? mamid 

(»qiw« ym ^ ^« m stff jKtippsciiipg 

« Uev^," ffifw^iefs^ JL«P|Wl4} ** iM^ 

•tole 
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stole the lady Margaret, and care not if 
the whole world knew the fact ; for I 
alone, if need be, will sufier for it .'* 

" Leopold,** returned Austin, calmly, 
" should our enemies even seize me, I 
will, by the power of the Franciscans, 
insist on being tried before the king ; in 
which case, I pledge you my veracity 
and honour, that I am sure of being re- 
leased. Observe me well : should, there- 
fore, what I suspect happen, to you I 
confide the care of Margaret. Apply to 
the fathers of Berwick for money ; pro- 
cure a vessel from the nearest port, and 
in the stillness of night convey your 
charge on board : deliver her safe to the 
abbess Adelaide, and leave the rest to 
Heaven.'* 

** Father,** answered Leopold, ** I am 
your son: do with me what you please. I 
will, if possible, fulfil your commands.*' 

" Enough,** replied Austin : " if no- 
thing intervenes, you will see me at 
night; but should aught prevent my 

coming, 
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coming, and you be forced to go forth, 
which I conjure you to avoid if possible, 
cleanse the colour from your face and 
hands, as it makes you the more liable 
to be discovered. Adieu, my brave 
youth!" continued he. "All will, I trust, 
be well : take care of your safety — ^it is 
dearer to me than my own." 

"Farewell, thou more than father!" 
answered Leopold, as they parted. " I 
will obey thy commands ; but still, if I 
have the feelings of a son, I must act a 
son's part." 

As the fiiar bade Lec^ld farewell, he 
observed the tide was coming in ; and, 
resolved to profit by the opportunity, he 
took off his clothes, and, waiting the 
influx of the sea into the hollow, washed 
and cleansed his skin from the stain that 
discoloured it, then clothing himself, and 
taking his lamp, he returned to Marga^ 
ret and Alice. 

" Welcome," said the dame, as she 
heard his step advancing ; . but on his ap- 
pearance, 
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fonaaa^ the jottered a tsaacHaX ay » ftr 
tiie«iikfr hidl w mueh Amgei liisipar* 
mh, tiMt she no longer knew Siiw, and 
kiAiA tto doubt but th^ vnece dkcoyered, 
ami ^at (fae iiras some emissary sent to 
siwfaAae liMd ja^ize th&aa. Wb wmee^ 
hpiravac^ imslmAj banished her lear ; 
and, havmg espnesstti mm>w torhkis^ 
aifwtaice, ^b&f^B/MA/eA4bejxsiekmi Sn the 
Qurreot xxf Ibe iitesh;«ir 4il)at JBSfiad fran 
tfieitpttAurs, and dfawuused mi dtffeifiit 
siilpcfts, tSl JVfaogaret napMndiGd Um ei 
the promise he had made of rdatiaig 1lb» 
efnmts 49f Ills ttfe 

M WiKiiii^/ r«f)ied ie; ''kit ]ifr 
tkf Mfitel, lot »^ nait lm» ifi yonr ppir 
«wi. I Jmve baen uofiirtiwate, Iwt 
ijiit tftmiMl^ and* iiiQa^ tihe son frf* a 
jmmti, &ii that had ftte ptoeai me 
higbor SB IMby I iMiald ba«r^ endearonr- 
ed fiat to disgniae n]itstatMn. As it is» 
I will be content, if I can in any msans 
ha uiiAil to thase vho bononr me by 
aattfftmg my s^ryiaaa.^ 

** Many 



' 

** liatty <hef» taf dmrvlwed' AUmi i 
*«-«»iio dkgiaoe Ae? h^ itfelk ift^wMMl 
€l«d liadrpku»d'tfaiM>;: fliffl (AhernlMtf 

ii»pvkit€«l> ms!^€ kM0ejsi> of Ukr crafteoM^ . 

andaii ttomst iliafii uppi' gelliiMis':il4elii^ 
^vffl.iK)«i hadtote^ tif fbc. fair ottolNr ow ftili» 
latter." 

^' True," i«(liMi!li<to^di;: <* ^ tUMV 
are maax&SOfmSaslL I Iwiv iwiric lRi ii »<w<f 



wisei^ 



<* You do well to iMMir wiakiM^T 
sttid Margant, « '¥dttf fifcMAy'tiltf l^e 
you 9» ycuMT'own siiMi iid# ibryV)«9llit 
tb^s. BM!t oome'^ I^ «Kf > iof^tlefftK 
hc«r tto i«lMoif of what,' tfefOUgt^ i 
fectlf tcdd' b)rfilai>^ AusMta/ sergremifyilBi- 

I,<«iopoldobrfe<l. Both Usti&lAto'fefaSi 
wi(^, attenfjbn^ M^I|lg!aiMr(!»cdd)iitt%nit 
theieoodMet ^ hfe fittberirtlk ^eiMf 
1^ was datfnRfdi nHtto hls^'aoeixtiftt' «# 
fiisf > JdiH^ alid ^ beit(N¥ed'- tf 'toop to *< Mr 

na«no«y. 
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memory, which reached the heart of 
Leopold. His description of the ladies 
Clarice and Adelaide deeply interested 
her. The behaviour of Ferdinand De 
Hofiman called forth her warmest praise; 
but her heart recoiled at the character 
of the count, and, interrupting his nar- 
rative, she exclaimed — " Is it possible 
that that man could ever have been the 
friend of my father ? for such, I under- 
stand, he was. Surely some dreadful 
calamity has destroyed his reason, or he 
could not act thus ?" 

Alice made no comment, and Leopold 
continued his relation, until the time he 
resolved to liberate Margaret from the 
castle. — **I saw,** said he, "that Aus- 
tin's ^larm was so great for your safety^ 
that he would have ventured any hazard 
to set you free. He, however, thought 
it not safe to trust mp. He feared, per- 
haps, my youth, and that I might only 
involve myself in danger, and increase 
your difficulties. Aware of his desires, 

and 
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aiid the struggle he endured, .1 resolved^ 
without his permission, to exert my 
skill in accomplishing what he wished. 
Framing, therefore, an excuse to leave 
him and David one afternoon in the 
chapel, I hastened to the shore, and 
speedily found a marine production that 
I was well acquainted with while in 
Palestine, and which, being burned, the 
ashes . possess the property of tinging 
the skin as you witnessed, and whose 
stain is only to be removed by sea- water, 
or a strong lixivium of salt and earth. 
In my pocket I had a pipe, which had 
been my companion during my journey 
fix>m Jerusalem, and with which I have 
beguiled many an hour in my lone per- 
ambulations, and that, in my boyish 
days, used to employ all my leisure time. 
As on that instrument I had been ac- 
counted to have some skill, I deter- 
mined to make it subservient to my pur^ 
pose ; therefore, after burning the weed, 
colouring my skin, disordering my ha- 
bit, ' 



8t: llM(d&a!«t'tf dAvi': 

bf^ iffi£f leftviHigf ftSf ddAlc; iMtIf i^'tid): 

irt^tfbdbufit, Itboktih^ rUad'tcTtli'iiddtf- 
tfd: Aii afjp^eftAtitie df idio&di, t c5h- 
dUded; iWWflff jfte^fcftt riff ai«Wferitt^' 
^a^tkiris diat'AiigUt beaslfedme: f$te^ 
ffftte, dUxSiig it' wfth ^nie sU^^M' df cG». 
lUhg; i sudd^ed in attlkctini^ totCf I)^ 
fiifitiBtf^s afttetttioli, fttid; #tiat I ^<« tfi^ 
fttfcj^y ^MalM; itf etf^<Au(ig jpdiir d^- 
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CHAPTER IV. 



Wktlifi Leo)^ld w«i» Pehil&tg his slorf 
to Margaret and Aliee^ AiMtin kdd li^ 
turned to bss cell, where he found the 
ilwdtd Leop€dd had left. Rai^g !t» bd 
litttEted \tith altoHishmeat— '* On triy 
life/' said he, ** wiatever that yduth at- 
t^i^ptd or acts, is nmif^ked with iskHne ex:^ 
^aordinaiy cii'oum&talK^e. That out of 
^e Wh^le aatmouTy he should select this 
{yafirficular swotd, surpasses ^bc^f Ma^ 
tiy thef e ai^ &r more likely to strike th^ 
#ye fha^ this, which has honour alone 
to reeomlnend it ; and y^t, of all others, 
is most welcome at liiis tiitie to me." 

With the utniost cauticm Auidtin then 
ODAGis&kd the weapon in a creviee of th^ 

*ot. III. D rock. 



#CI ST. HAEGARET'S CAVB; 

rock, where it was secure from being 
discovered ; and as all remained in the 
cell as he had left it» he concluded no 
cfxe as yet had been there. In his usual 
manner, he then took the way to the 
chapel, ;cvhere he had no doubt of find- 
ing David. He was not mistaken ; the 
gpod man was fdready there, and, anxious 
at his long stay, was just on the point of 
going to seek him. 

In few words, the friar related all that 
had passed at the castle, and the manner 
ifx which he had for the present disposed 
of Margaret. David Ustened to him 
with astonishment : a thousand blessinsfs 
did he call forth on the head of the 
youth, and both joining at length in 
prayer, they besought the power that 
had thus far guided the orphan to con-r 
tinue his protection, till she was placed 
in safety and honour, in the rights be- 
fitting her birth and name. 

In the mean time, Margaret was not 
piissed till near the hour of noon at the 

castle. 



OR, THE NUN'S STOEY. 51' 

oastle. As she had no attendant allowed 
but Jaques, the dame usually took iii 
the evening sufficient provision to serve 
tiiem till the ensuing day at dinner, by 
which means the elopement was not dis^ 
covered for some time later than it might 
otherwise have been. 

In the morning, at the hour of seven, 
which Richard De Launcy had appoint- 
ed for his departure, he pretended a sud« 
den illness, and not only put offhis jourr 
ney, but did not appear at breakfast. 
Lord De Launcy immediately hastened 
to his apartment, and e^tpressed his con* 
Cem for his indisposition ; but, to his 
son's great ^surprise, neither by words 
tior actions gave him any cause to sup- 
pos6 he was informed of the adventure 
of the iiight before. 

^ Loi-d De Launcy conversed With him 
on various subjects, and, among others, 
at length said — " I mean this day to 
make some examples among the domes- 
tics, for last night the men were all so 

D 2 completely 
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aJtnpletely ihtoxicatecl^ tftat they left the 
bridge dbwn ; and tfatmgh thejr secui^d 
tfti6 gates, not one this mti^tiirig knew 
^hete to find the faQrs^ and in conse- 
qiience they have, with great difficulty; 
been obKged to be broken Open.** 

The baron's words increased his son*{S^ 
uneasineiss. Ithe endoanter in the d^k, 
and the sudden closing 6f the gates, re* 
curr^d tb his mind, and he was xioW- 
convinced that his father* was lana^tiakit^ 
ed with the Whole ttaftSBlction ; yet Wa« 
his apartment so dii^tant from that of 
Margaret*s, thslt he could find no excb^e 
fbr saying he WaRS informed of What pass- 
ed in that part 6f the d'welMng. At 
length, however, he observed, that fihfe 
eastle, the night before, had been full rf 
noises. — " I am convinced,'' added he, 
** there were strange Voices. Had I liot 
been disordered, I should have risen, and 
tought who it might be.'* 

" I heard nothing," said De Launey ; 
^ but doubtless, if there were any, it was 

merely 



m»^y the drupHen ifick^s, wh<\ 8IP»ce- 
ly SQbeir even now, do not s^uple to (}#- 
cJare tbfit the devil has flown away witji^ 
the keys of the gate^. Aipong the forja^ 
most <^ these varlet« ^ri^ your men, GxV 
bert and Thomas. I request you wi|i 
chide them seva^ely, if npt dismiss th^m; 
fer should sueb a report gain ground, H 
wiU next, he ruipoured thati it iis th^ spi- 
rit of Fitzwalter^ which rises in beh^^ 
©f his daughter.'* 

Ghid of this opportunity of speaking 
ton the. whjeqt, Richard replied-r-** It 
is not impossible but cahals may be form- 
ed on her account She has, I have no 
cloubt, secret friends under this roof; 
and who knows who may in private be 
introduced to her?** 

. " That I defy," replied De Launcy ; 
^f I trust not to one, but to many, and 
though some mi^t play me fal^, ali 
would not : at least the common disseUr 
sions among domestics would make tliera 
betray eadi other/' 

nS ^ I know 
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•* I know not that ; but I pray you 
take this warning. Let the castle be ex- 
amined; I have good intelligence that 
some secret doings are acting. I find 
myself better, and will endeavour to rise 
and assist the search." 

Lford De Launcy, though he thought 
the precaution superfluous, made but few 
objections, and Richard, leaving his bed, 
prepared to accompany him. Calling 
some of the domestics, they explored the 
chambers as they passed, secured the 
doors on the outside, and proceeded to 
•Margaret's apartment. 

The doors were closed. Lord De 
Launcy knocked, and asked admittance; 
^but, receiving no answer, some of bis 
son's suspicions suddenly reverted, to 
himself, and, calling repeatedly aloud, he 
at length lost all patience, and ordered 
the door to be broken.^ Not finding 
Margaret and Alice, amazement for some 
rnoments struck him dumb; but reco- 
vering his first emotion, turning sud- 
denly 



OR, THE: nun's isivoby: ^ai 

•denly to his son — ** It is plain, HicSislrd/'* 
isad he, ** by your discourse, that yoii 
suspected this treachery. W3ierefi»e 
was it concealed from me? and what 
judgnnent am I to form ? Either you 
are privy to their flight, arid take this 
means to conceal it, or you have reason 
to suspect some one is more favoundd 
than yourself." 

" If there be,** repHed he, thrown off 
his guard at once by a wish of vengeance 
'^nd the tortures of disappointed love, 
^ k can be no one but that villain Aus^ 
tin. H^r constant visits, his^ anxiety On 
faer account, all bespeak it." 

** Ridiculous !*" answered his fetiiet t 
^ think yOu & girl, blooming in yout^. 
and beauty, could find no better gallant 
than a poor old friar? Jealousy makes 
you blind. He is, doubtless, privy to 
lier elopement ; but if any object is near- 
er ^concerned than friendship, be sure 
it is a younger man.** 

This observation was but pouring oil 

D i ou 



hUhetpihsA thou^ iimciseiit of hiearili^bt* 
H WW mther wftnl of povrer tfam inaliH 

Locd D^ lj3mncy% agitetioo, tfaptigb 
fimnatiotber C9u$e, ws^ 9t least equal t0 
hii fipn'B^ He ha^ti^n^ .to, ludy De 
Ltimey* land di^os^ tp her what had 
happened. The rage and vexaticNct of 
both oorobined was poor to th»t of the 
Jftdy. In Margaret's flight i^e wafc 
aware of a thousand dangers. She Yn» 
Movinced that, unlesis ^e could be re^ 
^sdn^d, hi^r d^ep-laid plota would, be 
fruitless; forMar^ret, en tb^ V(^g9^ 

^gbti^n» Qould BOW daim the protection 
i>f tb^ kw, and bring all tp a &ir fond le* 
gal hearing. Austin had befi)]:^ mad^ 
her Ir^mble, and, ^he bad no dcMJiMb 
wo^ld be foremost to declare all he knam 
CkiQ only hope remained, and that wa& 
that they could not autbwtifsite tht 
marriage of Fitz waller with Blaneh.; or 
if they could, as he had acted in oppo* 
Ation to her father's will, she had still 

the 






QB» THE VITM'S 9TOET* W 

^itedyun cin ^ mortage. TocQUtttev- 
balance these advantages, there were QM^ 
ny transactliws wUch i^e shuddered io 
think might l)e brought before the worid, 
«nd» in the moat energetic terms, 9he en* 
ireated lord De Launcy to lose no timfe 
in causing ber to he putsued, and, abore 
^, to hasten to the fiiar, and search his 
fiell, as it waa more than probable nhe 
might be concealed there. 

This advice was too consonant with 
He Laimcy's wishes to be neglected'^ 
and, calling forth Ms men, wit^ his mA 
lie took the wa^ to the cave. All tliei^ 
was silent, and, exploring every partt 
they could discover no Vestige that might 
lead to realize their suspicions^ 

From the c^ they went to the chapel, 
nvbesre Austin ihigIis just rising from his 
knees. 

** Hypocrite! what have you done 
Hvith Margi»«t ?" said lord De Launcy ; 
^* where h^ve you concealed her? Answer 

B d with. 
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with farutb, or your life shall pi^ the d^ 
oeption." i 

" Surely,** replied Austin^ cahnty, 
** yon forget where you are, and ui whose 
{sresence you ' stand. Are the isaints to 
be insulted at their veiy altars by tht 
rude brawling of your anger?** 

• " Villain ! where is Margaret ? Last 
night you were in the castle*— myself 
heard your voice," said Hichard. . : ^ 

" If you heard my voice in the cai^tle 
last night,*' replied Austin, " I congra^ 
tulate you that your ears are so much 
keener than your wit ; for, on my life^ 
I have not been in the castle since I came 
to ask that justice for Margaret which £ 
was denied," * 

** It is false !" exclaimed Richard-—" a 
lie suited to your purpose. I will swear 
that I myself heard you." 

" I have no doubt," answered Austin^ 
^ but you will swear that, or any thing 
else that may answer your purpose; but 
those that are pronb to swear will alsa: 

frequently 



tt&l m. 



OR, THE JSVUfsS^O^Y. S9 

4i9qpieiit^^li& You tome to me to in* 
quire of Margaret Young man, hero» 
in the pre6ffl:iCe of your father, I ask 
ihe qiiesftion^-^what ware your designs 
^n Maigaret last night ? Answer that 
tiHily^ and I pledge my veracity to an* 
swer you.^ 

^' TlUchiaid De Launcy was confused.—* 
?♦ My designs!" returned he; ** what 
are my designs to you ?" 

**^Shice you will not answer the ques^ 
tkm, I will Your designs were to bind 
a helpless old woman, to tear Margaret 
with unmanly violence from her fatber'i 
house 'and her own domain, and to beat 
lei^ to Scotland. What further your in-^ 
tentions w^*e5 I know not ; I have alr^ 
leady^ I deem» said as much as you wish 
tDJiear.'' 

Though lord De Launcy would not 
i^i|)ear'to pay credit to what Austin had 
advanced, he plainly saw its truth in the 
ccmfu^on of lUdiard ; but, waving the 
fiulgect be&ce so many witnesses^, be ^d 

. ... n.} d6 ~**It 
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* — ** It is not my son's intentiQiis I vriili 
discussed ; it is what you have daqt 
With Margaret is l^e question. Neither 
yam apparent sanctity, nor your hypo. 
crisy, shall preserve you, unless you in* 
stently disclose "vpliere she is carriedl and 
concealed." 

^^ You move my contempt, thoagk, I 
trust, I have jfnastery suffident ov^r Iny 
passions to stifle ev^ oiKiotioR of m^ 
ger,^ answered Austin. ** Can ytxi, 
judging by yourself, ihmk so meanjy 4£ 
me, if ev»i I was privy to Margati^t^ 
flight, to suppose the secret is to be 
forced from me by fear or threats'?^ 

'* Your lifb ^hall answer your base* 
ness," said DeLatmey; *^ the mask diidl 
be torn from you, and the world shall 
see you as you are.'* 

^ It is indeed time the mask was re- 
moved &Gtti us aH,** retuni^d Austin^; 
^ then would the innoeeiM: posses ^e«r 
right, and the oppresses meet their de^ 
served punishmait;* 

** Insolent 
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^Ittseimt piiestl give not your tongue 
8S£k U^eiiae, kst I strike you, even ivt>e]$ 
jroii st^ind, to teach you what i& due t0 
jicmr superiors*^ 

** Yoa surely would forget yourself 
ebodild you »et thus,*" answered the friar. 
*• As weJJ as paying respect to your king^ 
jnesunnber it to your God, whom you 
IKHT kisuH, in the p^so«) of his servant, 
«t the feat of his altar. Worm thsU; yen 
are, learn to respect your brother reptile; 
let humiUty qvmach ^e fire of pHde that 
dilates your bosom, lest, Hke a devours 
ifig flame, it burst its bounds, and owr- 
vhela} you in its ruin," 

De Launcy, &Aining.with rage, turn* 
ing to his men, exclaimed^— " I will bear 
no more : seize him, and convey him .to 
the ca^tla" 

■' ** Misguided men, beware P said Aus* 
tin ; ^ not all your maater's ^wer oould 
mve yfm from the &rfeitui« of assaulting 
"a pneat at the akar. M^n oosBe to this 
bcmse of God to hear te«(^ and brd De 
• : * Launcy 
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Laun<^ shaU hear it if he ooines faiths. 
The first duty of a great man is justice 
let him do that, and love mercy, then 
shall his life be an honour to* hisMakeri 
and his death be glorious to himself." 

The boldness of Austin made the men 
draw back^Mrhile lord De^Launcy, unwill-^ 
ing to shewthe effect it had upon himself 
said — ** You shall answer your conduct 
before judges who will tame that an!&» 
gant spirit" i ) 

** My conduct to you, and all wfao» 
omcem you, with all humility, I thinL; 
I can answer before a heavenly, much; 
more before an earthly tribunal. Would 
my heart, in all rejects, was as clear ! 
tiien should you long since have known, 
me better." 

"Your deeds are, I doubt not, dark 
enough," answered De Launcy. "*In 
the solitude' of a prison, and on a bed of 
straw, with bread and water, you will, 
find time to recall them to your memoiy •" 

^^ Neither a prbon nor a bed €)£4^raw 

a^re 
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fsntd necessBry tor that purpcNse," said 
Austin, "To you, indeed, who dwell 
in ]>alaces, and pamper your appetite 
mth all the dainties of the table^ and 
quench the thirst that luxury excites 
with wine, then sleep (^ your intem- 
perance on beds* of down, a prison and 
a bed of straw might be a punishment : 
but for me, accastcmied to hardships^ 
ihey would be none. The punishment 
I feel I carry with me, neither a palace 
Can ease, nor a prison increase it ' If I 
have in any manner wronged you, seek 
a legal redress ; but observe, I warn you, 
that the father. Franciscans will see jus* 
tice done to their brother. I demand an 
open and a candid hearing, and the king 
alone shall be my judge." 
•> T^e friar's confidence, the secrecy that 
had ever, hung over him, his lofty car-* 
riage, his undaunted conduct, his appeal 
to the king, all conspired to bespeak he 
was of high rank, and made De Launcy. 
pause.—** WiU you then give me your 

word,'* 
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wofds"^ mumet^ he, more odmly, ^^ t\»t 
you wwr^ unaoquaint^ with Margaret^' 
fiigbt^ wd know not the placp of her »e« 
trwtyv 

^ You fbould Imye begun by adpng 
question^,'' replied 'Austin : ** I wUl 
however, unreserved answer th^n. Mar*^ 
garet'9 flight WM unknown to me ; the 
place of her retneat I am aoquiunted witbj 
and ean oely give you this.eaul/i<mr^ 
that all seardi and means to discoirer 
her will , be vain, until,. i» proper tim©*^ 
and place; she claiQis her right.'' 

^^Her right ! by what titl^?" isaid Ih 
Launcy. 

*' By a title that I shall not explain« 
J have hitherto spoken angrily, for whioh 
Heaven pardon me! but before we 
part, I will speak as a trua friend. Re- 
turn home; in the privacy of your do* 
set, question and tax your wife's eon- 
science to the uttermost; so may you 
perhaps save her from 3hame, and your- 
self frcMa disgrace." 

' •* Insolent I 
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^^ InsoigiM;! This to me?*' e9:claiip^ 

^^ To «»iy wan, my lar4," reidte<} 4.u*- 
tin;. " It ip my duty to »pe^ truth? 
Hia^ I wig do («p« A pmph^tks^ spirit 
|^$ n^ gay y«t more. Before tb^ y^ 
low .te4Vf$ «bidl agaia twice strew tbp 

e^ftlu Margaret shall be seated 19 thf 
bull 0f b^r ^ice»t<H*8, and receive the 4- 
l^EPWoe of her vasiBAls*" 

The impressioA the fiw'is w<¥^s made 
<m tbe att^dants was not lost on De 
l4iiMI^; iind, fearful of mote unplea^ 
49Pt i^i^overies* he said-^^' It 19 well : 
&r the ]^sent I leave you ; but be a^^- 
MfiKd you will speedily hear ftopa me^^ 
your treachery shall not go unpunished." 

^ I am to be found when you please," 
vep^e^ Austin ; *^ X will rather ewrt 
tban fly from justice*'* 

iioud De Launey th» »etiired wit^ 
V» vimp leaving Austin i|^ the chapel. 

De JjsimeY returned hpsm m sullen 

nknoe. On mtmi^ the q»6tt@» b«.di^ 

r missed 
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missed his followei%, and turning to bis 
son said — ** I am at once grieved and 
vexed, Richard, to find you have been 
more concerned in this afi&ir than I had 
the most distant idea of. Your persist- 
ing in addresses; which now plainly ap- 
pear to have been disagreeable, has, I 
doubt not, hastened this business, which 
will, in all probability, be exposed to the 
world, and even recapitulated before* the 
king. The power of the priests you are 
not to learn, and no doubt but Austin is 
assured of the body of the Frai)ci£;2ans 
espousing his cause. Call fofth the do^ 
-inestics ; I will interrogate all, and, if 
possible, sift the transaction to the bot- 
tom.** 

Lord De Launcy then questionad 
them ^separately, in order to discover if 
their accounts agreed, but obtained m^ 
information till it came to the turn of 
Thomas, who, with some difficulty^ i^ 
4ated all he knew. Gilbert's account oat^ 
jtobcnrated it, and procured same severe 

reprehension 
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reprehension to Richard from his father. 
Jaques came next. He was particularly 
quesidoned respecting all he had heard 
and seen during the 4:ime he attended 
Margaret— *as, how she had heen em- 
ployed? and particularly whether he had 
reascm to suppose any person but him.- 
jself frequented ha* apartments ? 

" No, on my veracity, my lord,** an- 
swered Jaqu^, '' I don't think a single 
ecenture ever entered the chamber |>ut 
•myself; then, for employment, she was 
. Dioally sewing, or reading, and so deeply 
engaged, that when I enteredyi^^he would 
scarcely look even at me/* 

f* Did she or Alice ever endeavour to 
draw you into conversation," said De 
. LAuney, " on any subject ?" 

** Never, my lard. I have frequently 
rwoodered at their taciturnity. I have 
' been accustomed to a court — I have en- 
^yed the benefit of your lordship's ex- 
ample, and will be bold to say I am no 
.vulgar lackey; yet^ had you employed 

Cuthbert^ 
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Ctttbbert^ tfaey owld sot have facrai 
nunre insensible." 

^ Cutbbert !" repeated lord De luaun- 
ey ; ^ where is be? I have not seeahiffl 
thii morning : let him be called/' 

^ Now yoiir lordship speaks of CvtQ^ 
bert; I recollect tbe dame once asked me 
if we had not a minstrel in the castle 
and I miswered in the aflbrmatiye.* 

JSaqnei^ fearful of incurring dispiear 
auie, did not mention his having env 
pfeyed Cutbbert to carry the wood into 
Margaret's chamber; and further qttea- 
tiooa weie prevented by some of tihe 
domestics entering to inform their ma^ 
ter tJsat the minstrel was not to be found. 

Lord De Launi^ started fix>m bis 
seat, and, with an oath, excIaim^9d><T« 
^ It is now daar : fool, idiot that I was, 
to take that fellow for what he appeared 
to be! A thousand circumstances now 
strike me to the contrary. He was^ 
doubtless, an emissary in this deep-laid 
adlienie, and I alone am the fool, the 

idiot. 
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idiot. Last night, while he replied to 
Kichard's questions, something like sus* 
pidon crossed my mind ; but giving it 
scarcely a second thought, I attributed 
his behaviour to' drink. Lose no time ; 
let diligent search be made : if I do not 
regain Margaret, I will secure tnat inso-» 
lent priest." 

More domestics Were then ordered ta 
go'in search of the runaways, and, anu^ 
#(lieRi^ the disappointed necretaify joiaed 
in the {mrsuifC. 

ill the mean time, lord De Lauiie^^ 
ttnth bis son, niad some few attendants; 
tMnt into the hamlet, wh^re they ear&« 
full^^setedied every house, but mottf 
espeetfltlly that of David; but n^t finding 
tiie persons they sought, weary and^jit^ 
appointed^ they ^etumed to the cMle. ^ 



CHAP. 



70 1ST. MASG AB£T'8 CAYS ; 



CHAPTER V, 



Makgaret, with her companions, in 
spite of the dreariness of their dwellings 
passed their time comparatively easy to 
what did the residents at the castle. As 
night drew oh, they anxiously waited 
the appearance of Austin, and had it 
not been for the supporting presence f)f 
Leopold, would have sunk under their 
fears. The moon shone bright, and the 
sky, bespangled with stars, was clearly 
discernible through the chasm at the 
summit of the mountain. Leopold, 
therefore, taking the lamp, which he care- 
fully concealed in one of the inward ca- 
vities of the lower part of the rock, went 
and fetched water, and also profiting by 

the 
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the darktiess of the nighty returned load- 
ed with shell-fish that he had picked up 
on the shore. 

Alice and Margaret hoth chid him for 
his boldness; but he laughed at their 
fears, and endeavoured to beguile the 
time by his sprightliness, though his own 
heart was torn with uneasiness respect- 
ing the friar, who, he had no doubt, 
would. have much to endure from the fa- 
mily of De Launcy. 

Nem* midnight the sound of steps on, 
t}ie-. rocky passage in some measure 
cheered their hearts ; and, in a few mi- 
nutes, Austin, with David, appeared^ 
The good men were both loaded : Aus- 
tin, carried a lamp, with a recruit of oil^ 
and. also a basket with provisions; Da- 
vid had a large bundle, containmg two 
pillows and a coverlid, with sundry 
little articles he thought might be want* 
iog. 

As the faithful servant considered the 
orphan buried, as it were, in a living 

tomb. 
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7d 8ft. i«A&dAttfii^««ArB; 
temb^ the tetm fl0«r^ fiiom his e^, 

fully raised the hand ah^ hald ta hi&i t9 

^ My gdcd fiiefid/' said ahe, *' wby 
do you look fftua? I aon at «aae, and, 
4pite t^ all lotd De i#auiicy etin 5}% am 
rich; for God, Who took frtfm mo^io 
bfat« aAd noUe futhet*^ hal^ in A^iatin 
and yourself^ given me two to^ au^y 
his place. I have a t^nd^r mother in my 
ieBLT dame; and now, as if my wealth 
was to incFea8o» Heaven in Leopold hath 
^ven me a brother." 

Austin related to them iy» idtereation 
with De LauHi^, and gav^ iinto Leo- 
ptM a letter, which hfe bad ymtken to 
the fathers at Beiwiek^ . !^ueiM;ihg h&m, 
in the coun^ of a few days, to convey 
it to them. — " You can,'' said he, *" de- 
part e^y, and let your return be in the 
dead of night, which will secure you 
from danger ; but I would wish two pr 
three days to elapse first." 

Austin 



OE, THE NUN'S STOEY. 73 

Austin then drew Alice aside, and in- 
fi)rmed her, that he suspected the lord 
De Launcy wcmld take means to secure 
bis person ; and on her expressing her 
anxiety, replied — " My good dame, it 
would now, I think, be an event rather 
to be desired than avoid&d, as all then 
would come to an immediate issue. 
The active spuit of Leopold will, I doubt 
not, contrive means to bear you in safe^ 
ty to Bremen, and on that account I am 
easy ; but I have much more to say: draw 
nearer, for Leopold nor Margaret must 
vet know the enonnity of my crimes." 

** My dear master,'* answered Alice, 
^^ remember the expiation, and endea«- 
vour to sooth your wounded spirit^ I 
will answer with my life to fulfil what- 
ever you require." 

They then retired yet further, and ap- 
parently held a long conversation, no 
word of which, however, escaped, but, 
from the strong emotion of the friar, ap« 
peared to interest him deeply* 

VOL, III. E On 
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rfOii joining Margaret, th^y found her 
in earnest dispute with David. She in- 
sftfted'on hisr-taking back the pilbws and 
coverlt^ he had brought with him, at 
Ic^ a part of them. — " Ind^ed,'Vsaid 
sb^i *^ I icaitnot bear poor Bridget to be 
berefft 0f her bedding. I am young» and 
arbfe to endure; but to her such an in- 
dulg^fe is now become necessary, and 
I inslsft on^ your taking it back." 
r,:*lAjbd can you think,, swe^t child of 
ray honoured lord^ that either I or: my 
'Vrifei w^itl^ lay QUf lie^s :ia ease or 
p&ce; wlftile yotira had only a .stone to 
test ^upon ? David ha^: hith^to known 
his dnty: hfetter : ^oi not then vex his 
aged hetet by a refusal" 
• I Alvgaret, fearful of grieving, the old 
man, accepted his offer; then^ seated 
around the crackling fire^ they, m&de an 
humble nieal, but which, seasoned with 
tliankfulness, at once recruited their 
strength and enlivened their spirits. 
Having conversed till the night was 

far 
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iar ^ advawced, they separated. AUstin, 
in ^bidding '- Mai'garet 'farewell, lietftiyed 
An eiiidtibh' tKat he could- not eiith^ly 
ibnd^V and/ shaking the dame by the 
fi&$id> ^ sAidi in a tow* voice, which was 
however' bverheard by both Margaret 
irtd £ii!bpold.-^*^Remeitiber, good Alice; 
tli4t though the wretched A^tsthl yet 
Hv^Sy the tyitint inurderer is dead.** 

Leopold attended Atistin and David 
to the holkrw of the mountain, when,' in 
the moit -energetic terms, he again re-^ 
<$mnmended Margaret^to his protection, 
isaying,^^ he eondnded— ^' I would she 
heA^ more aged protector ! but remem- 
ber, my son, that I confide faer to your 
honour. You have a sacred trust*— fulfil 
ii\UiMy,:MiA wA onfy your fiiends, but 
ihi^i^djioter wbrld will applaud^ you." 
Mfc^IriUfill d6 my doty, ifather, cost what 
H'tMf; therefoate do not fear me." 
i though Leopold replied boldly, and 
felt tlmt he m^nt to act as bespoke,; 

~ Ti a yet 
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yM 1 ei was awaw t}iajt ti|e tajsk wa^nd 
cpXs 1^^ «{ bun»ng blu^ tha;t at th^ 

UWie^ b^F Aystw) yimly evinced ij^ 
tj]^gh l|i& hoiu^r mf^ restcaiQ it^ his. 
1^]^ woiil^lwiqc^nied tQ reb^l. 

*^: ypUr will sef me 9(t nlgbt : if you do 
ijot, yam Bjay ju^ Ir wi prevented ; 
Ijirt 1^» i»t|;ii»g.r,»*alj. If ill, I ^oubt not, 

l)e well-" 

. . .With thei^e ixf ords i^u^tia i(n4 P^vid, 
riHUedi wd Leopold ?eti|pi«d li^ Alicp 
a»d. .MfflWafet^ «»ihJ>, afte? ^i ^rt dis- 
Q94We^ :W^thdvQw ^ tjie hqllftw ^hfqh 
1^ h»4 clt^flpn^ ^^ r^t^grPJAoe. 

fe^w h^iw h^ bew §OiJ9,uq}iw>W% 4N^ 
they bAQi^hod «|ll clfWQ of re^; The 
words, too, of AusltH^ to^ti^e d^iiBi;^ fiator 
iiished Margaiet an^ lipoid. : it wa$ 
plf^ &he was inf<Hm^ of a}! th^ con- 
cerned, him; b^it M*i?g^r»t .i^jell l^nQW 

it 
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it tras iiii8v«&ii$g to Mk hcfr ffijf^^fo^ 
tiofis, aftd for Li^pi»td, 'it( iioms ^ filbe,% 
tbut he had no ki^^kwtkii to taite« 

l^ebpold i^M)dl lA fell MtraKt tiU 
Ctt&ed to by the^ddHl^. Tti^ fl%ht*%^-. 

b^rs fi^^M to t^ldndte the l)%«h w^tM4. 

During the day they convfefted ©ri 1*. 
4ri6ti8 ttWHan, li^^M €&i$nkig lii6 ut- 
'tii6st |)dwtf to ftMUft^ thito. At -iti^ 
lie i^ttin Went tS»&, lOid lirDt^ Wflit6r 
-And ^sheft^dslH ssid tteii) In pidtnftil (tx- 

pectation, awaited the fndr*$ eoming. 

Tift Mp^eitMton was Vdkl: the tedfous 
licMlrs tSlpMd, biit AuBtin did IMt-i^ 
))ieiir. liMj^ld Arid Alice» with fiiAvi- 
ness cf haffirt, stfirmiM^ thi& eaiiio, wibftb 
Mii-ga)^» Wi& ij^l^ ifn%$ety> was diil- 
tfikl;ted With a ViKii^ty tf difife«dift iteN. 
lie«{fltd vleW^ b« at Wi%i9 With Ml^ 
tion and pity, and seizing an oppdlttt- 
iiSty^ Wfiefi iihe hMtctted to tile hfaftow 
I^asa (of tile dreiary dw^fl&i^» to bcarioeti 

e8 if 
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if idle oould dificova: the Welcome sdund 
<eC steps, said unto Afice«— ^^ My ^^ood 
dame, with submission to your better 
judgment) I should think tiheiady' Mar- 
garet would suffer kss^ knowii^ exaoliy 
what we expect, than Idk a pjBey uiyto a 
multiplicity of doubts, not one of whit}h 
but iis perhaps worse than what wej; ae- 
tu^y dread." : .c :'>: .. 

As he spoke, Margaret Tetuiiied.!^^^! I 
cannot bear this unoertauity,^ saidt*^: 
f* peribaps our dear Austin has3 fallen: a 
victim to Ms frienddiip for t^riu£f<^lu- 
nate Margaret" 

** Your wounded fancy,** answered 
Xec^d^ '^ magnifies, the danger. ^ It is 
now the dead of nighty and there is Aot 
the most distant fear of discoveiy. . If, 
therefore, you will make yoursdtt eft^y 
during the interval of my absence*.! will 
hasten to lus cell, and soon return with 
-news." 

^{ Oh no ! for pity do not leave u» ! 
you also may be waylaid and sWa/V . 

Alice^ 



< 
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• AUce, adopting the >advicieoof» jbeo- 
pold, then inforiaed' Matgaret'ofji^rhat 
they supposed the cau8is»of ;iliustin'^rab- 
sence, and also of: his! ownl T'v&ihes- that 
snehjin ev^tit might take pbke^T^r : *:r,^^ 

Margaret h^ard . her in sUence^ > bat sas 
she 43onchided, exdaimldd-H'jObij daoui ! 
if procuring wealth forme ii.io mvxA^e 
all those I love in ruin, I tviould itittber 
never ^gain it Let . lady De < .Laoncy 
take all, but leave me ihy.^enii8^.aiiy 
injury to whom not all the vrealtil of 
the domain could repay to my hearts'! v 

"There is,'* said Leopold, "Ho.fiaar 
of peisonal danger. Lord De Lamiey 
Jivill not venture to meur the displeasure 
o£ l^e Franciscans by any but an open 
•trial, which they will not fail to daim for 
oinr fHend Austin." 

'Margaret made no r^y but tears; 
Olid,. as the morning began to appear, 
Alice persuaded her to retire, which, 
weary with watdiihg, and overwhelmed 
with sorrow, she at length: consented to. 

£ 4 Leopold 
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Letipold jftko fdtir^ bub Temaining 
i|«iet until heiisnniaed sleep might have 
^ifirefpoinensd thani» ihe with; the utmost 
fimAipu h^ thejatiDUntaiii, and hastened 
.io.the;Cavc« As iisual, he caHedon en^ 
i»nagt hut his own i^iee afone lecefaoed 
ja «epfy. Though aware of what he had 
loexpe^ his heart sunk at the thought 
of the man he so highly respected being 
in thd power of wretches, whom, not^- 
^withatanding their weaHh, he desf»se^ 
"fiesdhfed, howerer, to use all mems to 
be stseertaimed, he proceeded to Davidk 



Afeelde light beamed ffom oneof dve 
basements, and topping gentiy^ Biidget 
aoon opened the do6r. Leopold iaform«- 
ingrher of his mrand, ^se called David. 
Grief was portrayed in every ftature of 
tiie old aaoan's iaca 

. ^^ Holy saints! why have you ven«> 
iuced hither? The tyrant usurpers of 
my late noble master^ domain haveseiK^ 
ed vsi the yiitoous fiitiber Austin, and 

have 



0' 



hW^ INnrfte him^ the «o\f«r in the cut- 
tle. This event hi^qimiA in ^Use €V€^ 
4ng ; ^nfd;, m tbcfe tte ftevelral Mmggling 
|Mittte(K y* &ur iftid five In eifdi^ I cxm- 
iddded jfl; better to MiMki ^utet, iMt 
1^^^ MkmM fae it watdi h^ xipon me; 
fiftid macb 4h> t gtiev« thftt you faftvte 
Venluhed here, fyt4t wil te day biftflfe 
you ctoi return." 

^ Tlidfirk not of me,** usweeed Leo- 
^^eld. '' Ih Hie tiiae of trial, the roan 
Who is 8^sli eiftou^ to feel personal 
^ibor. %i untvcortby the name of fyi&ad. 
At night, if it can be done trith vidbty, 
let U6 see yon, as^ I Bbaiilc^ no tinle in 
^^f^li^imngtbe fktiber Fntn^^soEOia of the 
'inthralment ef our dear -A^dtin/' 

^ My good youths'' repfi^l David, '' I 
laid.oonviftced you wiM aet in all for the 
hi^st For the present, IM me conjure 
yoa to hailteti to your concealment. 
^Heaven guide you there ih safety ! Bui 
you are so taH, that it ^kes you a& dia- 
tinguishaUe from our^ country youths 

• £ 5 as 
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as the -stately ^ica is firflbr thf? 4?ommon 
bmmbi^iM^the'fbj^t;^- ;/..:, 

Leo|K>}d, biddiag him far&weU^ ii^dd 
his utin6st speed, and catttkHisly obserM* 
ing that' he Was not watehed; sdon- iidael^ 
ed the-mdunfa^ As all Wits ^^still^ he 
^rew hhnself npc^ his fishes, whei$ 
wiary nature oterpdwered,- hedept fin* 
some hours. - - .. ... ..- 

Itfargarei mid Alice were both seated 
in silent exptetaney, * wheii *LeQpol# 
joined - them. He briefly rekled^ ^ 
events of the momitig^. and expressed lihs 
vexation at being so long overcome ^i^ith 
sleep. They trembled at the ha^Euni ^M 
had run, and ^itreated him, in futiir^^T 
not for his own, at least f(»r the&r saftt^, 
not to venture from the mo^ntaicf. s^ 

Mi^garet wept^ Wtterly wh^ -she 
heard of the seizure c^ AustiH, atiid,:?^ 
gardkss of being left with only A^Om, 
entreated Leopold to lose no time in 
hastening to inform the Franciscans of 
what had happened. 

•'I only 
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^' I p;i^ wait to fe^: Da^, in order 
to learn if there is igiy q|ieupistance y^t 
il0)inQW» ii) i^qmvtiuuQgtejto tb^ip^'', re- 
pU^ I^^opold. ^ Thej are wise apd 
gg^d-ffien^ ^, I hayenft dou]t)t of their 
v^axmfgb, projbectipn. That pwit ov^cp 
g^lidd^rthesacied trustof conveying you 
to thie, care of the abbess of St. Macy's 
will employ all my thoughts.? 

:Ijeopold then observed, that, Vfver^ 
^wex^ with gfi/sfy they had ate no- 
tbing'Mmt dsky^ and in the most pvessii^g 
t^ms iOpBjqr^ them to take ^^soip^)^ p^- 
ri$bment» lest their strength &iUng^^^ 
i&QuJd^.haY^ the sorrow to sef L'^ienc^ )^- 
riufiedr:.tp.;jicknes8» in a place wbgre Jie 
09Qttiid4red:thein &r fcom the reach of all 
human h^ ,. ,. : :,, 

.. Th&!ir€Hce of affectionate kj^dn§»;was 
o«t sntii9«&tie£fect : fionj.his han^ bpjth 
Jflllt smSB$iQi}tvtO; sustain- natuie,; tii^ 
idesm i»ying encrgetusally, sp he -repeal 
«% iw^wsd Jier to ««fcr-" How soo^ 
ing to age is tiie attention, pfycyithii)^ 

£ 6 ' hundred* 
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iimidri?d«fdd, my mtt, 1 ptay Heaven^ 
niftjr Ay cares ^rf" me be retonied in thine 
vHd age by ^y el^JTa^ and Ihyi^d^ 
ren^s cfaildbreii !". 

^ My dear dame," said Leopold, rn»* 
ing her hand respedtfully to hta lips, 
** you have given me a mother^ prayet, 
and as racfa I wiftaccept \t^ 

As Leopold spoke, Margawt^doxfe 
fiew ^rom her Moulder to that of the 
youti), and nestled its head in his bosom. 
** Even my poor bird seems sensible of 
his mistress^ obligations to you,** said 
Mm^ret. 

-I thought,*' replied he, •'that the 
lady Margaret had honoured the peasant 
Leopold by caling him her lather? 
Can there be obligations betweai mdtk 
nest rdations ?" 

As he spoke, he kissed the dove, who 
instantly flew to Margaret, and pedced 
her lip.' Leopold's eyes met hers; a 
burning erimson dyed the che^a of both. 
Leopold's bosom h^ved a sigh, but, en- 
deavouring 



deaVoiuan)^ to suppress it, he continued 
—4-'^ Honoured by that title,; cfbl^gation 
cannot subsist on any side but that of 
the low-bom youth whom you &i^our 
with your ndtioa^ 

The remainder of the day passed as 
the preceding, sU wishing the appear- 
ance of tk^t, in lidpes it^ might bring 
Bavid. ^ 
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CHAPTER VI. i 



The mbrning after Austin 4>£Sd left tht 
mountain, weary with fatigue he h&d 
retired ta his cell, where he liad stept 
till the day -was &r advanced* Ili# 
sing,* he had rc^^red to the chapel;^ lo 
fblfU the usual' duties, but, fearftit/c^ 
creating suspicion, had forbidden | David 
t6 join hinpL there* Towards &vekiitg he 
again repaired to his cdlL In his>rOdid 
tiuther, he saw diffefent partiW't)fidrd 
tie L^ilincy^s domestids g(»tig difd gna^ 
ing opposite ways, as h^ supposed^ in 
jmi^uit of the lady Mffli^^^mt. : • ; i * ' 

Passing on without notice, ke:oiitai!^ 
his dwelling, made his, frugal meial, aasd 
was seated in meditation whet^ ifchev^on^ 
fused noise of voices struck him. 

The 
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The day was nearly closed, but not 
sufficiently so, but that object^ were dis* 
cemible. Lord De Launcy and his son 
he recognized at the head of several 
others, and adv^adng- towards tlie cave, 
Riehard called aloud— ^^' Come forth, 
thou false priest, from thy dark lurking- 
fkbctp leeJk 3ve twk tb^ out M[ith the 
point >0f our swoDds.'' 
' Ix>hl J>e Xmuncy ordered his son to 
b6;sile&t^ and finding the friar made qo 
answer,., had no doubt be was fled.*--^ 
**Wh*t,jho:l friar Austin I If you be 
bere^£pe«kr; said he. 

*^^ jWhat- k your, will ?" rc^piU^d . Aus* 
tin, advan^ng; tow^n^dn thein k "I am 
here,? and rrady^ when called upoji by 
VMBi but petolant boy$ I am not bound 
to an^isrer. f. , 

- •• Friar,** reti^tied De Latincy^ " fur^ 
th»: contest is .useless. In the king's 
name.Lairmst; you for baviqg oonvayed 
away Mar^u9^t, . base-boirn daughter, of 

V, the 



8ft ST. WrAI«S^A»fiTV<3 AVi! ; 

the late bttron f^itzwalter, vn& expect 
you to answer lite cliarge befiHre 6o4 
. aftd yout ^eoutrtrymen/' 

«• Befirf^ God ahd the k-tig; iny loM^ 
i«(£ed Atistili : '^ i^odi Is my detarmih^ 
tod^on, and t diftH ftot reHtiqtlisti it." 

'' TfaM before the Idng f siiM Rielmra 

Be Launty, scornfully : '•* what has tke 

king to do with such as thee?'^ 

, ** Wha* has the king to do with such 

a$ theef^ repeated Austin. *• I grfei^ 

^ 1^ totoi9 did their duty so il!; as not to 

^^wkch thee to pay more heed to the in* 

spired Solomon ; then would thou have 

remembered, that as a horse requires a 

whip, and a bi^Ae is necattary for an ass, 

so is 4 rod for a fool's back.** ' 

^* Audaeioiis villsfin !*' answered Bieli* 
ard, raising his hand to strike him« - ' 
** Strike me not, young man,** replied 
Austin, sieiidng his arm, whi^ he %eld 
down with a strength that ftkhaiid cMrld 
not resist ; " my vo#s^ wifi toot solKsir 

1Bl€ 



> 



3se to retttm a UoTvv or,4}6bdd»i6 frij 
.grasp jr^cn^bod]^ w aa poiris^^ 
mind." ,} 



/ 



l36a^i£)eiLai!»iqy^» grkhrc^ Ik:^ ate *Us 
ilteis jmmfliitei before hm ck^wid*- 

'"-Shijyda yleUL iriiHitigi^, ^ .iHiOist we 
irfaAtfwr* : • X ' . • - .> ..';•• ! '-.'.^ 
'' Have yottneen^ooeMftftt <ftr fove^^i' 
i ng w ckTeA Auslm: ^ lead the iway^^I 

Die iuEtune}lt^ ^d ^llowed^ by the^ dokile^ 
iicsii;i Aostid was ocm'Tiefyed tbtbe JhluBilefv 
itir In J road to the oasde. At aboitt ithe 
fi^imyulfae ffivdcade was met hf a ru» 
merdus company of mieii, wdootaii^ and 
ifloMftta^ vwiic^ with mihglisd prayara^ 
entn^aliei^ t^neats, i»d ocieft, demanded 
i^MifeABai9e<of^^gQOd &ther. 6reart;aa 
teas! Bufe /IjHiinicjr's. pcnfrer, b^ could not 
^uiet >ifae tumaSt: Ibe demand was reU 
trattl»d in tiie raii|^ voices of the Jtten, 
HbaB aoAar tones bf tiie women, and the 

shrill 
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shrill cries of tte ebildren.^*^^ The kind 
&ther, who loves the poor; visits the srok, 
and oomforts the dying, shtiD not go to 
prison!" s^d the toen — ^^ Tbef^oodifriaf, 
who restores' peace in &niiliesi*-wbo ikAs 
men love their wives > and tenderly che- 
rish tiheir diildren, shidl not be torn' from 
us !" re-echoed the women--^*' Ovird^ 
father, who teaches us to pray, and walk)s 
with us over the moutitains, if we wfe 
fearful at even, or have lost stj:^y eattl^ 
must not go away !" cried the childmrK 

Lord De Launey, with sc^ne difficul- 
ty, alt length obtained silence; lind in 
A conversation, mingled with threi^ 
against their disobedience, related the 
crime with which he accused the ftiar, 
concluding with assuring t^iem, tbainif 
they did not immediateiy retine to their 
cottages, he would bereave them of (iieir 
lands and dwellings, and tiim them fixth 
wanderers and vagabonds. 

^ Do so^" tef lied one of tiie most Inm- 
dy ; *^ ffve us otir good &ther-^we will 

settle 
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set^emth him in a^bacren^ desert. God 
w31 not fersaketbe^ mm, wbo^ fodNaitall 
'fDr>:|tis faithful seryitnt. Fatlfer Am^'s 
hoUn^ ;h«3 :protQeted him for sixt^efi 
yqai&rin a; dteio^ cav?^ and under/ hi& 
.giudanoewefosuinothiBg/' ; ?. 

The eonfentionu instead af subsiding, 
appenred to in^iease^ when Austin ad- 
vaxm^i said—" My good friends,, let 
xoe i$!anjttre you t^ retire to your respeo- 
tite:^]Mttiiet, and there^. with thjB ]tfayers 
yowl put up fee yoursdi^, nwglei x^e 
for jrour fetber Austin. The God whom 
you ;truly say has protected me lor so 
matty yews in: the <»v^ of St Mai^garejlf, 
wilLnot.fiirsake me in the castle of FiizK 
waiter* . No, in this cause he will ^ve 
inf^d0ujbte su|$0rt wd resolutions and 
inibis hand make me an humble ins&ra- 
mmt to preserve to this dom^dn its ]bwt 
:fui sueee^w, I.enti^eat you, 1^ all take 
its course; it is in vain for you to stru^ 
gj^ and ycku will grieve iqy heart if you 
persevere. :. Withdraw* then, I charge 

you 



yim oto ixiy Mining, ^d bfeMt^red «re 

^e of* the^Mest ^d-^^^ Yoiir WilldcM; 
fitther, sees mo^ dA% th«il ^W^ ^«q«i 
«i>mprefaend. If it he ymt %fl^ we 
<)bey: but AhA j^¥e "M y<Hir blM^IK^ 
liad t^ %diy V^^ gUlEnrd yito^ 

ii«itel»n^ Hbey knek i^uiid A^iMtifv who^ 
i^ishig ^ lienAs Md eyes to heaven, 
|«iiy«d a blessing ^ftm themt tii^ 
tumkig to D^ iMWicyy lie «dd^-^^ Imd 
Ibe w^, my iMd^l dm iMdy tci aittend 
you.'' 

They tli^ii proceeded to tlie isutle, 
mkert the M&t vms ooudticted tb th« 
ptisoti ki the toweir^ and, 1^ .dd^ rcK 
<)iiired, left to biMs^lf. 

As the night adVM$^, Ma^l^»t litid 
beir cOftopBOii&ns, liftth extt'ekne impa-* 
tiefide, WlA;ed the afipeaMtaoe of Dal44 
Wbo^ ^ear tbb hour cf -^dnigbt, joined 

them. 
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tbein. Th^it nigeeting was moninfuU 
and Margaret's first question wds resfit^:!;* 
igfg Axt^ltm.) I)airld related aU fae Jb^ii^v, 
a]»itibee'iJisiKmte]3t^^ obsecv-^ 

iil^ hoir?vier» tfa^ be waamot^preaontyi 
«i;th^ £ither faa^ req^iefifted hio)^ in ca$al 
i^wh I4l«ev^sit took pdaoe, to /^aiticislarlyj 
^Yni^^l^ebiglbtward in tj»e coatest^ Pa;TOi 
then prodtt^d fai& huipble stt^m o£ .pxK 
YitttQli$t ii«Mi.pi:am]9ed Xieopqkl to rt^in^u 
in the moulitain; dmang the tisni^ he 
weint.to th^ Fi^Emcisoam atBegcwi(^ - 

/^ Th^eii^ my good: friend, you mu^t 
l^d^.n^ow^" said he, ^' as L m^an t;ok d^ 
ItwI^W&ie d^. I cai> inform your vMe 
to he under no unea^i^^s^ qb your ae* 
Qouat;' 

^ N^t so," replied, I>ivid j '* I wiH 
myself hasten to her. » In die interim, 
jx^ruit your strength with food, and eo- 
dQavour> thoiigh it he for a singie hour,. 

to 4^P*" 

. : Pavid th^ l^il tben, btii re^twned be 
%e t^ l«^|£ of ^y } li^ien Leopold, bid^ 

ding 
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ding ^em farewell, set out on his jourv 

On leaving them, he pa»^dthe moun- 
tains, and, using hh utmost spe^, reach^ 
ed Berwick before noon; and prfesented 
Austin's Tetter to the fathers; Thej^ re- 
ceived him as an old friend, and making 
him take refreshment, listened to his 
story, promising to send a special mes- 
senger to the castle of FitzwaJter, to r^' 
quest proper usage for their' brothef; 
and also to send to London, and present 
a- petition to the king, entreiMing > that 
Austin might have his trial before hhth 
, The next concern was hovT to convey 
Margaret to Germatiyi on which busi- 
ness the Others spoke largely of the* 
charge entrusted to his care, ^'and finally 
promised to engage a small 'vessel to 
convey them, as speedily as it could bfe* 
done with safety. These points settled, 
Licopold {»*omised to visit them again in 
the space of a few days^ and make the $nal 
arrangement ; then, spite of their entrea- 
ties 
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ties to the contrary, left them at tiie clo$e 
of day. 

Before midnight, Leopold reached his 
dceary habitation, and, well acquainted 
with the entrance, unexpectedly pre- 
sented himself hetcxe its inmates, who^ 
in mel^nsholy meditation, . were« seated 
rojimd the .fire, on huge masses of 3tQne^ 
the, natural furniture of the dwelling. 
On his appearance Margaret stiurt^, 
and adyandng, said . warmly—" Wei* 
cpnaej my kind brother ! — how speedily 
yoij ; are. returned ! Surely you ooinot 
hay^. Jb^en to Berwick ?" 

*? Indeed I have,'* replied Leopold, 
*^and have transacted all the business 
tb^t Qould now be arranged; The fa- 
thierst woiilid fain have persuaded me to 
stay; but! was impatient to resume my 
chferge,'*.. 

: I^eopold then informed them of the 
(Qvent pf.bis embassy, and, entreating 
Margai!etand AUfieto retire to repose, 

he 
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he himself withdrew, and David return* 
ed to his cottage. 

While the orphan was concealed in 
tlie mountain, and Austin confined in 
the pr^on of the castje, the mind of the 
kdy De Laimcy was distracted with a 
thottseoid feara For years her life had 
Veen a continued scene of successful ^i- 
ter^mses and pleasures, at least what she 
denominated such. The flight of Mar-i 
garet, the persevering sporit of Austin, 
n^ade l^er heart sink; and though her 
pride ibioed her to assume an appear- 
ance of unconcern, -yet she endured tlie 
greatest trnmepti Virtue niiay suffer, 
but its wounds are palliated by. the 
soothing reflection, that tJbey am un- 
deserved, and are but trials ps^iaratory 
to a happier state ; while, on the contra-^ 
ry, those of vice are redoubled by tiie 
cruel reflection that the pangs here are 
but preliminary to the torments allot- 
ted to viee^ i»n, and sham^^heieafter. 

HiOdy 
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Iiady De hmincy^ internal feeling 
preyed upon her he^th^ her appetite 
.&iled, her complexion faded, pleasure 
lost its attractions, and s^ almost wish* 
ed that she bad not been misled by Hhe 
d^picable passi<n!is of ambition and aya^ 
rice. 

Lord De Launcy, accustomed to 
transact the intricate business attendant 
on courts, f^t less. He presumed his 
own interest and skifl in all causes of 
contrwersy, badted by the favour of the 
monarch, could not feil to determine the 
event to his ^tisfaction. 

In the piison ^f the ^sastle, Austin wb$ 
calm. Jaques da3y brought him food» 
and he had been too long accustomed 
to ^stineMe to find any hardship in that 
allotted him.. 

On the day appointed by the fatha 

Franciscans, one of the superiors of the 

' order waited on lord De Launcy. He 

made no complaint against the impri- 

VOL. lu. r sonment 
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sonmentf of thefHar, bat simply request- 
ed he iiiigHt b^ treated with the respect 
due to him, declined entering* ihtp any 
altercation eoncerhing the orphan^^ and 
finally informed De Launcy that he had 
sent a messenger to London, to petition 
thekih^ himself to be judge in the caiise ; 
Soridki^g with a demand to be* admit- 

r 

led to'i^ee't^e prisoner. Disa^eeable as 
feutjh ia request wa-s, lord De Launcy did 
)ibt dare refuse the visit to a spiritual 
^ire&dr, and therefore ordered Jaques to 
)6dndiidt4he father to Austin. 
^Entirely acquainted with all that ap- 
pertained* to himself and the^ orphan, 
Aui^iii tecommended' her in the warm- 
'est- marmer to the blather; entreating 
Mm td lose no time in causing her to be 
removed,, under the conduct <rf Alice 
and Leopold, to Germany. 
^ i After about an hour's conversation on 
the subject, they separated, the brother • 
departing for Berwick, leaving lady De 

Laiincy's 
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Launcy's mind in a state of increased 
agitations and het husband's ;not entirely 
without uneasiness.. 

David, whp, was caisefuUy observiait 
€i£ all, thati passed* soon learnt th^t the 
£i(;ber Francls^h had been at the castle, 
and did not fail to communicate it to 
Leopold, who> deterimned to repair 
again^to Berwick to learn the residt In 
two d^ys after he departed tt^ther^ and 
obtained, the wished intdligence, that in 
a week a ^mall vessel would be prepared 
to take theixj to Germany, The only 
diilieulty that now remained was, how 
to convey the woi»en to Berwick; for 
-thojL]gh.a:distanee of fifteen or sixteen 
miles appeared nothing to Leopold, he 
was well j^ware it would be hiigUy in- 
cpMreiMibent to them, particularly to Alice. 

On his return, conversing on the sub- 
ject with David, he observed that he 
could borrow an old horse of a peasant 
in the hamlet, and by keeping it three 
or four days, take off suspicion of the use 

r a for 
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for yfhkik it was desigAed. This pbn 
meeting general concurrence, £kavid 
did not fail to execute it; and, though 
the hours passed heavily, the time ap- 
proach^ when they were to leave the 
jnountaiit. The diligent ptirsuit that 
iiad been made for Margaret began to 
dacken* hjiA^ resolved to lose no tim^ 
David was appointed to attend vntik the 
.liOTSje at his usual hour, two nights i£tet 
the final arrangement. 

At leiQgth the expected time arrived; 
JOavid was ready : Alice aJid Margiaret, 
under the escort of Leopold, left the 
mountain, and by tbe sea-shore joined 
tiie faithful old domestic. A thousand 
times did he bless them, and pRsty that 
Heaven might only lengthen his day^ 
to see his beloved young lady return, ^fB 
acknowledged mistress of the domain..; 
- AUce tenderly shook him by the hand, 
and be entreated to kiss that of Marga- 
ret.--^*^ Not so, my fiiend," answered 
she ; ^^ you have loved me as your cMld-^^ 

part 
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part with me as such; and as such, if 
Heaven grant, will we meet again." 

Before he coutd reply, with a ctmde- 
aeencKng kindness, that* in Lieopold's 
eyes raised her almost ahove )Xi03rtality» 
she took the old man by the hand^ md 
l^proadhing her eoral lips, impiintad a 
4fi$s on his IxQvm and weathcarrbeatM 
eheek. 

** Holy saintisi pmtect thee, mild and 
unassuming angel!" exclaimed thf did 
man ; *' sliould we ^er see happii^ day% 
how will Ihe proud David renumber 
this honoured s^ute !" 

•* It is a wcHTthless bribe, David,** said 
^he. ^In my absenee you must take 
charge of my dove; the dame says we 
ahall kill or lose it, if we attempt to take 
it with us : cm my return, I^ will claim 
it by the same toJken." 

As David received the dove he re* 
|ilied— '^ Your dieafuhiess bodes good. 
Bridget wiH cherish your bird as tern 
derly ai she would an in&at" 

F 3 Leopold 
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lieopold then hastened them io d6* 
part. Margaret peremptorily insisting 
oii AUce riding first, the dame was 
forced to acquiesce, though she declared 
ahe would only take her turn with M^^ 
garet^ 

At lengfli they departed, their small 
bundle of clothes tied upon the horse 
b^ind the dame, and Margaret leaning 
Qpoii the arm of Leopold. The night 
was dark, and the way rugged, and Leo^ 
pold^ wlio hisid never before thought it 
long or inconvenient, felt it both, on ac^ 
count of Margaret, who, though she afl 
fected cheerfulness, had not proceeded 
above five miles, when she found herself 
fatigued. ' In the interim, Alice had re- 
peatedly pressed her to take her place, 
which she obstinately refiised, unt^ the 
dame declared, that if she would not, 
she would also walk. Margaret, thus 
pressed, took her seat, but for only a few 
miles, when she again resigned it 

In this fiiendly altercation they at 

length 
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lengtih reaoh.ed Berwiqk, wlje^e Leooold 
leaving them at a small house pf enter- 
tainment^ repaired td the Franoiscah^. 
;rhe fathers informed him they h^ ^ 
gaged a small vessel, M^hich , lay on the 
coast expecting them, at a distance* ot 
tliree miles. They then repeated ttiei^ 
cautions . respecting his conduct, 'gave 
him a. letter to the abbess, and JinaHy, 
presenting him with a small sum, dis- 
xjiissod him. 

; teopcM hastened to his friends, and 
after taking some refreshment, hired 
horses to carry them to where the ves-* 
sel lay at anchor ; ior though they much 
Deeded repose, they were so fearful of 
discovery, that they resolved to prbtract 
it till they got on shipboard. The old 
hprs^ which David had borrowed, Leo- 
polci ordered to be kept for three days, 
and then sent home, leaving money to 
defray the expenee; and, all arranged, 
CO ttie same evening they embarked. 
The whole crew of the vessel consisted 

F 4r of 
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©f s^ ipen twill ba>\ htit^hyfOi^fii 
the fa|;h€frs».^ w^ Aimish^ with a OQ^ 
yecB^Kse befitting the: p^i^ons iti wm W 

For ^(ne days th^ vind being Mfi 
Mm'g^f et WAS . delighted with thfi ^ voy% 
«ge I the reHiembraBce cdon^ pf Austis 
saddened her sati^factioi^ as it did alci9 
that' of Leopold and AUea The fiHh 
day> the wind suddenly shiftily the set 
became agitated, and an f(f>fioQehiog 
tempest was pfi^gnostiicated by the ssiilors. 
For two days it however only thr eciteA» 
ed» without other damage than pre^eiaiW 
iDg thar ^xi^ress; but ovk the Hui^ tlw 
sea swelled fearfully, the sky beesmi 
ebudy» the tbimder, tremendously J)ear> 
rolled over them, and thQ lig;htiil|ig» y^t 
more tremendous to behold^ At iat«r?ab 
eoMghtened with livid flame the wSiit 
ajcpaase of the darkened heavens^ The 
litde vessel, unable to resist the stano^ 
became, as it wer^ the spoit of the waivesi 
The eoedage was reot with the force of 

the 
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tfa^ nHn j^ imd tb# Hghtoing stiikiag tihe 
Hiait; frhrv^i^ it to pi^fses ; and, to com^ 
plete "tlpsir im#>rtqiie^ tbe Tessel sprang 
A Ieak» whicli r^uired the fttinqfit exer^ 
tion to be kept mid». In this disas- 
tfovLS trtate, gmong the most active was 
Xieopold, assisting in the most laborioui; 
exerticms to save the ship; and, if a mo- 
.m&tit intervened, punning to Alice mkd 
^argarel, and entreating them to sop* 
|iort their spirits. 

" Alas P' said Margaret, ** I involve 
fU my fii^ds in niin. Father Austin 
ardSers through me ; and now, my dear 
£teme, and you, Leopold, will, I fear, pe* 
jish with me." 

'^ Would I alone might perish to save 
you i*^ replied Lieopold, warmly. 

'*^ My' aged life is of no value,*" said 
Afiee ; ^^ and whether I attain the great 
9nd for which we were ail created, by 
3irater or by land, by sickness or other 
yi^Hislticm of God» is imms^erial: but 
ihough J am ^lonvineed his wisdom m 

F 5 all 
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all knet»8 he^st, yet to see the xhildxso 
dear to me, andtbe*geherous y^vth /wbo 
hfts ventured "lo mueii - for her/ at: the 
poiiyt of befa)g burted in thib world of 
waters, pierces riiy heart, and, Woe to 
Isay, withdraws my mind from that pre- 
paration we should all make ut so awful 
-ajuncttire.''^ * . . 

■^ Think not of me," replied Leopold. 
*Mf I cannot save you, my dear friends, 
to perish with you is all I faaire to wish. 
liCt me, however, entreat you ..not to 
'give way to despondence; the Any of 
'th^ storm must, I trust, be soomexfaaust- 
ed, and though we are in dangtf, yet let 
us not be without hope,** 

*^ But for me^** said Margate!; :*f my 
dear dame would have ktid her iKiooured 
head in consecrated ground, and at her 
last hour have^ received the pi<>us'<»res 
of the holy church. But for me, you, 
Leopold, might have lived as you de- 
serve, respected and honoured, and died 
in old age, surrounded by your friends 

and 



/ 



OR, THE NUN'S^ story* 107 

-widi MohUdreii^ Oh^ blessed Hef^ven r 

y^clsamed she^ i '^save my frjiendsr and 

ijbinrtA^ uniSi^rtujiaibe Margaret tp hex pa- 

irelitsi. Ff esevte , my hoB^ured &tber 

? Austin jGrom t^he baseness of bii^ enemii^s, 

^sttd 0wr my beloired Isabel sti^teh.jtby 

. fBoteolmg wkigs; and as in b^r wiU ceur 

tre the name^ honours, and fortune of 

idle. £NXlify of Fitzwaker, so in ber may 

, centre all its virtues T * : 

r : ^ Thy esEample, Margaret, is worthy 

imitBtion^'' said the dam^. *\ Let vs 

tqpra^; tit >mll calm our spirits, and should 

-itihteiinortal atfoke fall, at least it will find 

*tt&jfffcxfetiy empk>yed/' 

" Do so," said.Leopcdd. . " For me, 
%'vnth tbe.bigbcst v^ier^tion for reHf^on, 
rHzotsuoA: al this moment stay, for my 
iafei$tanoe by tbiie^ time is again necas^ 
^'^ary^ one c^ the sailors but relieved me 
..^tbfipump«^ J 

•? Leopold tfa^i left the», and found 
: ell in confiiaion among the small crew. 
The water had gamed considerably upon 

F 6 th^m. 
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ihem, and, weary with unsaraesaftiL^iu 
€rtions, tbey began to sui&r 42e^)aiir tar 
overwhelm them. In. vain tiie m^sta^ 
entreated them to use their endeaTcmn 
*^-tbey peremptorily refusedr^^ Wht»e 
§9 the use to labour?" said tfaey:.'^we 
may as well sink 3ittiiig still» as stragw 
gUng to effect what is impossible The 
Storm appears zatfaw to increase thait 
abate." 

** Fie on ye!" said Leopold; ** aueye 
men, and speak thus ? Siicely it is m^tit 
worthy to die nobly striving against fidr. 
versity, than sinking like xsowiuftis \m^ 
it ! Ye are aU, except the lad, beyoad^ 
your boyilih days^ and yet you makp a; 
youth like me l^sh &>t your weakaesd. 
Some of you, perhaps all, have .wjives, 
children, aged paients, and homes* f enif» 
dered dear to you by a thousand tei^der^ 
remembrances, and yet y6u ookMy give 
them up, calber than exert yourselves a 
little longer. Behold me— *I am aipne in 
the world ; I have no father to weep for 

me— 
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me-«Ulo bnrtkir to hment tny fate-^tiD 
|ml^ iftibther ear sister to ofi^ prayers 
&»my sbvtVsreposi&i and yet I am will'* 
jng to Itfbour,' till, oywecmie with &« 
iSgu^; I drop iff the exertion' f<Mr our mu-r 
tual presp^iVatieh. Come, Hnen^ resutne 
your tonrage a fittle longer, and if I Mf; 
be the Arsttlso repro£k:h me : proclaim m^ 
eovMtd^ ^ggard, and vain-boadter, and 
may the name rest on me for ever !" 

** ©enerdttt youth f* said tJie master 
of th^ Tewel, *^ the spirit of Heav^ ant^ 
mMes you: Seconded by you, we will,' 
if nn c^fato$ rdbse, struggle together! 
the God who gave so noble a heart as 
beater in ybur bosom will not sufifer it 
to'sink in this tenipesf 

" I am ready," riepiied lieopold ; then 
turtiriiilg to th^ sailor^, he addefd — 
** Thitofe, my friends, you see your wives 
and childrai hold out their hands to en.- 
treat you to save your lives for their 
sake : their bread, their very existence, 

depend 
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depend on jou; A fem^hotjn hmd h^ 
bour may; pecfaaps^ overcome the >dan« 
ger, and, our little vessel ra&ttedf= you 
may readi your native land in: m&ty, 
and agam receive ther wlimi ivSeloorine 
of affectioDi your childrtn Way «g«n 
o&nb your knees, while your wives in 
transport bless Heaven fiir giving them 
hmbands capable of such perft^vi^ranee 
in the hour of calamity. Com^ tb^^'as 
the dangear is general, so be tfaei honour. 
Wbat say ye? — ^tvill you not join* a^?" 
. "In life and death !" exdaM»ed' the 
faen. " , We will save the vef»el> or: pe- 
ri»h in tiie struggle." ■ v . 

*• ftuvely resolved T replied Leopold: 
^* be assured ychx will speedily aee 4kB 
e^Rjct of our labours.'' , i 

Tbe storai contitmed with the u^ost 
violence, and, in spite of all their ebdi^a^ 
vcmrs, they codld not Jbeep the watef $uf- 
iiicfently nnder to cosisider thetnselves 
secure. It had^ hbwever, decreased since 
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iiiefar united vdHbrte, and that Ahcovery 
in^ABome measure pi^erVed them &oin 
despondesiise. 

. t iieopdldy seizing an initerval when he 
:wasi;i^ieved^ hastmed to the cabin, where 
Ue^ibundtboth: ABoe and Mmrgairet ^eat- 
^ed on the floor; for unable^ from .the 
^h§9iAng of tiiie vessel, to keep their i^airs, 
l^&y bad taken that precantioiu ^ Mar- 
cga](«!t% smm were dasped roond A^ce, 
wiu> M{^rted her head on hei^ bomm. 
' ^f My beloved friends,*' said Leopold, 
"Wr&mnghitmel£ by them, with an* etap- 
'^(niF'he ecmld not repress, and encircling 
them in hi$ arms, ** raise your depressed 
^r^ U^the danger is decreased, and, as 
^the a^ors now exert themselvea to the 
uttermost, I entertain the most livdy 
Jiop^'thaJt in a iisw^ shouts we shall be 

Margaaret, raising her head, replied-^ 
Kind and considerate Leopold, do not 
attempt to deceive us. I have tliought 
your absence long, and rejoice to see you 

once 
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tmoe more. Giire nie yeur htf fi4^ «0li^ 
tirnied she ; ^' I have that of (lie dam^ t 
thus united, we will all die togeth^.^ 

Leopold took Margaarefs offered faaAd, 
md iQised it to his lips. For a liiotaaeiil 
he was unable to Te^ly^ hut at ieiigtli» 
though with a hesitating voioe, he anw^ 
jTwered— *^ Believe me, the danger is ii^ 
daetf le^ened.*' 

^-^*4l the danger is decreased,'' repMed 
Margaret, raising her eyes to his laiee, 
** why do you even tremble? Jjeopdd' 
is not a man to tremUe without dangei^^ 

** On my life, my alarm ]«speetir% <||*^ 
storm has greatly subsided,^' answei^M 
he. 

^ What then do you fear? fer ydte* 
are visibly agitated. Why wiH you terf 
tell us ? Is not the dame your niot^er, 
and am not I your sister, and do we riot 
both esteem and love you ?" 

** I fear myself," answered he, taking^ 
his arm from round the waist of Marga* 
ret, and hastily rising ; ^^ I fear not per* 

forming 
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«i^ Tam mm'ii mrncr, lift 

fsmbklg^ tbe eltaiife entnlsiied tm by ^ 
^MMrJbo^iii with that iin^kioidbed Ji^t 

. /< Ab r netumed Margftrefe " who 
would ha^e perfonned it with such Uif 
deliti^^i^ OMt M jrou have dime? If 
ve e8«ifi9 Hm 9tol?in> to y^u. wo shall 
owe il;» »9b lU)^ hour israiiew tbo qaptstin told 
ti9; and if we ^ks you have cmHf 
odf yow ehi^ with your Ufe.'' ^^ . 

^ It ii time J rdkved my oc^miadesi^'f "^ 
aMm^Oiei he, in e huraedaeo^t; '^I 
wjU he:wi6b you iigein when J hiyFo ^ 

, *^ Good yqi^ bow truly esthoafate ii 
4% diiwaeter r said Margaret, after he 
left thwL ^' But; you do iu>l speak* my 
^lear daroe: the 4sngeat surely lessensR 
lor Leo|»old is ido deceiver.'' 

'^ I t:^k not» and I ^ny that he 
may guess tarulyi I would we bad pe- 
vcff ham diiven to give fatm sueh trou^ 
Uef * , 

^ So doX dame; but yet I sm pleased 

that 
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tiHat we knew biih. Hafd Heavei^ ^veiji 
me a Inrottif^, he would pe^ps have 
been brave, like Leopold; and yet I 
think I could scarcely have loved him 
better/' 
/ ' The storm had lasted the whole night 
and day» with unabated rigo^r, smd; 

^, surrounded by a heavy fog, and driven 
by eon trsffy winds, the captain concluded 
his yesftl could not be a great distance 
. from the coast of Daamark, but was ^n* 
able to form any exact judgment, for^ 
though the storm subsided toward -even* 
ing, anightj horrible from its darkness^ 
siicbeeded. Not a i^tar beamed to give 
them hope; yet Leopold was not to be 
discouraged — ^he continued his exertions^ 

' and by his exam^e and worjs so excited 
l^e sailor^ that before dag^rn tl^e water 
was oomidefably k>wered in the holfL 
^ In the morning, when the first streaks^ 
of light b^an to appear, Leopold anx- 
iously looked for land. To his great sa« 
tisfactionrthes^n, though feeble, began 

to 
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to ^Miie/and though m yet He eould 
diiscOvtt in> track, he w^s in hopes :that9 
Be&re ^evening, that desirable event 
wbdld take plseae. 

About noon, as he was busily em- 
plc^dd at the pump, the welcome cry of 
— *^ Land! landr strack his ear, and, 
relinquishing for a short period his work, 
his eyes verified what his ear had heard. 

Running to Margaret's cabin, he rush- 
ed in. — ** Congratulate me,'* cried he, 
in a transport of joy—" the coast of 
Denmark is in sigh^! You will in a 
f&w hours be in safety, and Leopold will 
be pr^erved from the most cruel of all 
sorrows, that of seeing bis fUends p»« 

^^^^ Kv» welcome,** answered Marga^ 
rtrf,^ ^ biit now doubly so, for you bring 
the most delightftil tidings that ever yBt 
^fislddened my heart : my dear dame 
W^be saved, and I shall not plunge 
you, Leopold, into an untimely grave." . 
AHce joined her congratulations with 

those 
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those of Margaret; and Leopold, $til| 
attentive to hk labcHu:;^ aeon after 1^ 
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CHAPTER VIL 



Toward the ev«iing, which was deaiv 
they made the coast of Denmark, but 
in a spot so uncultivated and savage^ 
that they rather rejoiced than grieved at 
ideeting with no inhabitants. Seeking 
out the safest part of the coast, they cast 
anchor, and in a few hours made shift 
to stop the leak that had caused them 
such uneasiness. 

It was now that all required rest, and, 
rdteving each other by turns, they soon 
succeeded in alleviating, if not at once 
Overcoming the fatigue they had endu- 
red. 

The succeeding day the sailors began 
to refit the Vessd, in order to enaUe 

her 
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her to continue her voyage ; and on tb« 
evening, resting fimn their dangers, re- 
gardless of the past danger, they sung, 
joked, and laughed, with the blunt sim« 
plidty of honest seamen. Leopold walk- 
ed on the tieck with Alice and Marga^ 
ret, where the captain joining them, re- 
lated^ much to the confusion of Leopold^ 
how greatly he was obliged to his exer- 
tions; adding, that but for his ccmduct 
and perseverance, the vessel had un- 
doubtedly been lost .♦ } i 

After a week of hard labomv the cap* 
tain thought the vessel equal to eontinue 
itl5 way, and the wind proving £ivour» 
able, after a pleasant voyage they reached 
Embden. .1 

As the vessel was engaged by the 
FraneiscanSf the master ref]iised any gra^ 
tuity from Leopold, who, . however, be- 
ibre he 1^ the ship, in the lady Marga** 
ret'« name, presented the sailors with 
money, — " My fidends," said he, . " be- 
fore we part, as most, or indeed all^ ot 

you. 
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you, are fix:ed for life to gain an exist- 
ence at sea, let me entreat you, from the 
wonderful escape we have faa;d, never to 
lose your courage nor presence of mind. 
You have witnessed the fruits of activity 
and perseverance ; and now my predic- 
tion will be verified~-y ou will soon re* 
turn to your native land. In the em* 
braces of your wives and children may 
you forget your danger ! or» if rempm^^ 
bered, may you only recollect it as a 
spur to prove of what exertions sailors 
are capable!" 

As he concluded, he shook each by 
the hand^ and bade them farewell. 

Giving a night to repose^ they pro- 
ceeded on their way to Bremen. , 

Notwithstanding Lec^ld had now 
fulQlled the task allotted him by the 
hdy-abbess and father Austin, yet his 
heart was by no means at ease» and 
though he exerted his utmost endea* 
vours^ he could not conceal the oppres* 

siou 
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sion lliat hung orer bim. Margaret Asb 
was not more cfaeeif ul. H^ mi^hei^g 
death in that country cast a gloom on 
her spirits^ and when she ^poke <^p(Brt« 
hig with Lei^old, she sighed inv<^nt»- 
rily, 

Alice dropped a tear when she re^ 
fleeted on the death of Blandly revived 
in her menu^y by the ^scenes around 
hen The remembrance ak>ne of Uie ab- 
bess appeared to give her pl^tsure* and 
recommending to Margaret to regard h^ 
as a model of human perfection, she be^ 
came fevish: in her praise. 

'^ My dear dame," said |d[argat<et^ 
*' pardon me, but you speak of the ab- 
bess as of one whom you well Iniow : I 
l)efore comprehended you were searody 
acquainted.* 

" I know her well,'* replied AUee, 
** though many years have, elapsed sin^ 
we met. She was then at once the most 
pious and lovely wcmian my^yes ever 

beheld : 
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beheld: her beauty has, doubtlessi 
fecledy but her heart is evidently the 
aame.'* 

Convefsing thus, as they traTelled slow- 
ly on their mules, they, after a pleasant 
journey, reached ' Bremen, when they 
. immediately repaired to St. Mary's. Aa 
they approached, neither Margaret not 
Leopold appeared inclmed to converse^ 
lufid, on reaching the gates, the y<mth's 
agitation was so great, that he had 
scanty power io litl Margaret from her 
mule. 

Announced at the grate, they were 
instantly shewn into the parlour, where 
they were at first received by the sister 
Clarice, and in a few minutes after by the 
abbess. 

. All that Margaret had before heard 
of the latter appeared now poor and cold 
praise, so much, in her opinion, did 
Adelaide surpass all the women she had 
. yet seen. On receiving Margaret, she 
pressed her in her arms, and for some 
Iroji. iiL G minutes 






niiiutefl wept bitterly ; then tdming to 
tiid ditfi^i flbe imd««*-^ My ^ckMl Alice, 
I rejoice to see you : many sorrow^ ksmi 
fWfted ovep both our btttds Bince kst we 
met, but I trust they bave boeii mIii* 
tary pwdishnieBts, for, i^ttaehed to worid*. 
]y ot^cts» we might otfacsfvise hare fix« 
«d oar hapfmiess bere^ imtead oi bem^ 
gfter.-^My fahr Maiigaret, yon are weU 
tcmet if your &ce bespeaks you tmly^ 
iheh will you indeeed be ckar td me^** 

f Amidst these eongratuktfeqs,** in* 
terrupted Clarice, ^ you forget the yotiM^ 
towhom this meeting is due. Speak to 
him, I cmj«iK you ; be mmts the ut» 
most attrition.'* 

The abbess approaebid Leopold.-^ 
^* My good youth," said she, ** how sMl 
we repssy afi the ofoligsftions we owe 
p>u ? Father Austin has shewn hii 
trust in you, by choosing you fbr this eft 
fee." 

LeopoM jkherj presented the leWtt 
ikom the fVanciaaaiis. 

•^Father 
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:^<F^arA«i8titi;' taklsbe, '' iMrth not 
written then ? ' I 1]€4>ed to birv9 re« 
odinrei a letter frodn one of mham vir* 
ttie i hafve so frdquentljr kefttd honour^ 
Ate mmttioaEi." 

JLeopold iofomied iier, tint the fiw 
tras ia oonfiamattitt and emseiqiMtttljr 
bMfMe of wntin^; and Afioe, ki few 
viHKrdsy. jrekted tiie 8eia»w ttint had m- 
«faM^ tbdm ila«dk M&ge in fli^it 

In the mean time, Margaret looked 
fli^owly iT0imd.~«^ Bardoi inc^** isaid 
Mimt tfiB^iy ; ^.but lies mf dear laabd 
Irft you ?" 

''Iffi," ^mwtered tlit sfalKMi ^'the 
IpDod gid ifi «tffl Wi&iM: idhe tilulil »». 
fteill ]P bft calUL Her heart kaa «irfB» 
eit maoy jattxiotts houts es yam account; 
Aeirefwe apeak of the. opprassion you 
l)ftte .sufiS^ned fiom hst* motliir as tciau 
derly as the sabjeet wiU pfimut»" 

'' Though IsAy De Lamny/' f «pUad 
Margaret, '' hates me, I h^pe I flMl no- 

08 ver 
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Ter forget she was my father's vnk, tod 
is the mother o£ Isabel.'' ^ 

** Soaring above bd^g biassed by tiie 
lioitry consideration of a division 6i 
wfialth,** returned the abbess^ ** yourself 
and Isabel will, I trust, be ever united 
in the strictest bond of sisterly a£^ction.? 

'^ I wish no division," interrupted 
Margaret ; ** I require only to be, with- 
out dbaiAe, acknowledged her lawfol sis- 
ter.^ 

** And you are so,'' said the abbess : 
'^ she is content to be considered FitTh 
waiter's youngest daughter." 

At that instant, Isabel, who had been 
called, though not informed on what oo-- 
casion, entered. She gazed round har 
for a minute, as if she doubted the evi- 
dence of her senses, until Margaret eel- 
tified what she had almost thought inw 
possible, by dasping her in her arms,ahd 
exclaiming-*-*" My beloved Isabd! do 
you not know me ?" 

"My 



! ^^ My sister! iny Margaret! is it ii>- 
deed you?** replied Isabel. " Methought 
tiie happiness was too great to be real* 
My dame too ! This surely is no dream? 
My dear, dear mother, receive and bless 
yonr child T 

AUce threw her arms round hi^, and 
repeatedly blesised her« 

*^ But you come from home ?^ after a 
pause said Isabd. *' How doth my mo- 
ther ? Is she in Northumberland ? I 
tMst the lord De Launcy doth not for- 
get what is due to her ?** ' 

** I think not, my sweet cbild,^- re-. 
pUed Alioe; ^ thdr' hearts appear in 
unison, and that ialone can mider the 
^inaitiage state happy.'' 
. f' Thank God ! thank God !^ repeated 
|label« emphatically. ** My mother 
may have faults, but they are not to be 
rrraoiembered by her child/' 

*^ Nor.by h» dau^ter-in-law," added 
Margaret, warmly. 

*' Thank ye, sweet sister," said Isabel, 

G8 kissing 
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her rfteei; *♦! Amid to Ak; 
but happiness Itas net brought you bri«^ 

' *^ Tlicrt is i]bt time to taBc on those 
whjects Bow^'' saki tbeaUbiess; ''retire 
into the inner apartment/ where yon 
May ooiiverse at leisare. I haire busi- 
ness with our young fii^id here; thut 
iCODcluded, I will join you.'^ 

In the pleasure of meeting Isabel^ 
Margaret bad almost forgotten Leopold, 
but thus recaOed to rec<4kction, iA^ 
turned her eyes toward bim. Hiif &ee 
was alternately pale and fiusbed'with 
crimson^ and though his lips mon^ei, no 
sound passed them. 

" My dear y outhi'^ md Alice; adraii^ 
cing towards him, *' I trust we shall mieet 
in happier days ; tiffi when^ be aiteuttA 
the warmest recolleedoB of yotir attetln^^ 
tive kindness wiB dwell in our bewrt^ 
^he abbess wiB doubtless know where 
you are placed, and from her we shj^ 
learn of your health*'^ 

Leopold, 
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' Leppold* ^dfavouring to rt^rtf ld« 
Qooluaioii^ awwered-r-^^ My 4e$ti)Qodoii^ 
my good dame, is £Bgland ; aod wh^tf 
ever &te attends me, be assured that tbt 
remembrance of my virtocms and nobk 
firiends in Germany wHl never kave my 
memory but with my life." 

'^ To Engknd !" repeated Margaret, 
faltering i ^^ and wherefore^ I pray yoii» 
tp England ? Surely it it better yotk 
iretnain berc^ where yo«i have firienda to 
d^^md you from oj^ression?'' 

'< B|it who, gentle lady, shall defend 
the generous Austin ? He honours me 
with the name of son, and I love him as 
a^.fiither* His first comn^uids were to 
96e you aafely here. That oDzruxiaiid is 
fulfilled,'' added he, ^ith a sigh, "" and 
npw duty and affection bear me bade to 
lum. I also am empowered to request 
cf the lady Adelaide to be entavsted 
onee nmre with the cionfessicm of the lady 
Blanch FitzWaher;* 

'^Exfimpfaury young nanf said the 

G 4 nbbess ; 
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4)l>efs ; *' your piety, eyen in tiiis troirld, 
will not, I trust, be unrewarded. Re* 
pose yourself a few days, and then act 
as your heart shall direct ; but remem^ 
ber, 1 have business for your private ear 
before you depart You will also bid 
Alice and Margaret farewell ?" 

*' We shall then, Leopold, meet again," 
said. Margaret. *' Take care of your: 
health. Remembi^r, it is but a shorki 
time since you were ill at Berwick. : In^ ? 
d^ you are too r^ardless of yourself i 
to .suffer your friends to be happy in i 
your absence.'" . •:? 

A$ Margaret spoke, she extended hec : 
hand to Leopold. He received, it ^wid^, 
trepidation, and raised it, withottb f ^plf ' 
to his lips; but his eyes xaeeting hers^ 
he observed they were bathed in .teais^ 

" We will see you to-moVrow at the. 
hour of noon," said the abbess, " if your \ 
convenience suits: for the present I' 
would speak to you alone.** 

Thus reminded* Alice took Mai^pu:ef s 

hand» 
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hrnidjas did aisa Isabel; and retired into ^ 
tbeeonviait 

lieopold was no somier alone witk the . 
ladies Adelaide and Clarioe, than the 
first addressing hitn, said-—'' My nephew 
Ferdinand has been und^ the utmost^ 
anxiety on your aocoont: fiom him I' 
have learned the contention between 
the count and yourself. My brother^ 
tmhappily, for some years, has been sub^ 
Ject to attacks thdt his friends fear he^^ 
tray strong symptoms of a disordered 
imagination. We mtitually grieved 
that you should undertake the voyage 
to England so iU provided; but that 
debt you will suffer us to discharge^ at 
least the pecuokuy part: for the rest» 
wemust remain your debtor." 

Leopdd modestly thanked her, in^- 
£iiined her that he had still money re^ 
xnaining from>rhat he received from the' 
Prandseans, and begged to decline her 
ofifer. 

** I must not be rafused,'^ replied the 
. . G 5 abbess. 
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ft1)be38. ^ You are youcidf m feadf iil 
confer fiivours, that you shoiiUl k«m li 
jronr turn ftotnetimtt to be obliged. 
If you refiise lh>m piMe^ it is ft 611^ tt^ 
toot it from your keart ; i£&ma fidodifr 
ty^ wkidi I bcfiev^ xeHMtaber li ||Ht 
Iroiii a mm is^ but as a bequest froea Urn 
dead, who giTO whit tbey hsve BO longer 
oeeaskm for. Take^^Ksi, tUs pvatm, and 
witb it my rmg; tbcy gmtoge^m^ tah 
fc«tis of my fritttdsiMp aM& fitituxe M|h 
nembittiieei'* * 

Leopold €ooNI ne kmger vcfine; be 
yeeeived tbe' p^sanft «f tbe abbeip, aod 
trasr preparing to Hfloa his kasoe^ whoa 
sbo saNi~^ I aaoL oomviaeeil yovr widk to 
seeFevAnaad* HisfiidaateinkiiAitmi- 
happily still in a di«oidfln& ttstsiv sanA I 
him» tberefore^ uo1it» at jovat aafixiil — 
it will be prtftrabte taut goaog ta* tbe €att^ 
tie of ]>e ISlaMMBLtL la themeaai tnois^ i 
provide youMetf witii appaael hefiMnvg 1 
your own deserts, and the frienda wht^ \ 
patr(NHz& yo«r. Rt]^ te Soi^ttd', if 

you 
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you deem it best ; but^ your business 
done there» on myself I take the ci^ of 
your future fortune." 

She then bade Leopold fiuDewell, as 
did also Clarice^ requesting him to conie 
again on tin^ ensuing lOofnang. 
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CHAPTER VIIL 



Week the abbess found herself alone 
with Clarice*— '' How happy/* said she, 
^' must the mother be, who can call audi 
a youth her son, and grow old amidst 
his children ! How many painful r^- 
membrapces does his appearance reeiiU 
to my memory!" 

^' Banish them/' replied Clarice.— 
^ You And I, Adelaide, look forward to 
n happier state. Give not way, then, I 
flN^re you, to reflections on the past ; 
|bey rend my heart, particularly when 
I reflect that I am the occasion of your 



sorrow.'^ 



•* Not so,'* answered Adelaide ; " my 

misfortunea ha«l beeu equally severe, 

i though 
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though you had never bten bom. But 
away with selfish grief !«-*this orphan 
daughter of Fitzwalter claims all my 
attention. From Alice we shall learn 
her true situation ; let us seek her — ^the 
sisters will be well engaged alone.'' 

Inquiring of a nun, they were inform- 
ed that the strangers were in the chapel 
"With tskbel ; they therefore walked tihi-^ 
ther, and found them rising from thdr 
knees at the tomb of Blanch.' The eyes 
of all were red with tears ; but by' de- 

• 

grees recovering their composuref, th^ 
enrtered into a frieadiy converse with 
the abbess, until at length she said^^ 
^' I rejoice^ my sweet girls, to see the 
flfl^otion that unites you. FcAr a time 
we will leave you to your mutual com- 
. xmiuordons, while myself and my sistef 
Ktirewith dame Ali<^, whom I widi 
to converse with alone. In half an hdur 
we shall be glad if you* Would join us." 

So saying, they left ^Margaret and 
Xsabd, and went to the lady Adel*id#s 

> chamber, 



th«mbj^ when AUce rdated mmutelf 
every idvc^onstEm^ t^t Jiad happeM^ 
to MvrgfimU the frk»4H]|i]^ of Au$tii% 
and tbe pevfK^annee of Jjeopji^' ta i^ 
leeee ber from the: power of JDe J^wn(gf« 
'' He m ]|i4hM^ a nioBt gytryyftiymiey 
ymtA^* fepjjied Cl^uriee ^ ^1 my nephew 

and pd^MkigabJt^ m whatevei be .andeCf 
talsep; e^d that chwifte^. af peais 90^ 
iii0ie tlftm he mmta^ I iprieve th^t thf 
ownt^De £k#n»n^ bw taJiieU" a difiUke 

^' The ^ike is unlbuoded a|id upt* 
jiisfci'! answered Adel^e, '^ ^e cm M 
&id Hie reas^ to-.qiialify^hia^ CQi^^uct^ 
and therefore it ea^: eoly h3i chariiy ha 
attrilDttt^ to m ocQ^ional i^&et iur l^ 

lemedy;' ; . ;j: 

** i^en r . If turaed Clarice; ^,' but i 
grieye: to «iy> .jthat-xpy fewiiljf, tfearpw* 
haek ffep[%tl|e«^ bkfi^ 

- *'Say 
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^^^Sa!f not ^"^ vepiied Adelai^e^-^ 
^ Lcmli ^ Feidimnd; I kaow not « 
nrare ^^aertfiag youtb. He a{^earfi 
waro^f attached t» i8abe|» a^d t^ioiigh 
I A^^not A90xa to notiee k, 1 wifh* &0m 
Btty heirt, it tnnK b^pfrsmneaL I kiKiw 
Hot a nrare exi9«Uaat beavt thifitv ec^ifiSGAlf 
itself odldite thid 'pkyfiikie$s^ of her «$? 

^ Fx«^ hw Ti^ liirtV «aid AHeo^ 
^ihe wii» tlif mnev I'Mifee fooliAl^ 
Ib0«l^ tbnil 001^ ]|0t love a okihi^ 
hfA Fitaweltof by a fteoond marrla^ 
biKt tha4; dear ^l htuf^ &Nroed me to r^ 

Wh8e they ^mis^ tbu^r omverslngi 
Mai^fffet a»d Isabel' were aagagedt in 
sdbtittg to eaeh etber wbatevw had hap- 
feaed ia tbeix hmg a^nUaoH. The 
flr»t» aaftemug all wherew lady Be 
!l4UiiBey had a j^art^ infomied her sifter 
ef the oaeusreBces thtft had oc^bmed to 
laotdec her atay in !M^U»ij)aberlaiid disr 
tMssingv attd rediieed })er t^ sMk ti^ty 

from 
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frrai parsecutibn in flight. Wh«n fihe 
Spoke of what Austin was suffering oh 
her accottnt, they mingled their tears ; 
Ibut when the discourse recurred to 
Leopold, Margaret's face glowed with 
blushes ; and though she longed to b6 
llaTish in his praise, a sentiment which 
she could not express withheld hen 

^ I grieve/' said Isabel, as she oon^ 
eluded, *' that these disagreeaUe events 
have happened. Why, my lister, will 
they endeavour to sow division between 
us? We have no separate int»6sf^ 
and that the world shall witness. I am 
in hourly expectation that my n^other 
will send for me hcmie, as the daughter 
of the count De Ranstade has been gone 
isome time ; but of this be. assured, thift 
nothing shall ever make me ocmsenf t0 
give my hand to Kichard De JLauticy.'^ 

At the time the abbess had aj^int-^ 
ed, the sisters joined her rand in the 
evening, Ferdinand De Hoifhian' came 
to the graf^, to f>ay his duty to his 

aunts. 
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tunts. He informed them thitt^fa^ had 
received a private message' from Ijec^ 
pold, and in consequence had seen him. 
-=-** I grieve," said he, warmly, ** not 
having it in my power to offer that ' 
youth my home. To go with him to 
England would gratify me highly ; hut 
I dare not' propose it to my fatlier, " 
whose disocmtent and ^oom, I thinl^ 
inereime didly. I shall n6t even; n^ett- 
tion ^Leopold's return, for<I, am con^ 
vinoed'that against him-^ "count be^s 
the most ittvindble h4ll<^(l/' 

Isabel oonversed/|pth Ferdinafid witll 
ease and familiarity : she intcodueed him 
to Margaret t/^^h^ elder sister, and t^ 
Alice as licsr'adopted mother. 

FwBpf Leopold's story they were pre- 
paci)^ to esteem him, and his appearance 
and manners justified the encomiums 
they had heiurd. BLe related to his aunts 
the high eharacter Leopold had given 
him of friar Austin, and expressed the 
"vtrntnest deim^ to be acquainted with so 

good 
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gy»9d a mai)^ I^ec^p^dd had tspdkmk 9f 
b|8 viiteea aiid his umlm^Qly ; h^t af 
t^ the remarks he bad made tevfedmf^ 
th(e ^ffecl; that even the mmQ •f the 
ahheai had upoi^t hi«i, he ragaided tfaaf; 
at soBk oheaTTation he had 90 ri^t t# 
eomijDiiiiiGate^ ev^ to his desne^ ItieiR^. 

The i^kei^hearted laid^V bad ht^m 
Ythited all 9be knew» msid ^ es^n^bifled 
a^cpunts intevested both , Adelaida and 
Qarice in hit 8onw9. 

<< Isabel*'' said the abbetsb ' - telU me^ that 
from what she has ever he«i9d« OQ doubt ia 
aftti^rtamed but the frias is of high %ikt 
though he GOKiceab it Alas! jB^bt^knowf 
VFhat dreadfu} isds&Ftunes may have r^ 
duced him to such a seiFmty of Ufe ? 
You,^ dame Alice, were most acquaiDted 
with the baroa Fitz waiter's attacfam^^ai 
do you know the &mily e£ this gsod 
man?" 

Pardon me, lady*" yeptied AUor: 

my dear depstttejl kn-d ^trusted-b)9 

fiiUhlul s«nwat Datid and im arnir 

with 









.viih. A^ seestetf, BtoA that ndim &O01 
fieefeauty tfaia choice ; I am not theia- 
Sme 9t Ubertjr toi cBsdbse it" i 

'* Weitkjr dame,'' aniwcred fte d»* 
iMt, ^ tiia partaalitj of Fitawalter £» 
you did honour to his discemoiezrt. 
Heaven forbid I should wish you to 
disclose a secret entrusted to you !" 

" It was strictly enjoined me on oath," 
returned Alice, " or believe me, lady, 
there is nothing I would withhold from 
you." 

^ I do believe it, and am satisfied; 
and can only pray, that whosoever he 
be, the Vir^n may relieve and softan his 
sorrows !" 

*^ I thank you for him. That is all 
we have to hope, for happiness is torn 
firom him for ever " 

'* I grieve for it," replied Adelaide. 
'^ Like myself, his name appears to have 
been written in the sour book of misfor- 
tune.'* 

' Clarice, who was ever cautious of her 
^- sister's 
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sister's referring to painful rememi 
changed the subject by addressing Fer- 
dinand, who, after some conversation, 
retired^ though not till he had twice re- 
ceived bis aunt's request to that pur<^ 
pose. 



' . 



CHAP- 



'Oft, TB£ NUM'S 8T0BY.' 141 



CHAPTER JX. 



The interview between Ferdinand and 
Leopold had been as that of affectionate 
brothers long separated. Ferdinand re* 
lated all that had happened in his ab- 
sence, and in return received from Leo^ 
pold an account of whatever had befallen 
himself since his departure, and also his 
intention of returning immediately to 
England.—'' Oh, my friend," said he, 
'' I shame to tell you all my weakness^ 
and to whaj; a point my bold presump- 
tuous heart has misled me. In your 
bosom I will deposit my frailties, and 
then endeavour to forget them^ though* 
alas ! I fear the efibrt will be unavailing. 
Beggar that I am, I ^x)uld not see and 

know 
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know Margaret Fitzwalter without a 
sentiment which, however new to my 
heart, I am convinced is love: her 
beauty is her smallest endowment Her 
mildness, her affectionate solidtude for 
her fi-iends,* h» patience, aU conspire to 
raise her in my eyes above every wo- 
man I have yet seen, except the lady 
Adelaide ; and as fortune lias placed her 
M lugh, md me so low, there itrauuns 
but one akaaiative^ wliicb is^ to «eek m 
absence a fergetfulness of what^ had | 
been bteissed with> birth and wealUa^ 
might h»ve eonstitutted my gpreatost. 
^sattkfy fotidty. Oh, Ferdmnd, yoa 

« 

know not what I hai^e sufl^ed to se9 
her hi danger. To foe]^ as I did durkif 
the storm, the pressure of her soft baad^ 
I must have been mcro. than mw tm^ 
to have loved her. Yet» Ferdiiiand^ { 
wiU never forget what is due to her, and 
will rather perish thaa aet unwqprtiqr 
the trast repdsfd in me,'' 

'^ Lai^ld," answered Ferdinand 

" brothers 



t>tli€»s m ii£fectloii, Tre are hroliiem 
aAcrtimr tie: Margwet ctftnnct be 
to y<yi»* liMrt tiiai) is h<»* is^er 
to mine. I wiS ncrt> tkou^ thefe are 
many lybstackfg) iiespsdr; and ^oidd I 
be suoeesrfol, if with my forto&e, and 
Iheir weiE^tb, we camiet ftirni«h enoiiglL 
fixr tbee, ikaa art more unoonsciilnttble 
tii«i I have hitherto bdieved thee." 

'^Generous Ferdinand! jrour fri^dd^^ 
flAip misleads yoU) and for a moment 
makes you forget it is to the son of iSu 
^lohM Stemhei^ you are speak^g. No^ 
fieTer will t bring disgraoe en tbe wo« 
man I love. By your interest^ and that 
of j0ar nolAe family, the lattmo^ I as* 
pire to is to gain 4ionour in the seryiee 
of my eountry .^ 

1%ey conversed more -on ikte imbject; 
bbt to the same purport, and at length 
separated, proimsing to mee^ the eiu 
suing evening. 

The next morning Leopold wm true 
to the time appoioted by tibe lady Ade- 
laide. 



hiBlKc He ^vte Mwly clothed, in a vesti 
douUtt^vwd cloak ^of fine wojaUen ickitik^ 
a hat 'Mud ftather, aiid hy Im 8i4Q .a 
iwrad^ mther &r use th<a shew.^ 
. The ladfes Addha^ loid Qwioer^ 
ceived him kindly, both uniting inprefla- 
.i^g hkn to accept a sumy svdSwient not 
ettly to defimy his expenoes to Engtmii, 
but also^ ]£ need w«re» to flupport-^njiid 
enable Austin to fulfil bis d^gn^ ill 
faiihgiBg forward the proof pf Mai;ga- 
jnef s iegitioiaey. . 

This motive was toppow^nful to b^ 
tfifumii Ijeopold therefow «oeq^<je4 ihe 
oharge, thci kdy Adelaide adding*?*? 
If Yon will also bear to the; ^tbar 
our good wishes, a|id t^ hini^/ lijtat 
should all other means fial^ I wift inte- 
l^st the pope in his favour : ive amanMNIPr 
ly related) and his holiness w% i wfii ' 
oopvineed* not see so good a man pp. 
pressed fi>r his > generous protection q£ 
an heli^bw orphan.'* 

The abbess then gave him the eou^ 

fession 
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&ssi(^ of the lady Blandi iltzwaltar, 
carefully sealed up; and directed to Aua- 
4in; th^i wishing him a stieoeflsfol voy* 
ag^ she retired, saying, they would send 
Alipe and the sisters to hid him fiire- 
weU. 

Margaret, on their entrance, did not 
speak ; but her features testified a oon* 
«eni ^for his departure, far more flattef- 
fmg itmk words. 

Isabel first addressed him.-r-*^' Yoa 
are once more bound for England,** said 
she : ^' Heaven prosper you in all where 
I with duty may wish it ! Bear my ^ 
fiK^onate regards to father Austin, juid 
tell him, though so long abs^it, I must 
not be forgotten/' 

^ The memory of &ther Austin is 
Dot yet so defective as to suffer him to 
fbfget so fair a maid,** returned Leopold; 
*• I will, however, convey your message 
truly. For myself, I hope my duty 
will never call me where it can interfere 

VOL. III. H with 
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4Vitii ycnirs, as 1 then should feel reluc- 
tance* in performing it.** 

♦'I have nothing, my dear youth, to 
ifepeaty but a blessing on you," said Alice. 
^* HeaVen guide your steps, and fulfil 
your wishes ! shall be my ccmstant prayer 
till we meet again," 

*^ That Heaven may guide mj steps 
i equalfy prayf" replied Leopold ; •* but 
for my wishes, dame, they do not per- 
liajfe liimt' to be fulfilled." 
-r «* Then your understanding and piety 
Vill eniable you to overcome them^^ said 
she. " Peace and comfort rest on you ! 
I part from you, methinks, as I should 
have done from a son, had I been blessed 
with one." 

Leopold kissed her hand, and advan- 
cing towards Margaret, he added — ^f For 
you, iliy lovely sister (for I will at this 
moment profit by the honour you have 
doiie me by that name), I believe I 
know all that you have to say to tlie 

* -Mar. 



friar. I will tell him your anxifety on 
his account — ^the uneasiness of ydur vioyv 
age; and, to console him for the un^ 
pleasant commencement of my nalra^ 
tive, conclude with informing him that 
I left you well and happy, under'the 
protection of the lady Adelaide." 
' *' Happy !'* repeated Margaret : ** how 
^can I be happy, while the good fether 
and ydu are so perplexed on my ac- 
count? Do you, Leopold, think so 
tittle of the danger 6f your ftiends, as 
to judge they can be so unmindful ©f 
yours ?•• 

f * 'Nay/' interrupted Alice, ** I pn^ 
ye let us part at once — ^it is courting 
pain to prolong it thus." 
. 5 M Farewell then, Leopold ! brothefr— 
friend — ^protector !'* said Margaret. **"I 
will not say a prayer without retnember- . 
ittgyou.?' > 

** If the prayers of angels are accept- 
able before the Throne of Mercy, yours 

Hg will 
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will not fail of their effect,'' replied Leo- 
pold. ^' Farewell, most grade and best 
of women! May Heaven guard you> 
and grant to Leopold the blessing of see- 
ing yon placed in peace and happiness P 
' As he spoke, in haste to conced the 
iohfusidn that overpowered him, he 
mashed from the apartment, ^nd left- the 
eonvent. 

Margaret threw herself into a ch^, 
and gave way to her teaiis, till called ti^ 
ireeolkcticHi by Alice, and the s,^Sd€^A6ia^ 
^e caresses of IsstbeL Her spirits MitS^ 
what relieved, she endeavoured t6 ehtc^ 
4nt^ discourse with them; buthdrkn- 
im&8 were contrary, and her iob8!§i^^ 
tions vague. * -^''^^ 

' "« How starikingly Leopold ii9«efiild^te$ 
Ferdinand De Hoffman r saidi IM^I 
.* To-day, that he is more p]x>perly^i&l$th- 
ed, the likeness is astonishing. Ifis l^^ 
too is so similar, that I scarcely knewa 
difference.*' ' :^ 

•• Their 
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'*\Eheir height and part are the saitfe/? 
tepB^ Alice, "nor are theif feataip^ 

- " It i^ so obviolls,^ idded Isabd, " tbi4; 

when } meiitionect it to sister Clarice 

slie infomnaed me that the abbeBS;i»nd 

kers^ had noticed it I never yet| but 

once, saw the count De Hc^foian; ao4 

much do I wonder how my father could 

lovd that man. Had he indeed f^een 

like Fei^^tnand, no one could haye be^9 

^stonii^ed at his partidity ; but for th? 

epunt, he is one of the most disagree^ 

ii^mm I ever saw/' ^ 

r.'* ile was not always thus/' answered 

A^i ^M remember few mbre airree* 

able. A severe mental derangemenl; 

pt^:^ upon his spirits, and we should 

Jfdti^ ppity > than condemn him." 

,::'^f,MIe hates Leopold," said Margaret^ 

^Jiaikinyi off her stupor, '* and therefore 

jcsmmii be ja good man. I grieve my far 

ther was so mktaken in his character." 

.^fX^pold, though he wished to have 

H 3 departed 
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departed immediately for England, was 
necessitated to defer his intention for 
some days, as he could not procure a 
TefiTsel. During^ the time, having in- 
formed his friends: at St, Mary's of his 
disappointment, he obtained permission 
to see them every evening, and also 
liad daily private interviews with Fer- 
ditiwd^ At length the time appointed 
for saiMng arrived, and having taken 
ieav6, he left Bremen privately, join^ 
th^ vessel, and with a fair wind set sail 
once more for Eisi^Umd, iB a ship bound 
for Hull. ^^ 
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The count De Hoffinan's iqalfu^y, ^oi; 
what was denominated such, h^ ^f^^o; 
jbo SQj great a height, that he was not 
fmiy a tonnent to himself, but to .aU 
nxQjxj^d him ; and nothing but the at- 
tentive, duty of Ferdinand . could have 
enabled him^ to bear the perpetual bitter*^ 
ness and petulance of his father's tem- 
per. He shut himself up at times foi^ 
hours alone ; at others, would not suifec 
his son to quit him ; and more than once 
had endeavoured to obtain an oath from 
him, that he would relinquish all com- 
munication with Leopold : but that the 
youth had refused with t^ n^Q^l 4.?^^t 

H 4 mined 
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wined ipifit. Leopold's Ktom bad 

not, jfiowever, met his bnowled^, tiU 

the very morning before fais depattmCy 

^ wheil he learned it from mie of hiB^ do^ 

-jmesticsy :whom he employed: as a spy da 

rkis 401]^ conduct. 

: I By dint of inquiries, the lackey ob- 
tained information that Lee^ibld b»di 
^bibagfat over the lady Margaret; and 
dame Alioe, that he was highly iu the 
fitTonr of the abbess, and suffered t0 ^y 
Ins respects most evenings^at the gcaite 
fif^he convent >- 

- This intdligence communicatedixhtbe 
count, his rage knew no- bounds..: 'A 
thousand curses did he bestow. orifCla- 
xke and Adelaide, though he did not 
choose openly to vent his dispk^uBei in 
their presence, nor yet to reqiure fhepa, 
to give up the youth whose interest 
they had espoused ; indeed he well knew 
tixe request would he unavailing, unless 
he could oonvinoe them of his tm- 

worthiness. 
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and tfaat> beiog impMiilifey 
Ms anger against them could only be 
vettted in fraiti^ess rag^^ - ^r 

- Adelaide ever treated the count v^ith 
kindness and attention, but their .oha- 
racters were too dissimilar to soffier'lito 
«to be so much attached to .faiBi as she 
' was to her nephew Ferdinand; > . J 

dance felt for her brotheris iftiti|ation, 
and frequently, wb^n ^lone^etfdeairQ^* 
ed to discourse with, him on thesuifect; 
sliuj;^ he ever evaded it^ and thirt: so cau- 
tiously, that he even forboce, someiidues 
^4tF moifths, visiting the convent, :le^ she 
/shoaM ranfew it. ' . > 

.^rJiPiQtc^add by long use in ihe vice of 
^ dissofoutetioh^ the count restblved^ whan 
ntbdvfiaRife'^Servescence of hhi pfu»»M^ was 
jTpGdbt, 'to eenoeal the discovery he had 
made, from his son, but to use means, 
•ainee.all others had fiuled, finally to 
/prevent farther connection^ between^tttn 
wand Leopold. Calhng;. Aerefix», '>his 
trusty: domestic, he ordered him to has- 

h5 ten 
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ten to an bbscujre part of the city, illicit 
he exactly nominated, and to ask fdi* > 
man called Deuhopt, to order 1hii% to 
attend him at the hour of seven in'the 
evening, and to introduce him privately 
to hi« doset. .J 

The domestic obeyed ; Deuhopt fto- 
mised obedience, and the servant r^turn- 
i?d with the message to his master. 

Unfit for company, the eount stmt 
himself up alone. He took no food, but 
VTM heard to traverse the apartment 
^ith a hurried step during the whole 
day. 

Ferdinand, on parting with LeopoM» 
had hastened home; and on inquiHng 
after his lather, had beep informed 6e 
was disordered, and alone in his closets 
Waiting till he became somewhat viiht 
easy, he ventured to knock at the door, 
saying—" My lord, it is three hours bei 
yond the hour of dinner ; I pray you 
come forth, or suffer the meat to be 
served in your apartment." 

•* Begone T 
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/< Begone. P replied the cpunt, in a pais^ 
donate tone ; '^ I have no appetite &^ 
dJg^t bpt revenge ; 4^part, fool, lest it 
xeaobtheer 

. *' For the love of Heaven, dear Either, 
open the door ! Your health is,, I |eaf» 
not well : company will perhaps amuse 
your spirits.*^ 

The count evened the door; but his 
appearance increased the uneasine^ of 
Ferdinand. His face was pale,« his eyes 
pr<;gai^^d 5eyond their sockets, his lips 
tumbled, his hair was deranged aodtu^** 
right on bis head, and his whole perspjfi 
be(|M>ke at once an universal, anarchy 
^thin. — " Al^ !" said Ferdinand, ** peij* 
mili me^ to call help. You are not yquir* 
s^; sl0ep will act ap a restorative tp 
ypur wounded imagination." 

" My wounded imagi|iation !". repeat- 
ed the count; "and what, I pray you, 
ypi}ng sir, hathi wounded my imagina^ 
tion ?r-npt my son, for the world pijQ- 

h6 claims 



<daims )iii?i perfect ; hm wirtft A^^ai^ 

he, satirically^' ^/l^ruQipef; foi^JaeirrNrtiie 
an every occasioxi ; it eanq^tthev^f^re be 
him, Gry yourin^ey ! Galllnthfe ywh 
sals-— expose your father's ' weaknessHf- 
jpersnade them he is mac^ and^sekeon 
the wealth that death solong .withhe^ 
£foiQ yoiir anxious grasp : share it tviitb 
your favourite Leopold — ^rej<iice yfh$f9i 
{yoxn see me struggling in the last oon- 
Tttlsion <>f nature, and quaff wkiQ^QV^ 

■Wy. ff^'^^^ to ^^^ ^^^ voyage of myHSpi- 
rili, nflver to return !!' • » .• r j , 
» . .Ferdinand regarded his fiither with 
astonishment. — ^*^ My lord," said htf, 
•* dearly a^ I love Leopold,. I .wcruld 
sooner 9e¥er see him mqre, than ee^fyyau 
thms. Why should he tbes vfoarkfj^ 
your £mcy, when he is far away ?" ' • 

*^Bek6o," replied the count : *'naay- 
est thou never see him more, and I re- 
cover my peace ! But begone ! I have 
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lio'titnb forewords— I airi biisyr Tbi. 
fefenow i**^' wiK eoAverse^at presfent-ft 
i^lmpoi^iSbla Lea^e me.'? ^^ ^ ' -^ 
i r *< fDear &)i^f, take some refresHmen*, 
«id I will f obey; ^ but' indeed 'F cannot 
4e«wyt«i thiii^/'^ • ^ ' ^--^ 

r. ** Send me theii a nlanehet and ia^lniift- 
^1* of ^ wiiie/' lulled tWe totint; ^* '^ek 
ifee riot with q^u6stions^I wiJ* . to bb 
^kMie to-day.'' ^ - . i , y/ 

:• ** I Win Ifeteh them myselff • ah^w^r^ 
F^iriand, "" and returt instahtly.** •*'^'' 
- ' Sfe aa;^ing^ be fltew with the- w^ffith 
•of filial duty ; and unwilling the Hi- 
^keys should see his father so discbmp<!feed, 
♦brought the bread and wine* hiniselC* "^ 
I ' 'The- coiint for a momexit ap^)eare€l 
^llMj^^with his attention ; biit having 
'tak^n^the wine, he again requested to 
be left atone until the hour of nine, when, 
be* <Jbserved, he should be ready for sup- 
pfer. * ' * 

fearful of exasperating hilni te he ip^ 
fteared more calm, Ferdinand obeyed, 

and 
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and retired to hk chamber, where he re- 
mained till six, when he i^ain ventured 
to ask at his father's door i{ he badanj 
eommanda?' 

^' Non^" relied the cx^uiit, calmly? 
*' but to send me a flask of win.e. . I aca 
better — Leave me.** 

^' Thank God r returned Fcsidinatid, 
emphatically; and fearful of renewing 
his disorder by opposition, he left.him^ 
desiring his favourite lackey ta. cany 
what he ordered. 

He waited till the servant ^turned-i 
His master, he said; was well, but* toiidl 
him he should be busy till late in ifi^, 
evening, and requested that he migliit; 
not be again disturbed till he came fortb^- 
which would be as speedily as hiSiJ^^i^; 
ness was cc«nplete. * » f : 

Tranquillized by this reply, Fenii*. 
nand resolved to pass the time as pli$f|r-\ 
santly as he could until supper, when he 
hoped to find his Other's .spirits coiviti 
posed. 

At 
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At the hour of seven, the servaiit in- 
finmed the oonnt that Deuhopt attescU 
ed' aecDrding to his order. In faltering 
accents he commanded him to be-admit- 
ted, and pouring out a goblet of wine, 
he <bank it, with the haste of a man who 
knows not what he is doing. 

Deuhopt entered. He wals appaiiently 
of the age of fifty, his person musoilar^ 
and his -visage Unfavoured; in short, he 
was a man from whom a good painter 
would have chosen to personify a mid*f 
n^ht assassin. He entered the count's 
^set with less ceremony than might 
have been^ expected from the difference 
^f their situations in life, and was no 
sooner desired to take his place, than h^ 
oh&yeA, in a manner that, could it have 
b^n interpreted into words, might have 
run thus : — *^ I have earned this distinct 

"Deuhopt," said the count, "I am 
Leopold, I understand, hath 

been 
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been returned near a fortnight ; I never 
heard it till tliis d«y. Adelaidie and 
Clarice warmly patronize hinu The for- 
mer, I have no doubt, should we at- 
tempt, as we before thought, to get him 
into our power, would not sample to in- 
terest the pope in his fevour. What is 
to be done ? Riches await thee : eouii- 
sel thy master, and, if possible, heal his 
wounded mind.'' 

Deuhopt made a long pause— -^ Co\ild 
I hive foreseen this trouble,": at l^gtih 
replied he, ** it should longsiwoehsfce 
been prevented ; but ytoui- weakness ^pai- 
don me, my lord) hinder^dil. ' It isie^ier 
tif iBtmngle a cub than a gr6wts iiotc: 
ytet sbtnething must be itteibptedii^^in 

** But what, good Deuhopi?) r-Wbo^hoU 
iky that the hand of Heaven is mfiirt it ? 
.i— Would he had died in his craflie f^(i£ 

" And he had done so, but^or ycrtir 
own command, my lord.< ad rbcdd/ioMki 
leai^s nothing to ^anee. Had£fe died 
then, you ere how had ibi^gotten'iiiite;''!^^ 
• '' True, 
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-^ ^ Ttue/IJeubopt J but murder 19 a fi>ill 
jsm; 1 wduW, if pos$ihle,.sayemy smil." 
' ** Jiiaee ISO more harm iit killing ^ man 
tiiaB takitog his property," replied Deu- 
hopti -sarQ^stioally : ** marry ! I think it 
thekaM sin. of the two ; &r poverty^ in 
my xjiiiid, is a greater evil than deatli. 
I have -done a good deal of business fpr 
a little moiiiey ; and for a round sum; I 
would not scruple to venture ferther." 
'/' " Dare you complete the infernal bu- 
.sinesil?'' said De Hofflnsm, in a sm^ef- 
ed voice, and k>oking round the apar^« 
jnent, as if he feared an intruder. v f 
, ** / dare /—I: make no terms. You 
start at shadows, my lord. Give me the 
means, and if I fail you, stigmatize me 
for a:doi^a^, or a priest's fool." 

^ He visits the convent every qigh^ 
and returns about the hour of eight or 
nine: where he lodges I have not yet 
been able to learh," said the count. 

** Enough. Think ye,f my lord,,he is 
at the convent to-night ?'• 

•'I know 
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'* X know not. But you are too liasty, 
Deuhopt ; some days henee, we will talk 
fitrther on this business. What cannot 
be undone should be well discussed." 

" True, my lord, but I have been here? 
&r two months attending your, pleasure: 
my presence is necessary at home; 1 
therefore wish to be speedy. The road be»f 
t^een here and St. Mary '& is private, ^d 
an opportunity lost is not easily regain* 
^d» When once a thing becomes neoesr 
Sary, the sooner done the better — ^the 
«aind grows easier daily ; or, as you ars^ 
IK) fearful, you need but do as other gre^t 
men have done, found a convent, an4 
the monks will secure you from reproach 
in this world, and promise you pe.ace iQ 
that to come.'* v . , .: 

•* To found a convent/' repeated th0 
count, *^ would only be to perpetuate th^ 
memory of my crime to after ages. . No^, 
no, Deuhopt — ^no prayers can obliterate 
the sin." 

^' You relinquish it then^ my lord ?" 

« No* 



V 



oft; THE NUN*B STCmY. Wtt 

^ No. Huny me not tiius to pferdii 
tion ! — Leopcdd hath brought over with 
bim the eldest daughter of Fitzwaher, 
which shews the high trust reposed in 
him. His intimacy in that family, the 
uncertainty under which. I .labour i<Qt 

speotiHg "^ The count suddenly h^t 

sitated, and locked again fearfully roqndi 
At length — "Deuhopt," said he, "taM 
the lamp; I think I he^rd steps in thfi 
«D4ichamber." 

• ^ Fancy, my l<»d ! but I obey." 3<} 
isaying, he took the lamp, but the di^^ 
lurbance wi$ alone to be found in the 
coun^t's mind, and returning, be addt 
ed*-^^* My lor4 it is near the hour of 
tight : ^ good seirvant waits not 9lway| 
for the word of command ; it. is enou^ 
I know your wishes, and will endeavour 
to fulfil them. > All I request is — seek 
out, during my absence, the reward you 
think I merit, and order me a fleet horse 
-I wiU immediately hasten homeward." 

So saying, inthout waiting a reply, he 

-left 
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left the count's presence, and in a few 
minutes the castle. 

For a short space the count remained 
l» one lost in thought, when suddenly 
recoUecting himself,; he started up, and 
rushing through the apartments, called 
aloud on his domestics, whom, when as- 

♦ _ 

sembled, he dispatched different tirays, 
ifi«ll the avenues towards Sfc Uaty%i9 
orde'to jieek Deuhoptj an4 to ooBwvtnd 
dim, as be valued the count's ffivwrimiA 
his own life, to return instaio^tly to \i^ 

0^e. -.^i '•:' , |)./A 

The servants obeyed, t^ou^ ^tbcy! 
knew not the necessity c^ the sunuxy^sr^ 
but^ thdr haste was unavailing, fpriSlfii^ 
fecf^t had used the utmost speedy sisifh 
reached the convent before them^ ; j.; ^ 
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CHAPTER XL 



Ths daik assassin; pulling hi^ hat ovei* 
kis bvows, wrapping his muscular figui^ 
ill his deakj and bearing in his hand a 
d^g^, ^hkli be always wdre^ took the 
road to St. Mary's, near the gate of wbidi^ 
hi^t^^sDlirttd to wait till the hour of ir^ne, 
at^fvii^^ tim^» if Leopold was there, he 
WOdId uh^ubtedly come forth. He had 
Amp tkrti^ itiimy minutes before the^ 
gates dcft^ and by the gUnsAbcAifiiig'^ 
the stars he discovered a tall youthful 
figure, whom he concluded was the per» 
son he sought. He walked swiftly, but 
not so quick but Deuhopt overtook, and 
passing him, viewed him from head to 
ibot with ^scrutinizing attention, though • 

-''j':: • it ^ 



it was too dark to distinguish liis fssr 
tures. 

" What hour is it, young man ?*' at 
length said Deuhopt, approaching him. 

" It is nine/' replied the youth ; but 
before he could say more, the vilkin ex^ 
claimed — ** 'Tis time then you were in 
the other world. Take that — and that," 
stabbing him twice in the dde with his 
dagger. 

Ferdinand, for it wa% himself return- 
ing from the convent. Where he had been 
to pass an hour until supper^ though 
staggered with the stroke, did not fail, 
but recoiling, drew his sword, and mak- 
ing a plunge, stnf^ his murderous op- 
ponent through the right shoulder, so 
that the dagger dropped from his gi^spr, 
and he remained at his mercy; — ** V^ 
lain ! who are you ? Speak ! or I put 
you instantly to death ! — ^Why have you 
sought my life ?" 

* " Are you riot Leopold* 'Sternheim?'' 
answered Deuhopt : ** if not, I have mis- 
taken. 
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taken. I trust you ate hot dangerously 
wounded ? I have a friend who shall 
make amends for thiis disaster." 

Ferdinand, though sinking with th& 
loss of blood and the agony of his 
woundi^, ekclainied, presenting his 
sword—" Name him, villain, or I strike !" 

" The count De Hoffinan," replied 
Deuhopt* 

** The count De Hoffman r repeated 
Fttdinand; " piy father a murderer! 
Thefn indeed is fhe blow mortal." 

As he spoke, he leaned for a mom^t 
©n his sword; but overcome with the 
refleclimi, sunk on the earth. 

** Hell and distraction !" exclaimed 
J)euhopt : " ye are as much alike as bro- 
thers. I am unable to fly, and must 
firtand the brunt of this infernal mistake.'* 

As he concluded speaking, six of the 
domestics whom the count had sent in 
pursuit of Deuhopt, came up, and were 
not a little astonished to find their young 
lord, as they concluded, in the agonies 

of 
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of death, and at a small distance from 
faim, Deuhopt, severely wounded. 

Losing no time in questions, they 
raised Ferdinand, and taking off their 
cloaks, united them, and placing hina 
therein, four of them bore him hom^^ 
while the other two led Deuhopt, whose 
wound, 1;>y his direction, they tied up. 

The confu^on of the moment left no 

• 

room for caution. The servants, who 
by the way had met more of their fid- 
lows, employed as themselves in the er* 
rand of seeking Deuhopt, entered the 
hall, where the count was waiting in a 
state of mind still more dreadful than 
any he had yet experienced—" Have 
you found him ?" exclaimed he, not pb» 
serving those that followed, bearing Fer* 
dinand — " have you met Deuhopt ? If 
ye have, why comes he not ?'* 

Before they could reply, the pale, ina* 
nimate, death^like body of Ferdinand, 
borne by his men, met his sight He 
started^ then fbr a moment stood trans« 

£xed 
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ibiiA With'iKnTOT, and kt length utter- 
ing a heavy groan, fell senseless on the 

'* Every asmtance that could be pro-' 
eured -wsls' oalled in, and the murderet' 
and* the yictini were carried to fhe& 
Cambers. Whetha* they had woimded* 
^u^h other^ or had* be^n tvouhdod' hfBfS^" 
sassins^ the attendants kneir hot; ?br 
Ferdinand was unable to speak, ^Ml 
Deuhj:^ sullenly kept silence, or only 
replied, that if they wanted infcNnrn^on 
tiiiey must apply to their masteiC 

• The count, recovered from tlie insen-^ 
Ability into which he had at first iaHen; 
was a prey to all the agonies of despain- 
Fm* 'years he had borne the tortures of 
a leproax^ng conscience, but he now Mi 
in his own person what he had eiidea« 
Youred to inflict on another ; he expe- 
li^ced that the strong hand of 6od is 
powerful to save, and equally powerfot 
to punish — ^his only son lay expiring^ 
if not by his hand, at least by his com- 

' Tdt. lu. I ^ mand, 
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maud, though theblowmu designed fol: 
another. 

Inquirmg momentarily of hia situa 
tien, he learned that the surgeons ^oduld 
not that mg^t dedde, but they mudb 
feared the wounds wi^re mortal. Asham- 
ed to appear before him, lest he should 
be apprised of the part be had acted, he 
was long inresolute, but. at length, pa- 
rental affection ovei!|K)W6ringeveiy other 
sentiment, he repaired to FerdinandVs 
chamber. The youtJi was laid on his 
bed, and though his woifAidp Were dress- 
ed, gave sc»oely a sign c^ life, until his 
fixed eye meeting fads iatiber's form, who 
hung over him in qieeohlesfe; agony, he 
trembled universally, groaned, and dosefl 
his eyes, as if to shut out an anwdei»ne 
object 

Though Ferdinand could ndt i^peak, 
his actions were sufficiently expresave 
to inform the count that he was wdl 
acquainted with the ahais he had in his 
misfortotoe, and winuided, ^Ven to this 

faeur^ 
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iieart,' he wifebdrew, fearful of hastening 
his end by his presence. 

. Driven ahnost to distraction, he in- 
quieedfor Deuhopt, whose wound he was 
informed, though severe, was not dange- 
imiDD; .'hastening, therefc^re, to. bis cham- 
-ber, he i^soived to^estion him respect- 
ing the cailaniity that had happened. 
,2)euiK>pt received him sullenly ; and the 
jitcndant bemg withdrawn, the count, 
losing his temper, said — ** Villain ! what 
loould urge you to day my son ? for I 
. ewmbt ihink the stroke accidental.^' 
• "iBlarae yourself," replied Deuhopt, 
bddfy-^** iK> one dse urged me to mur- 
der. Why did you not tell me your soft 
uras.atthe convent? Did I give them 
the same height, t^e same proportion, 
tiie same voice ? If I did, blame me ; if 
not, accuse Heav«i.** 

"If I lose my child," answered the 
count, in despair, " tby life shall pay the 
^Mrfiat~-p6or Iretum for that of my <mly 
^BonP* 

I 2 « Only 
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" Only sons are not more secure than 
others," replied Deuhopt, bitterly. " For 
my life, if I lose it, it will be in noble 
company; so act as you please— ^I fear 
you not." 

In the anguish of his heart the count 
gnashed his teeth. — •f Oh, villain ! vil- 
lain !" exclaimed he, ** death is due to 
my crimes, and I will court it, be it onfy 
to relieve the earth from thy murderous 
weight." 

** You will think better when you are 
cool," replied he, with provoking irony. 
" The family of Deuhopt, happy in ob- 
scurity, will suffer little disgrace, and my 
part of the transaction be soon forgotten: 
but for a count of the holy empire, the 
stigma will remain for ages in his family, 
and be handed down in ballads ftova ge- 
neration to generatibn." - 

The count's . rage was too great for 
words, and but for the situation in which 
Deuhopt lay, he would have taken in- 
stant vengeance on him. Unable,' how* 
■\m. ' •• ever. 
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ever, to bear inore, he rushed from the 
chamber, and retired to his apartment, 
where he ordered his domestics to bring 
him notice, several times in the hour, of 
the situation of his son. 

In restless inquietude the count pass- 
ed the night, and morning brought no 
comfort. Ferdinand had spoken, but 
in so unconnected a manner, that it was 
plain he was delirious. Toward noon 
he became more collected, but so low, 
that his end was supposed to be near. 
Unable to bear suspense^ the count seat- 
ed himself, though out of sight, in his 
chamber, where, with his head sunk on . 
his breast, he forgot, not only Leopold, 
but every, object . in the creation except 
his SOD. 

For many days Ferdinand lay fluc- 
tuating between life and death — some- 
times without motion, or the smallest 
sign of. existence except the heaving of 
his bosom, and at others, nK>re dange- 
rously attacked, and still more distress^ 

I 8 ing 
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ing to his fatiiier^ in tke wild mvings of 
delirium. 

During the whole time, the count le- 
mained in the adjoining apartment ; he 
barely ate to suppcM^ Iife» and xmted. 
only when exhausted nature fonsed sleep 
to overpower him, in the chair on which 
he sat. The image of sorrow and de- 
spair, his usual haughty mannw had for- 
saken him, and the fever of his bndn^ 
that heretofore had engend^:ed the 
frightful images that at times distracted 
his fancy, was quenched by the floods of 
tears that fidl from hid eyes. 

The misfc»tunes that had taken place 
ill the family of De Hoffinan Were not 
long in reaching the ear of the aUMsRk 
Resigned, as she had thought herself, to 
all worldly events^ the disastrous state* of 
her favourite Ferdinalid made her sen«- 
siUe that eiEurthly affections are;, by our 
great Creator, so interwoven with our 
earthly bodies, that we ought never to 
flatter ourselves that we can rise so fior 

above 
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above mortidity as to overoome theoi, 
till the dust shall letnm to ite n^ve 
state, and the soul assume a new and a 
purer heifig. 

ClBriee was equally moved with Ade- 
laide: she raisiained for hours at the al- 
tar, prajring &r the life of heir nephew, 
though one day, wh^^ alone with Alice, 
she said-^^^ If our detur Ferdinand did 
not aiii£Eer, I shoKild not be grieved that 
my brother at length- has learned to feel; 
hia mind is narrow' and eontraetied, and 
fw hia soul's g9&i^ it is w^ h)& should 
remember he is mortaL" 

Alioe and Margaret, though only ac- 
qmunted so short a time with Ferdinand, 
«uieerely temaiteid his misfortune ; but 
Isabel, whose aequamtance with him was 
l<»iger, and who feit for him as warm a 
partiality aa it was possiUe for so young 
a heart, wept almost incessantly. 

To the questions made lespeeting the 
wounds Ferdinand had received^ Deu- 
h&ptf when somewhat tranquUlized, had 

1 4 invented 
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invented an answer. He said that De 
Hoffman had sent him in haste to recall 
Ferdinand from the convait^ and that, 
on their return they were attacked and 
wounded by robbers. This account no 
one but the count and Ferdinand could 
refute ; and as the first did not, and the 
last could not, it gained belief. 

A fortnight had passed since Ferdi-^ 
nand's misfortune, wh«i one evening, 
after he had lain the whole day in a state 
of ap^rent insensibility, he asked the 
attendants for his fatiier. Kejoiced to 
hear him speak rationally, they ran to 
the count, who rose with rapture, and 
was preparing to hasten. to him, wihcn 
suddenly ^ drawing back, he seemed irre^ 
solute ; so humilktting was the remem* 
brance of his crimes, that they made him 
shudder even to appear before his own 
child. Collecting his spirits, he at tength 
enteted the apartment, and ordering the 
attendants to leave him, approached the 
bed— ^' My son," said he, in a hesitating 

voice. 
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voice, " that Heaven may sp^re you to 
my wishes, and take my worthless life, is 
all I have to arave. May my follies rest 
upon my own head ! Too late I am con- 
vinced that happiness is only to be found 
in rectitude," 

" My father !" replied Ferdinand, faint- 
ly ; " it is long, very long, I believe, since 
I recollected I had a father, and soon 
shall I forget it for ever." 

The count groaned with anguish r but 
fearful of increasing his son's emotion, 
endeavoured to conceal his feeling. 

" My senses," continued Ferdinand, 
" have, I believe, been wandering, and 
many frightful ideas have passed my fan« 
(sy. I think I am now collected ; and 
fearful of losing an opportunity that may 
never I'eturn, I would implore you, my 
dear father ^ 

" Oh, Ferdinand ! speak not thus ten- 
derly, lest my heart burst, to think how 
little I have deserved such a son." 

I 5 « To 
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" To me," retomed FeMinand^ " you 
were ever tke best and most kind of pa^ 
rents. We never, I believe, diflei^ed^ 
but on account of '' 

'' Leopold,'' added the count. '' Oh, 
Ferdinand ! I have greatly injured that 
youth." . 

'' Is he then dead ?" demanded Fer- 
dinand, wildly. 

'' Not that I know," replied the count. 
^' I was informed, some time since, he 
was in Bremen : whether be has left it» 
or where be is now, on my soul I am not 
acquainted." 

'' Thank God !" answered Ferdinmid, 
with an energy that sunk to his. fetherfs 
heart. *^ I hope, then, he is safe ; and as 
I think this my dying requedt^* 1 trust 
you will grant it Promise me^^it will 
sooth my parting spirit !" 

D^ Hoffman, choked with his grief, 
wieis some minutes before he could speak ; 
at length he said<^** Propose aflSiy oath 

you 
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yoil thihk most bindmg, and I will take 
it to fulfil, unasked, whatever you may 
require.** 

^* I cannot require an oath from a pa- 
rent," replied Ferdinand : " it is, when 
I am dead, that you will remember Leo- 
pold only as my fiienA" 

"Leopold will not need my friend- 
ship. For thy sake he may pity, but 
must for ever hate me." 

" Indeed you know him not. Were 
you acquainted witib Ms heart, you must 
have esteemed him.^ 

" Ferdinand," replied the count, in a 
solemn tone, *^ misguided by pride and 
ambition, I have, for some years, bewil- 
dered mysdf in the intricades of vice ; 
but I here swear, by all my hopes of thy 
life, to endeavour to return to the right r 
path, to do justice where it may be done, «r. 
then hide my head in solitude and ob- 
scurity fiw ever." 

*• Oh, my father ! if this be so, may 
your son live to soften that solitude by 

I J8 his 



180 ST. maeoaret's cave ; 

his unwearied duty, and to shew you 
how dear yoiu: happiness is to him ! But 
if he dies, you will, in your own heart, 
find a yet better comforter— the God 
who inspired the thought will support 
you through it." 

" Virtuous young man !" replied De 
Hoffman, " thou wilt, if spared, be tried 
to the uttermost. But thou shalt know 
all : I will shake off this load of guilt, and 
' instead of the father leading the ^on to 
rectitude, the son shall direct the father." 

Collected, though weak, Ferdinand 
was astonished at the count's manner. 
The anguish of his mind was portrayed 
in his every ^rord and feature, but his 
demeanour had lost its haughtiness, and 
his brow the contracted frown of- suspi- 
cion. - 

However anxious to contique the dis- 
course, the languor of Ferdinand forced 
him to decline it, and to request that he 
might be again left to himself. The 
count, immediately calling the attend- 
ants. 
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ants, retired to the adjoining apartment, 
where he had, since his son's misfortune, 
taken up his residence. 
. To his great relief, Ferdinand did not 
appear worse for the interview thatt had 
taken place ; he lay^ in the same inani^- 
mate state, hut had no return of his de- 
lirium. With less trepidation, the count 
ventured the next mofnmg into his apart- 
ment Ferdinand immediately spoke, 
and after receiving from • his father a 
promise of future fiiendiship to Leopold, 
he added—". Have you seen my aunts ? 
I know they will severely feel for me; 
your presence, my deiur fkther, would 
dieer themi" / 

" For the love of Heaven, press me 
not on that subject !" replied the count : 
** I cannot see either Adelaide or Cla- 
rice ; 1 wiU never meefi them more," 

The count's manner shocked Ferdi- 
nand : he had no jdaubt but he Was re-< 
lapsing into one of his usual paroxysms, 
and trembled at the recollection. 

His 
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. Hk onpiD^on. was not lost on his fa- 
ther^ wfao^: etuLesvouring to overcome 
his disorder, said-^^ 1£xeuse me, mfy 
SOIL I have < assHced yob that hereafter, 
if you are 'gvanted to uny msliies, I wiH 
hafVG no oonoeahnents. Let that for 
the present sofBee/' 

"" It shall,'' anawerod Ferditiand: '' But 
pardon me : dear as my aunts are to me, 
I bfufie at St Mary's a yet stronger at- 
tackmcsit-^liie y<mng, the lovely, the 
innooeiit Isabel Fitznvalter, engrosses all 
my <tei!idemess. I am at a naoment to 
hide nothing fiom you ; but the seeret 
is unknoivil ix^ aU dise ibut Xieepold.'' 

'* I can reply nothing, but that my 
voice and isitenBat shall be eacerted in all 
that eonoems yxMir happiness; but you 
iflll judge best' when jvou bear the dark 
story I have ix> diisdose. Alas f an seek- 
ing to ennoUe yau, I have not only de- 
steoyed my mmn haf^iness, but yours &r 
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After this interview, the count sd- 
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ckim kft im son's apartment. Ferdi^ 
nand perceived, with a satkdlactaoti iimt 
had moore effect on his health tham me- 
dicine or skill, tibe change that daiiy 
sti^engthened in his ftther's temper. He 
was melancholy but eabn, and, what 
be had nerer before done, faadid a 
QomdderaUe time in silent but fervent 
pn^er. 

After a nkonth's severe suffering, Fer<* 
ditiand began by slow degrees to re« 
cover, and was able to leave his bed; 
but, to his great ecmpem,. as his heakh 
appeared to «trengtlien, fais fiidier's viai*- 
bly decreasedv A copsiimiiig melandbo- 
ly preyed upon his ooKstitutiKm ; the 
restoration of his son, his first and dear^ 
est wish, though it afforded him the 
only consolation he was capable of feel^ 
ihg, was unified with so gloomy a sor- 
row, that when he fixed his eyes on his 
countenance, as it began to resuxae its 
usual animation, his long-contraoted fea* 

tures 
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tiites would rekxy ;and {the staSrting tears 
bMhe his cheeks. 

Deuhc^f s wound still remained un- 
healed, and thou^ not accounted dan* 
gerouS) from biod. habii of body, and ir- 
litdbility of temper, frequently became 
inflammatory; SO that, though it was 
far more slight than the severe stabs 
Ferdinand had received, the youth be- 
came -first in a state of convalescence. 
The steret his father had promised to 
impart was never from his mind; but as 
it was visible ^hatthe count's decline was 
from that, or from sbme other hidden 
cause, Ferdinand forbore to press it, and 
the count to reveal it, lest he should 
plunge his son iiito the state from which 
he had but just recovered. 

Ferdinand was at length able to leave 
his chamber, and to take the exercise of 
riding. His first visit w^ to St. Mary's. 
Adelaide and Clarice received him as a 
son restored to them from the dead; 

and 
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and as fae found that they had hes&cd and 
believed the story fabrioated by Dea^ 
hopU of his being beset by robbers, he 
did not choose to disavow it. 

Margaret and Alice congratulated him 
warmly, while Isabel, with the candour 
and innocence natural to an uncorrupted 
hea^ held out her hand, sajring — '* Oh, 
Ferdinand ! how much rejoiced am I to 
see you Once again able to visit us ! — your 
illness has cost me more tears than I 
ever yet shed for any one but my sister 
Margaret." 

'' They were companionable tears," 
said Clarice. '' Ferdinand ought to be 
flattered by the concern he has cost us 
an." 

" I am flattered," returned he. " The 
business, or rather the pleasure of my 
life, will be to return the obligation." 

After some short conversation, Ferdi- 
nand informed them of the uneasiness he 
was under respecting his father's health, 

which 
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which grew daUyt tnora al»miiig; and 
aft@r paflsing m hour with them, he 
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Thx count's appetite fiuled, his visage 
became pale and meagre, his erect and 
lofty carriage bent» his haughty and com** 
manding mamiers mUd, and his hereto- 
foi?e disregard of reli^n settled inta a 
sfariet observaKbee of its most rigorous pre- 
cepts. As Ms body wealumed, his mind 
strengthened ; abd couJkl the diange have 
taken place witii less than the loss of a 
parent, Ferdinand would have rgoiced 
at the alteration; as it if as, he saw it 
with regret and sorrow, and judging 
that if any secret pneyed upon his mind* 
it might be easier from the avowal, he 
resolved to press it. 

De Hc^Bnan's weakness reduced him 

to 
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to keep his chamber ; and one morning 
that Ferdinand thought him more calm 
than usual, he determined to introduce 
the subject always in his thoughts. 

« My dear fether/* said he, " during 
my illness, you promised to honour me 
with your confidence. My heart is ago- 
nized to see your declining state, and I 
cannot but thinl: the' secret sorrow which 
you mention^ pis^ys uponp you^ health. 
If theii you d^em ybiir i^ii worthy, dis- 
cll>$e itJ Behold' fitej my 4ord, ready to 
sacrifice my Ufe^ whenever your honour 
^ ' calls ; afnd ';as> yon (mce said the avowal 

would be iblloWed by solit&de and ob- 
scurity^ be&old' me ready io share k, 
'We wiU>lbe^ with u^ upright hearts^ 
. and 'cheek^ ^ntinged with 'shame, in 
which ca^e • solitude can only cement 
ou:r a^eetion by making us more ac* 
quainted with* each other.'' 

i*' Oh, my Ain/' replied De Hoffman, 
** thy kindness kills me : my story, like 
lightnings will blast thy youth and fame, 

strike 
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strike death^to thy iidi4;uduii. befat, ind 
thou wilt ^dying. ifujrte naiei'* • f . r •;:i 
Ferdinand was : fW' r ^ • >*ipQm^i^t .tdo 
much fnayeiiHta.reply'j i^j length- he 
said— « <)h>no,:.m5r f^tbei'!--shaU,the 
sfon say t<> therpQuent,j why; h*v^ you 
done this? Let me conjure you to re- 
lieve your .sottf by thfe diSclcwirei be 
what it mays and on my pftrfc I.&wef|r 
to do all I dan^ wfth honour, to tiiefcSiie 
of your mindi even to r^linqui^bitig «S1 
further communication ivith Leopold 
Stemheim;'if lie be, obi!ioxioa8 itp .y^w 
peace. .•>.»!■' '(.■'■■ . ». m-ji •{;•.•.' 

" Leopold Stjemheim l-J^Leopold'^tCTn- 
heim," repeated the court t, in a tone of 
BgOmied haatet *' M$ becfn my bane/my 
peiiditioni my cursQ 1'?^ : . ...^ i . ' 

*• We tylU then, my Icrrd/! replied 
Ferdinand, " givje/^him /Up with ho- 
nour. The world Js. large; enough fw 
the count De Hoflftnan And. Leopold 
Stemhdm;" j: i 

«^Gh no! htO;!'* answerod he, wildly, 

"it 
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letembling that which ^fsoompanies the 
final 8q>aiiitiQii of die soul from its earthr 
ly tenement . ^ 

. Feiflinand laid his fiutber upon the 
GOfuch, and called assistance ; birt it: was 
a considerable time bef<n:e he recoirered^ 
and then so weak and disordered^ that 
it was accounted. necessary to keep him 
still, and the chan^r in darkhess, fear* 
ful of his relapse. 

Overwhdimed with melancholy, Fer- 
dinand attended constantly in his apart- 
ment .He considered minutely all that 
had passed; but could find no due to 
lead him to develope it. • His fiither^s 
distraction was evident; yet he could 
not but surmise some secret lurked un- 
der it. His dislike ta Leopold from 
their first meeting, and his pursuing 
him, evdn to the employing a common 
assassin to take his life, he conchided, in 
cduuity, was insanity, as men, in that 
noost pitiable of )ftll states, are particular- 
lytcapdcious in their affections and dis- 
r'u' r. <i tastes. 
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testesr ttoA tibe count could> h^re no 
mtk dislike to a youth iirlK>aQi hehad never 
before seen. Sk)meti|BeBi lie tbpught of 
^estionifig Danhopt, bvtthatiiiteiitbn 
was banished aa soon as it arose, iiif ^e 
§f9k ^ee» hit heart recoiled' to hoid eon* 
versation with a murders; andi kye/t 
stronger ol^ction Mras, that he leai^ it 
was impost^ible, wtthout heanng^ some^ 
thing of his father^ that, bowe^r repugn 
nan t, he could ndyther refute nor resents— « 
'**Sboulcl he dare say to we," ssfid W»^ 
dinqnd, mentaUy, ** that my &(^er em- 
j^l^yed him to wayhty and Msib Lieo* 
pold^ I should teiff him to atoms t aiuf 
yet (h(»Tid refl^etion }) li it l^e <3m^ S 
^lould act UAJiistly. ^ The most dkeful 
madness could alone give rise to such ^ 
design/' 

The count's emotion wa^ sucqeeded 
l^ a fever, that held him fw some days 
in BO violent a ma;^n w m left but siQdl 
hopes of bi% Me^ His wmideiA^g»i disrw 
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ixtg ike >wh6le time, turned on tbe ibb- 
jcct that perpetoidly (haunted liim; a44 
frequ^tly did the pious Fefdmand inke 
the whole fotigiie of attendisig . him in 
hift wMBt nuTin^/Jeat he ^duld uttev 
sonaeynng that might lefiaen him amoi^ 
hia dqpendeoits. : r 

Ail Ifength the vioknee of th^ fm» 
vfteLSiOvcrcoaiB hy wea)aiess» and hj9 ^orO 
aigm of i^etum^^ reason; 
u A holyipiiest that had Attend^, didly. 
psresea^ted himself, and having piiQsed 
^itli€:side.of De Hoffne^n^ i«»Ni.p^^ 
eeived his senses were returned* ask«$l^ 
him if lie would relieve his rnind^ ^s^m 
customary in sickness^ by.^mf«^atl?fr7 

^\ No;* replied tbe coi^intrM ii|[ve 
confessed to God, and he hath inflittod 
on -me a more severe penance, tbamymit 
or an^ of your fraternity ev^ y^fe in^: 
vented. Pray by me, good/atb^, and 
pray for me ; but for my faults— they, avce 
beyond the reach of man to pardon.'' . 

The 
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Tliepiiest, by kis desire then retfiaiiRN 
ed-witfa hkn in earnest prayer a oomi* 
ddiabtetime .^ ^ 

When he iras withdnvm, De Hoifl& 
min caUed to Ferdinand, — *^ Drawneai^ 
my soil/' said he; ** my sc^iaes are vom 
clear, but how long they may Temfon so^ 
Heaven al<me ean tell ; I wouUl there- 
idupe, wfafle in vuy power, tiiough not to 
% priest, but to tiiee, relievemy soul'I^y 
d iuil confession^ Prepare thyself for 
a' iialeiof. horror: but oh,' my child, >ii|' 
thy^ detestation of my crimes* remembef 
pity ! Fly like a pestilence fiom the 
ilfaii^ of ckiry and avarice ! Deiq>ise not 
thy fittber living, nor hate him. dead!" 
; Ferdiiiand threw himself op his knees 
bfihia^eide.-^^^ Oh, my eve^revered, 
m^^ himdm^ parent !** said he, <' shall 
my eye magnify your &ults? Surely 
not^, the affection of the son will cast a 
aliade <>ver them ; and such duty as I 
shall expect)! if Heaven hereafter ^ves 

X S me 
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lae xinkdaninf sadi dufy wifi I j^^ t6 
you.'* 

" Raise my head, my son ; retriem* 
branoe dioke» me. Gtve me thy koidi 
it tremblet already-^n^at iv9l it dM% 
when tbe stun of my ateoctties is laid 
open to thee ?** 

"" It Witt then be 6xto, &tiier; tfa^ 
etttuaty cannot sorpaefttbe wspensie. 
X am prepared. If money ean piEry tile 
wrong, we vnM make ampler amendini 
>ut if blood, thir Virgin have mention 
wt The business of my life shidt^bet^' 
pUtterate the stain.*" ^ . '^ 

The count then began a relatSon idP 
his life for thje last eighteen yearsi Tbe 
narmtiYe waa fire^u^itly broken by sigbe, 
groans, and te^iB. Fevdittfmd intetMp^ 
ed. him Jiot ; but, feaifol cC bis se^g 
t^e strong emotion it caused hin», . tOfU 
oealed his fkoe behind the curtain. W^ 
knees appeared too weak to bear ^ 
weight; he trembled umyeraally^ and 

-large 



401^ 0i)ftps of p^^^iration idsuedfrom 
every pore of his a^tated fraine. 

; The fearful tale ended, Ferdinand 
jOHild iKit'^peak. His father said — ^ 0\ 
my son, I know you vomi hate me; but 
JBiu»e me noi-«the curse of Heaven is 
.upon me, and already weighs me down 
io d^itinietion." 

Fmlinand struggled to ovencomehis 
ftMcer« ; he threw back the curtain, and 
idasped his arms about his &ther.-~ 
^ ISMmti^ exclnmed he, '^ do not you 
mxme me ! Had / never h^en^ tills bo^ 
j?ow faadf la all probability^ he&a spared 
yoti/* 

' ** Oh no," relied the loount ; " the sin 
4imB in 'my heart, and only wanted op- 
fmtunity 1x> take xtx>t and dertrc^ me.; 
imee conlmitted, there was no retreat. 
It baa itopoisoned every hour of my 
life, and 'wfll t(»rture me in that to 
bomb." . ^ 

'' Soy not so! -The ^ear (^ the ftloflft 
i|Iigh is ever open to the pemteilt; aU 
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that can be done we will do, and l^vg 
the event to Heaven.!* ; ^ 

•* Alas, my son ! we cannot recdll the 
dead. Oh, John ! John i ill-fated, tnis* 
guided man ! thy prospects blasts, thy 
youth destroyed, thy discoTitented sp^. 
rit has never failed to disturb my ni^d^ 
ly dreams. In the great and find slid- 
count, how shall I meet thee ! One 
glance from thee, and my xiverdharged 
soul would sink at once.** 

Ferdinand sighed. — *' Heaven S 
you, my dear father, to' make all pcRi^ 
«ible reparation ! For the present, eb^ea- 
vbur to compose your wounded spirit;?*' 
" I will,^ replied the count ; ^ and d^ 
thiou also. Retire ; .thy eyes are heavy- 
forget, if it be possible, thy father*fir crliju^ 
in sleep. We will talk further wheh 
we meet again ; but I now feel so ovei** 
powered, that I can ho more.** 

Ferdinand pressed his father*;^ hand 
to his lips, and calling the attendants^ 
withdrew, '' 
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^ »^ no sooner .left Jiis.preaenc^, th^ 
he gave way to the agonies that opprea^ 
ed him« Instead of retiring tp rest» he 
walked -the apartment with a hasty and 
disordered step/ and smiting his fore* 
head, he exclaimed — ^* Heaven direc^ 
me through this maze of evil! Fpr* 
tune, life, all I would willingly resign^ 
Init my honour, my probity/ must be 
also finfidted. Oh, save me frpm that, 
and I will forget my blood, md in fi|bme 
fir omntry seek myself to forget iny 
i^i^wne;' 

Ai^ec a long pause^ suddenly starting 
uip^ )ie oalled an old and trusty domes* 
Aicv who immediately attending he 
fiaid — *\ Geofrey, canst thoii .tell me 
llQW doth .Deuhopt? Methinks his 
wound should be healed, and yet I am 
told it is not so.** 

• " You we truly infi»rmed, my gra* 
aam master— -Deuhopt's wound is.ftiH 
inflammatory; his natural bad habit, and 
the impatience he gives way to, will 
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probably long keep it so. Pardon ifoe, 
but I think mankind xvould have s4 
Us should he die: The saints hay. 
Jnercy on him f 

« Mai-k me," siiid Ferdinand. « 1 
have ; chosen thee, Geofrey, as a inaii 
on ?wbdm I can rely. Deuhopt is a 
viU^uh." 

** Marry, I can easily belieye that; 
no one would doubt it, that heaid lil'a 
Ua^hemies.'' _. 

^ He was the villain wild stabb^ 



me.** 



<< My ibcd T isaid Geofirey, as Sf he 
doubted the evidenee of his hearing. \, 

'* JSee thdu bury this intelligence fil 
thy imti boeast. I repeat^ he was tiK<9 
wsassiii ii^ho wounded me. AA yet it 
mnsft, for treasons best known to tnyael^ 
remain secret. Be it thy case to pla»cse 
a watdi ovar hiitn^ that he escape not ; 
let bim iiot suspect it, but with the dievr 
bf liberty, see that he leaves not tbe 
VfraUsof the castle*^* 

« As 
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^^ M yet my nobl^ master, he each 
uttjatteoipt it; 4mt should be;, old as I 
usk, I mmlA cleave him to the chine« be- 
i&xiB^ Tittain whi> wouiided you should 
advanoe a atepl" 

" Then would you, Geofrey, dbfeat 
my purpose : his life, at the present mo- 
ment, is of the highest importance to 
me. Should he recover, and attempt to 
escape, and all other means fail, charge 
him boldly with what I have told thee, 
but not without necessity. Heed not 
what he may say ; his tongue is fraught 
with falsehood. Confine him closely in 
the castle until further command. Fare- 
well — ^I will not forget thee." 

As Ferdinand spoke he left the hall, 
when the old man said — *' Forget me ! 
No, marry, will you not, I warrant ; for 
I defy Satan, or even his imp, that at- 
tempted your precious life, to say you 
ever forgot the meanest of your vassals. 
Blessings on you ! Your father's pride 
vvill die with him ; you will never hand 
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It down to posterity. Were I Indeed 
to swear now, how heartily could I curse 
that villain Deuhopt ! Escape me ! 
he shall be conning if he does» though 
his master, Lucifer, should help him." 
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Feebinaxd did not attempt to sleep-^ 
he well knew the effort was unavailing ; 
but remaining a time sufficient to per* 
suade his fiither he had done sq» he re- 
turned to his cbaxnher. 

The count's mind, relieved by a con- 
iesfflon of crimes that had foriK> many 
years embittered his peace, and wearied 
with the agitation the redtal had cost 
him, dept profoundly for wme hours. 
When he awoke, though weak and ex- 
hausted, he was more composed than 
was customary to him, and requested 

the piiesfc to be sent for to pray by faim« 

♦ 

For several days the count repiained 

with little alteration in his health. At 

length he grew rapidly weaker, though 

. r K 6 without 
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without violent pain; and» on.tfaediiy 
month that he had made the dread&l 
avowal of his secret gid^ to bis .son, 4led 
in his anns. ' . 

Ferdinand sincerely . lantisnted him, 
though he derived consolation from the 
reflection that^ though his life had been ^ 
^mxiiseoQais^Jbk.; death %ais( cprashtDt iEfd 
; fKseuiplaTy. 

E€ft iseveraL days ;]^rewioiik <to ^ibtttiyvf - 
>ftl event, lie lidd ilongiaiid ^HOj^te mr- 
versations with Feidiwt^d,; tivv^cili^ 
settled. Al bis worldly afifaitii ^ caofl i^ he 
retained his ^s^^eteh and fsenaas tto 4he 
final di^se of li&^ ^d, as hfe wnfn" 
/circled hitn fi>r the last itime. ^ aifijial 
emblrace -«- ^' 1 iae aalisfied. Thy /Kir-: 
-iran^ement is wise. On tbe mtettiy of 
Heaven I throw myself fer pairdon. ^My 
isms .are ihoni&ld, bilt the ^dodneiis of 
my Creator ds uiAoHnded. deaMed 
from my mortal crimes^ we'stiaB,Xti*ust, 
my rirtuobs son, meet agaim Pray; £br 
'me: ^»ay those I baireiiioi^injttr^ to 

pardon 
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"^firdotk tne. I He with hope. Thfe 
^Mbfisad saints reeehre Into itheir proteo* 

Sraoh mis tke^end of i^ HoflPmati, a 
man naturally brave and virtuous, but 
who, misguided by ambition, in grasp* 
iag "et Ike shadow 6f nicSies atid 'honour, 
lost <he >Mlbj^hee trf peac^ and iiappi.- 
ness, and embittered his days, and in ail 
probability <mt them ^sfaort, Sht ftt 'the 
ctkne df ilMrdenth^ he had tiot completed 
-bifttforty^idgbtis y^egc. 

l%e&iiibr»l iof ^Be Hofiman, though 

\eondueted with ;tibe utmost r^p^ ^n4 

•rtoieaknily, 'wias without p^o^p, his (sop 

!att^»dit^ witji unfeigned' flotvew as the 

tpidmeipal moinmer. 

^Ferdinand then, as speedily as his 
raaisad was » sof&cieiitly calm, armnged 
Ms arfibirs, infwm&ng Ms vassals diat 
iie had business "^hidt would detain 
lihn &om Bremen for sdme mdnths at 
least. Though warmly atteiehed to Ms 
avnts, he bad not visited them sinee* his 

fathers 



firfher'a death, but s^nt da% ip.M^ 
^iiice lifter their, beiakli. Tl^ \3^m^ 

at length beingiOCHs^dfld, h^nWi^t^^ttlf 
fdlowSng letter to^H^lady AdctUode^T^ 
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^' jPirdmanA Be Mqffman to Im 
Addcdde^ Abbess t^St Man^'e. 
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^' MOST HONOURIE]) ju»wx ,-. .- - ^ v 

^* Ungmtefol and 'im^^eUo^ flj^ 
f nurp- appear^ to undertake a;iv^a^f j^ 
England so soon after the dm^ <^ n^ 
ifether^ and that without seeuig -jm 
much esteemed friends, I beoMioh you 
to sdspeiid all harsh opinion of me till 
we meet again* To the gentle sisters, 
Margaret and Isabel, and the venerable 
ioaatron AUce, I present my nvainest 
wishes. Conjure them not to affix dis* 
respect to my omitting to bid them fiot^ 
well, but Mtber to pity than condemn 
the man who acts from a necessgity whioji 
fends Im heart In all pntebility the 

lady 
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lady lisabel will have left St Mail's be* 
fere niy iret«im, fmd I may perhaps toe 
lier^ in^rei m wtnehoaae^ tell het^ 
that my a^mtottt pn^ers shi^^be:for 
her happiness. With this letter^ my dear 
aunt, I remit a box, most secure, in my 
ftbs^ce, ifi your: pofisessioo.- . Sbottt^ I 
return safe, I can reohdln it^>butiif any 
-i]l*f(»tune should attend me, by land or 
water, or L Mmain beyond six months, 
i« prdy ye open it, and act as your wis- 
A)m shall (Hrect. My famSy biisiiDe^ 
Is all' arranged. Angek guards ryoU'! 
I^ys ■ • • . .•'./• r\ 

^ Yottriinhappy nej^w^ 



Thii$ letter, with tiie box, Ferdinand 
intrusted to Gec^frey, to be delivered as 
soon as his departure took pioce. 

The evening brfore De Hoffman 
left Bremen, Geofrey informed him he 
tiiought Deuhopt better-«tfaat by some 
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-mewfi he had heard lof bos iii4iegRd0d Ai- 
{MurtoK) md ivas pNstiiigtO'Seeiiiin^.as 
he said he had business af iSae irtnraft 
loonmjuenoe toeovniittaaieate. 

Ferdinami paused.-^*' Cim you kad 
iam hithm?" ^ length said be. '' How- 
ie^^er wpugHMnt he is to my saght» I iRiU 
«(>e£ik to him." 

HG^iVc^r .ansiraredy tfaene "wmsiM dif- 

weaksned by his wound, it did tipt ^f- 
•iSoct hxs walking. 

** Bring him tban^" said fieiHoffmaxir ; 
** I will wait him here," 

Geofrey obeyed, and ^qpeediiy re^ 
turned ^pvith iDettfiofd:, vvdiDin'he left at 
the door of the ball. 

On his entrance, the blood mounted 

in the cheeks of Dfe HoffrnftK^r^^' I 
understand you wish to speak with. me. 
What is your business ?" said he. 

*' My lord," replied Deubopt, " I wi?h 
first to express . my sorrow fe^r wh^t t^^ 
haj^ened; andaI$o,asIbQpeti\y wound 

will 



imSL^ now ispoedily be healed, to retarn 
borne. I hkve no doubt but the iate 
count, your father, previous to his death, 
informed you of the business I have so 
fititbfully transacted for him. "He pro*- 
nised to reward me liberally for my 
journey hither, and! have no doubt you 
*rill be equally' generous.** 
^ I liave no reward ^equal to your 

« 

merits,'* answered Ferdinand, ** except 
Jihe reward beitftoired by the ooinmon 
executioner/* 

X)e«ihopt fedsed at btei with astonish- 
ftent*^"* I find,*' said be, ^' I wrmised 
ImAy; the ooqtrt, yoiiir &the^ hios told 

y^\k ^. Sat, ymmg lord, yon 43o not 

yet know me ; I am not a man to h^ 
wared. I ktao«r mgr po\Hr*r, ^nd ft Were 
well you knew your interest.** 

!^ If my interest depended on sudi a 
niBere&nt as thou,** repUed Perdinand, 
^ I Would throw it from me with dis- 
diin. Sure tift>u hast fi»Egottra Who I 
mo, and wlio thou art ?** . 

^*Iam 
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' '' I:am What I setm/' aniYiremi Beui- 
liopt, passionately, '' while yaa^i^ 



<* Ferdinand De Hiaffivan*" nspli«d 
h^ with firmness; "' and tibou art^^-ob- 
serve me well-*-^ base &<»sassiii^ li.BiU^ 
deter, one who wsylaid me cm ay 'vny 
from tiie canvent of 8t. Mioy'i^ mA 
stubbed) me twice in the ^de. \ C^fntlt 
thoa doxy that ?" . -' : • 

' ^ Noi^nottoyou: but who empl^jri^ 
me?* ' * 

, ^ Is that to me a ques%>Q:?'' irq))}||^ 
Ferdinand, witii increased, hpughtinesitt 
fMn muder all are principals : ti^ofhw4 
only thou, wert the perpetrator, . ai^ §p 
thee cmly shall my vengeimce faU«^ ^i:^ 

^ My lordf*' said Deuhopt, .in j^i^ 
sdarmed tone, " your fcth«v— ^" . - 
^ Speak not of my father,** interrvpte^ 
JFerdiimnd, quiddy ; '' dare n^t polkU^ 
my &ther*s name with thy lip3. It WM 
thou that stabbed me, and before, .the 
judges, I need no more to ocAdentii ^Kie 
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At IfrsitothetortUK^ and then td the 

'^Sut, my lord, I can bring fbrtk 

claims that will "^ 

' ^< Bfing^ them forth then^'' retamed 
iVidinand ; ^ for mbat will not the ratm^ 
deieraffiim to sa^ehis forfeit life? Bat 
^here Bte thy proofs? Go^ go» Deu^ 
Jmpt; lamnatqmaniobescared::!^ 
life hangs upon my mercy, therelcKeix^ 
Jmntel'Iammit to be tr^Led with: my 
faonoiif is dearer, to me than my lif«H^ 
«»idtrtluit^ imd th^i diest! Wanow^ 
^ thinks mdafttftnd eaeh'OtiieK. Bc^ 
tnre tc^thy chamber: all neccsaaian will 
be idbwed thee. I diall be absent senile 
time, but I ekpect to &id thee on my 
tetmrn, oc look* to it It is not the 
narrow boundl of Germany^ ^^f ^ 
SVance, that shall ^nceal tfaee ipom my 
vefigeAnce ; I would search £uxope to 
lid the world df a villain/' 
' Deuhopt attempted to r^y^ but Fer^ 
iffifiaild intmupted hhn by saying*-^ 

**Away! 
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^ Awmyi tanauter vmeamUi^^^ility lift ^ 
pends upon tiby prudeneet-«^WhatiKfcl > 
GmAey I attmi Dctfliopt tor hikxAvaxm 
bar." '/•.'. 0.' i 

Deniiopt had no dovdA, fitomvUie spU 
ik iof iDe Hofl&mn, but :tlmt lie irasitsp^ 
abfe of all he tJuoMiMd, andidUMalwe 
«fl[i8id0fati0h faefdtMnisdf teiBkifi^ift 
Im jfcmm. Hie mord of so lidi. arit 
j pa wttfti i a lord nould «idat:dili|<Hyi te 
taken befofa Idbat i3f an mikxunwti dmi* 
j^er^ whooniMrtbcouU' Wiooiivktadddf 
«n attempt to .aanmaiate iiAie^^tMHulia 
aoeused. In Hie mind cf i&eataipt, l9ie 
anoganoat^f liie kteeount appealed nou 
tUog'td that of lEVsr^aiid ; alid^eubitt^ 
tak own 'fitUy for faaving teft a peaeeftft 
iiotne^ ki aulten ^flence he accompaiiieil 
<2e<)A«y to his apartment. 

On the ensuing mon&tg, i^enHonaAA 
left Biwnem, and embarked on boanl a 
vessel bound for England. 

Geo^irey, attentive to bi$ mai^ter^s 
icommands^ repaired to <iie convent wi& 
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hefSL and the letter for th6 alD^bessr; 
Her mrpdse when ehe healrA of De Hofil 
HMw's de^artare sctrpai^eKl ail bounds 
She bad thoi^ght fn» absence long froHl 
iite ediTv«iit^ yM afttribiifed it merety to 
his grief for bis father^ death ; but that 
beflfaould leave BreoKR without seeing 
m tahing leare'of l&eib; astonished her: 
His letter bespoke tmeasiness ; but.sure^ 
If heofpdd, however worth j, was not to 
be considered as so Aearty oeneemed in 
his welfare as hefrself orCkrice? ^lo 
also Mt disappointed on account of Iaa«i 
bcfti wfaon)> ^e had flattered herself, he 
wa$ ^Kranrmly attached to ; and- after read'* 
11^ the letter, she presented it to Clarice; 
sajring*^'^ All our friends are welcome 
|a see this letter ; for if among a multi^ 
tude of counsellors there is wisdom, aonio 
one may undenstand his motives, whieh, 
I conjfessi I do nof 

Clarice read it attentively.—" I am as 
much at a loss as yourself,'' replied she, 

•l^d 
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"«jd am fqntfUy 4i#p¥afqdirPF,pqi|^B» 
uiore ap, at his uAaoco^p^al^ ^€g)k44^(^ 

The possesaim of iwr^tb aii4v^fJ!IJ(^ m?^ 
hav^the same i^^(^ton bim,the]r:J^d*on 
bis fathfr ; be, I g4ey^t«h.sByi,\{^i)pi^ 
estimable aftferwvdsJ* ^ 

*' My dear CIarice9''^ansiWjered tb^^Vt 
\fess, ** ^p^k not so bitterly. ,Tb^ 9FVMA 
is» I trust, at rest ; his virtues ^oiJ^4?f! 
remembered, and his errors for^^iy 
Dame Alice here, is our el4eihf 1^ -^^^ 
cea4 it, and give us her i^nbiasfe^tju^^ 
mentuponif ^ . .; ^i^iil, 

The dame took the lett^ withanj^h 
desty, and reading it a^tentivf ly,, |rep)ied 
-*-*'^ To judge from this^ I sliou]|d thi^Ji, 
sopie secret uneasiness^^ taj^h?^ t^9n,,4l$r. 
respect or wilfulness, has occasioned tbIS; 
seeming neglect in your nephcMr. : He 
entreats you to suspend your judgm^iitb 
till his return. He says also^ that he 9fA& 
from a necessity that rends his heai:^ ; 
and undoubtedly, should aught hajppen 
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ftf^cuf^hi^t Ms day«i in tTiat box/ con- 
fiSdt to your card, you will find a suffi- 
cient reason for his conduct——'* 
*' "'Dear dame,'* intertupted Isabel^ 

* though he has behav*d uripardohably^ 
why talk of hi{k death? I protest it 
mi^es trie shtidder. I hope he will live 
msuiy years, and to excuse himself^ td 
the satisfaction of the abbess and ^ster 
Giafieei'* 

• ** I trust he wiU,*^ replied Cbrieei 
^Jfly. first anger past, I adopt your geod 
dame's opinion. But come—you are 
dso to* read the letter." 

Ai she spoke, she presented it to Mar- 
gaarM, who, as she read the contents, the 
iinpatient Isabel looked over her shoiiU 
der. ' 

•^ If my humble opinion may be ad- 
Vabeckl^ I think my noMe friend will 
hiei^eafter clear himself from blame," said 
Margaret. 

•* No, that he cannot," replied Isabel, 
petulantly. **What! to go without even 

biddmg 
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Uddiog his kind aunts fareivellf Sureljr 
that is unpardonable ? For me^ I ii»i 
not expeet it^ though^ out of vaspeet to 
the abbess, he might hvre done ao. I 
hope I shall go home-^I never wish to 
see him again.'^ 

^ Do you wish then to leasve vl% Isa* 
bel?'' said tke aUbess, fixii^ her ej^ea 
upon her* 

*' No, on my life ! But I am so aasgry^ 
I oould say any thing. Leopold is a 
good youtii, and I love him ; but Ferdi- 
nand has otfa^ friends, who esteem hioa 
as mueh as Leopold, and he shoidd not 
negleot them.'' 

" My dear child," said the a1;d>es6, *'tbe 
young heart knows no disguise. Ti¥>d 
eitha: lovest Ferdinand too little^ or too^ 
much. That knowledge amo9g friends 
is nothing ; but beware how thou plaoeirt? 
tiiy afifection, until assured, of the worth 
of the object. Nay, blush not Retire 
with thy sister Mai^aret, and converse 
feeely.'^ 

Isabel 
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' Isabel waited no" sfeciond permission. 
But, 'accompanied by Margaret, retired. 
-i-'^'I am veked' beyond measure,'* said 
<he, tmi^tin^ Ihto tekts^ and ccHicealing 
6er'i^A3e on Itfar^ret'^' shoulder : " now 
\AVl everf oiie think that I 'am a bold 
fbrWard giil,* and that I love Ferdinand." 

** No onewSl think any thing dero- 
gatory to my beloved Isabel," replied 
Margaret. ** If Ferdinand proves worr 
thy^, and hereafter kdy De Launcy'i^ 
consent could be iobtained, sure there 
would be' lio disgrace on either side ?". 

** But he hates me, Margaret.'* 
Why should you think so ?** 
His conduct plainly shews it But 
I don't care — I hope to, live with you, 
Margaret. I shall soon forget him." 

•* If it be necessary; I hope you will, 
l^orme," said Margaret, with a sigh, "I 
k$ve been, ever since I came into the 
coBventy examining my heart, , and I am 
qui^ $ure I shall never marry.** 

** Nor I>** echoed Isabel " You, per- 
TOLi liL L haps. 
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'< Nevfir;! WMireiM} Mfdgmt "^iSl 
am acbiicwli^d^edi.theilftvi^ 
of tb^ bouae of Filowalltor; f 1 riuril ismH 
cbure to diagtaee it by mx Hl-sortdi niH 
mg^ i if my ebdm is diaaUoivie%I ipffi 
biii^ (^m6 iafto Ino mab^ijfwd^'' / 

/' Maiigwal^^ saU IsabeW ahictirilljr, 
*' bast tbom wet 9^00. tb^? maa^iiiiRi 
oo|^t m^e to.matty ?" ^t [; ; . 

Maj^arel ftvwted her Ubukfauig fmm 
«t^'Mf»'* 6ai4 flbt^ '' I hadLlww bonidii 
humble Itfe/ and LeopoUiraidk krFed«a« 
I wxMild haTe fiitto wed bwi thsoil#idut 
the worUl: as it is^thmi knowaot l dfft)& 
not thiwk of bim." » » -^ 

'^ If I may judge >by bia hmkBummst 
he a ki0g» be would tbiiik pi ydo^ Ate»- 
gfiret« ^ If people 9ar^'.ga0di whafe latiKre 
jp- blood? If Fexdiiwad bad lovod iim 
I would ba¥e workQd(*-«a92^ aniw bam 
b«gged withuhwi. '. n» i > .ui.jiiw 

*' So wouibi. Jwt I»" said M«gMsi» 
**. t would not <»/gfeatl|jrv lurjte «jwed 

,^ r -.11 .;i: faimk 
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Ir^r maonjr. Mijeopc^ I iint#t nPit itttek 

pMed Is£ibd. '' Hdghwfao ! I d&a't^mtA 
like it oaither : nuns are gc)od ivoiiden, and 
I love them, but yet I ^ould like «uch 
a huvbaiid w Ferdinand better. I love 
duldren too, Margaret. Nuns have no- 
children, and I often think how happy 
women are who have children. I don't 
believe^ ;o» second thoughts^ I shouhl 
like to foe a nun." 

: ** Now, I think I should/' auMrered 
Margaret. ^^ If I loved any one, and he 
was worthy of my affection, but l^at 
tmtows^ piKumstances prevented our 
^laion, I would, fwsaking all others, de- 
jrdl» myself to Heaven. In my mom- 
ing, wxm, and evening prayers, I would 
resaembw him, md mingliBg his idea 
with my devotions, consider mysdf his 
spouse, if not on earth, in that 
i^ L» world 
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world where ihe hanow diitinctioiis of 
wealth and birth Will be forgotten." . 

In such discouise, the sbters passed 
the time» tSl called to ^e rdectory to 
dinner. - 

* 
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CHAPTER XIV. 



The vfissel . whi^ oonveyed Leopold, 
with a fiiur wind, safely reached Hull, 
where the youth purchasing himself a 
^lorse, j^nd using l^i^t utmost speed, took 
jthe way to Northumberland. On his 
reaching the hainlet, to his utter vexa- 
tion he learned, that. only two dilys be^ 
fore, the fHar, eso(»rted by.DeLauncy 
and his men, ML set out for the metro- 
polls, in order tp take his t|ial; 

Weary and exhausted, he repaired to 
David's cottage, but found the good old 
man was abo gone. Bridget pressed 
him to stfiy and take rest;, but fearful of 
causing suspicion, he declined it, and re* 
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solved to piss tlie liiglit in Austin's de^ 
setted cave. ' 

As his mind was too niudl disturi>ed 
to suffer him to sleep early, he tesolved 
to repair to 9V M$rg»t:lgs, and spend an 
hour before he attempted to rest. He 
walked through the cloisters into the 
nave of the chapel : the moon shcme 
hright rtirou^ the *atterM ^wtodO^i 
and beamed its elear and soft ISgfat over 
the objects 4hat80frou«ded*hfft». j>w 

Casting his ejes toi^ard^ Che iedtas^/ffir 
a momen* he kna^nfea 'he dlitovenNl 
Austin kneeling, but cheeking- iSik 
thbuglit, he «aid — * Wh^ are ye, f ^ray, 
that eomeao late to y«ttr db^c^ons ^-^A 
i^ranger, I deem ; ftr tlie cofrta^cMr ^i^h 
the chapel, unless by day%htfP' *' ^ '^x^ 

*» You judge trely,^ repli<*d «^'p«l 
son, rising. * I came m«is*y td'oifeap 
up my thai^. I but readied '^e coast 
in the afternoon, %he*ie W^wieri* obliged 
toputirif6f^tre6sof^*r*ath»/ -Ffeave 

Idft 
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left tta9^Aq^,0Md bf €My jmiitfiey^ I tmst, 
islttll readli my tBetMlUty to die; for 
MMnty MBio^^ 09et my 

sinful head." ' 

^ '^ Y<m aiQ a pinec^ l^eb, father?" an- 
girered Ijeg>p()ld: '^ cm I •assist you ? I 
bav« momy that tiie genemos 'doncM^^ 
will thkdt wetl Mgjoetit 'm this cause. 
Hwrtefn)flahi3ii0eisyo«riiioiiaste , 

V ^ Ateaf ikiy^on, I belong to the Be^ 
oidictkteB 4)f Whitecfaati^l)'' said the 
ftiar. "^ At afty age th6 J4][)Hniey will be 
j^g, hilt my toetfatfen will assist me on 
aaqjf way**? 

^ "^ lam houMft tO; Londcmt fiitbar," an^ 
swerad iieopdld : '^ If you ^m ride on 
hidMebaek^ I Wfill funndsh you with a 
hone; but yottp pace I eannot k^ep, for 
business of th^ utmost import demands 
lay pywcjitiee.'* 

>* If It be good," replied the Benedic- 
tine, '* God speed you !" 

''tti9good,&iar,^ ttiswered Leq^old : 
^^ it is the caute of an upright and per*- 

L 4 secutedig 
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samtod niWt4«|d<if:anlid|d£88.0r|ili^ 

'' Tliaii," aaidt^ Benedidans, '' coiiM 
my pnjmt give tby horaenmiigs inttead 
of feet, he should have tfattm/ 

'' lUd ycMii joiimcyed here some lime 
since,'* replied Leopold, ^^ you ipronld 
have n^ a warm ^n^elootte from a kind 
friar, to whom I am aow gtAng." 

'' I would it bad been so!" answeied 
the Beiiedictine: ''as it is, I know no one 
in this vicinity. I hoped to have^asca 
a worthy master and misivesa to yonder 
eastie, whom, some nineteen jrenrs sinoc^ 
I remembered a noble jrouth aiid alove^ 
ly maid; but on inquiring, I find: they 
have pressed be^inre me to .the. giaveJ* 

'* Nineteen y^aN*" repeated Leop^dd, 
afta-a pause: '' thattfaeR must havefaesn 
the late baron Fitzwalter ?" ^ 

'' It was,'* answered the Benedictine^ - 
'' and a gentle maid caUedl Blandi Stan- 
ley." ^ ^ . • . .. 

'' Graeious powers r etcdaimed fjeq- 
pold, '' yon then knew them ? Their 

daughter 



■V! 



daughter, k now in a cialivent at Bre- 
mmiki the ifinar I i^ke of is persecuted, 
is^en to death, on her aoeount, merely 
lor affirmilig that she ia lagifjmate." 
. ^ And. vfho i dare: say she is not so ?'' 
demanded the fruu*. 

• "^The baroifti second wifi^ and her 
upstart lotd. . A tiial is How' depend* 
mg; «id. I had. not tarried to^nighf^ but 
to rest 'my korsto, wbo coidd proceed no 
toB&BT. V I mys^ am retuttied from 
Bmncsi, wheie I attended the lady Maiw 
Ijvet Fitswalter. I hndedat^Hull^ and 
not knowing, but the friar was still im^ 
prisoned /at the ei^rtle, have Ibst my thne 
in comfkig hither.'' 

: ^^Perfaapsv^Ae itime may not be en- 
tirdy lost,": vipliedille priest ''Is there 
no profrf^of this orphan's legitimacy ?" 

^ Yes^ fiitter, we have some to In'ing 
forward^ which, no doubt, will content 
all good, men," , 

'' Whew wefe the pairties wedded ?" 
said: the Benedictine. 

L« ' "Even 






<'£Ten at this broken altar, fiither, I 
am told : )>iit, alas! the i ^w a q id piiest 
that married them went oii a misaioit t» 
Indii^ hom whence he iieirer yetvumcdt 
and there is no regular entrjr of die mar- 
nage. 

^ You CMstake,'^ fcpMcd tiie Benedic- 
tine : ^ the fether iindeed weat bn a vaiu 
sum to India, and has rinee beferi m Nor^ 
way, and Ifiiuij in the Scxxtfish ifllM, in 
all of which countries he has auflfcRd 
innumerable diftralties ; bid: <xod hafti, 
in hia wisdom, bomehim^tiirough theiii^ 
to do one piece of justioe ere he dia'^ 

** Fadier !^ said Leopek^ iii a votoe^^ 
astonishment. 

^ I am that man. At4Msd|tair T wed- 
ded the youthful pair; twoiebmeitieswvM 
alone the witnessea : tiieif i|>mona 1 Mi» 
collect, but their nannl hairefoi^goCten." 

Leopold appcawd frantio with jojr; 
he caught the friar in his wmB,' and had 
he, instead oif de^aring* MargaMt*i legi- 
timacy, informed hiixt he waa lite nghtibl 
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owfijer 0f thi^ ddmaiii> he eouM Hot hav^ 
tiestified more unbounded rapture. 

At Iei]^h, wmelvhat more composed, 
he ecmiliteted his aged friend to David'i^ 
cottage, where he left him to the care of 
Bridget, hiiiMelf retumihg ta the fnar's 
cell to pa^ tb^ night. 

He toab kt entlj day ; and as he had 
less fear, as the holders of the castle were 
ab^e^l^ went ^to David's, where he 
llEQQght his horse, who had browsed dur- 
ing tibe night round the cave. He in- 
sisted on die father's using it, while him- 
sdf walked by his side till noon, when 
be purchased another horse of a traveller, 
whom they met in their way. 

Xieopold was now bewildered how to 
act. He was anxious to reach Liondon, 
491 accmmt of Austin, but was fearful of 
leaving tile Benedictine, who was feeble 
with age, kst any vexatious accident 
should h^j^pen him by the way, and de- 
prive the mqpdban Margaret of the person 
who could, beyond dispute, authenticate 
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her pareBts* marriage, and oonfiequently 
her own claim. 

Thk oon^idemtion determined him. 
He used, however, as much speed as 
could be done consistent with the friar's 
safety, and without accident reached 
London, though not so early as he wish- 
ed, for Austin's trial had, taken place 
that same day. f 
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CHAPtER XV. 
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Previous to Leppold's aimal in Epg- 
land, lord De Launcy.badi neglected no 
step to aiTBQg^ the expected trialin his 
favour. He sent his srai, Richard to 
LfOndoii; and as he befpr^ . only , held 
Austin, without a lawAil right tp do so, 
he now ol^tained the king's ,ord^ to de- 
tain him, until;: he apswered the high 
charges laid against hiin. He was first 
accused of using diabolical arts to en- 
snare the affections of Marg^uet Fitz- 
waiter, as nothing kss: ooul4 effect the 
strong attachment she had to. hipa. Se- 
Qondlj^f of having stolen, in the dead of 
night, the said Margaret, an^i conveyed 
herwh^re..na one couldv disopvq^, and. 
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wliere he refused to toll* Imt with dndiiBr 
villany gloried in 1m canme. T^ax^j^ 
and kuitly, with employing Cut^iberty an 
i^[>|mrent Etbiopian, Init who doubtlesS; 
was an agent jof hett, tOQwkiplete.his diap 
bolical intention, as he, the said Cuth- 
bert, in staren|^h and activity, of which 
he had fpvea pro(^ while in the qutle^ 
sorpasMd alt mortal ittm» « he also did 
» hislskni in mviste; 
r Stteh WW 1^ X>e LaMUej^ ehargi^ 
against? ' AoftitK^nol that h0 Imns^ b^ 
Keved it4 Imt to ehat^ a pridst w^h aor^ 
eWy and sedli^tlMi; was at oncesttildlig 
at the Mofr of Wlili^ 'ittd he had iK^ 
dbiibt w^u)d^ecitiAstaQ» hitntb tiil»*$tak#^ 
Before lie eotaM 6lj^ IIMKV^ H Mtil ti>^ 
prorve Margarelf^ HHhr^flK. 

In the meanti]!^, the FlMidMttABf iMMt 
mat been iAe. Th^y patftilon^ tliQ i^tag, 
by thefa^ superior, tO'be at%il{«bDr sathe 
cause hinnsdf^ and idto efhis gueiotia 
goodness; t& tHifl^'tei be kid befibre htei 
ifhe pMOft" -Austiti h«d t^ pfodUee of 

Margaret's 



Jllteii^wt^&tegiiiix^ The king gmito' 
ed theftrsipartoftfaepet^ ami ap» 
fiointed a time for the trial of Austin'; 
but fim tht/t'wespe^ting Masgavef s taittb* 
ii|^rt;^>he • cnrdared it t<> be Ae^aymA^m he 
m» infiHtiiiM 1^ Bidhard DeLanticyv 
tliftt bi» faOfev^oiilA -wil^ mcaotfy attibt 
pi«8eiit»'prooRreithe proof he Uad oitlie 
fiikdiMd of llieiff a&^^ This^ftillk 
terfuge was plainly the art of De 3Li«n4> 
cjr^* but M'iliete was Q»kdtcffriittiiT8, they 
iK^e oUiged to suhmil:>'i 

' At kmn^h the tAina uppcdated fbr tile 
toial chrew m git Ijaily IjteiLai«Kgrivnd| 
a*splendid tfain but an achiag heact^ del 
p«t4:ed€r8i>lbr lumdail^fdii baiOfli and 
dcMneaf hibdfmm*w flctou 
Aiistin, whelblioired in a Itfvrtdayaaftm 
^e distwaaef thevmndacii leeiag Aiia^ 
tm' takMt ftom Ittani wdiindedi:lie^pri4e 
faf De liaHMy^'findfoiedd tMM-firon the 
eyea' of AmtinV' ^Tfaey fiilkmeii liie c»« 
inieadeferhittee with ^leyan and ^c^^ 
commending their gooi 'fetierte tiie 
" V J protection 



protectian of evetyaaint. whose nettie 
mifaim wmid 'sqflfert to ooeur . to their 
raiiembmiice.' > . ' > 
. He Immsff v^BLoA bqrond his p*^ 
iieiMe, onkrdd theihorseineD to ufi^ th(^ 
utmoft spead, aod^to leave hdiiiid them 
sounds so dtsi^rseaUe to jhk ear, and 
at length eiiooKd^ in -entirely loskig 
aU sight and hiavqpigi of the.diatiessed 
peaaaiitii - i - - - 

In less, than tiiMe^ weeks th^ xeadhed 
the capital^ whare Austin wHs lAimedi*^ 
atdy*lodged^ k^iipmon, end. qrdered to 
pnwide.for Ins trials . w^ieh wias speec^ 
to^takie-^aea'.i-" >- rnri r .^i 
; The fisar faeaid it unihov^ He^had 
tely wished iw tfie pveaenoe of Leop^ 
who mi|^ he /cehdudedyjhafre retumei- 
witkdieiconfiMBidii'^for.he waa'itninfeBn- 
edo£theistoem.that hadiei^|thetted theb 
pa88age)«-H»ot that iobi pnoamt it woiild 
be usefiidt aa die triid wasionly on Ms 
awnatoount;/but ke feared itf not. beii^ 
produced in .tiua „ 

. The 
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"Hie veneia^l^ steipr, Dafvid, tilougli 
weak 1 with age» by the bounty of the 
Fisnciscaiis abo made shift iso readi the 
ciq>ital» in older to omrohcHnEte, by his 
jtestiHMMiy^ if oelled upon* the truth of 
what the Ater imgfat advwiee. 

The day of trial was at Imgth fticed. 
De Launey engaged the moat skil* 
fill lawyers 'in th0 metropofis agakiat 
the fiiar, while, on Ins part, he Was mi* 
8tt{q[>ort^/ bat by int^rity aid the jus- 
tioe of llis«cflaisa 

At l^^iii the appointed moining nw 
•rived; a. strcM&g eseort guaided Ausfeita 
to the great Hall at Westminster, where 
the trial was to talce place. Hie angu- 
larity of ^te MtiBomOm had collected 
tj»€ne idl the ^loUes <^ tlteldi^doin, as 
it bad thiodgh the staMts. Ihe common 
people^ to see a man to whom rumour 
itnputed $udi< heavy crfmes. 

Wtttiaftrostep and a somie coun- 
tenance, *tftie friar passed on his way. 

His 
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ii» fitoe^vvw stadied:' bjr Ms/ :«a^ 

knsdhjriDondBiias 1^^ TJte 

vi9Ma;f «dl iiifeQe iM fiM^le «af^t«sM4 
their abhomnn at hi»>«iteia3, his per^ 

itM pityv- • • 

On reid4og^ «lte hail, the i«rak» of 
tlw ]pfiMfi gmi Attilhi' li^ tha Gtte of 
pfapflT' irifctf ii ' .4Ib^' ar. trfM(l;titooiie of 
state sat the king, dreiM»d in his iroyA 

dott wem ]^taad^ im ftooli Ml taeh slibi 
tf fahn, hoi; iliiArty dowiM ^aad ekifta 
^vwe^appdnted t^ ^Mtte* MaMly «fv«rf 
iiroidltetpaisei'flNsmtlieiN^ 9110 
nobifitp ^!imite M^ nl gtllevlte, in^tiie 
gapmtm ^ lil liie iTfattmsoHl iMtitu- 
tfam&in Mmihini^dim attMided t» hear 
the ev^it. Jbmd X>e^Iiiuil«^, nHA hU 
floo^ )amp9m^ nAMbmoHica^ ittindtteady, 
when b*ll0l lipett; and fttdlehtr wm* 

placed 



y * • 



phced Hk fibr^^ witb a gAnd Itthiiidi 
him, flM at «Mie>dblmee'die aged{Da;> 
^1 veoAyy if oatted-iipcii. ' > ? ^ /« 
" The SvidiQdineiit was. 4[^ it 

iMusedtlie rfiiar of somery* wnd secho* 
liiMi/smdlieiA^'calMti^^ to anaivw, 
ii4ietlier k« » leatiU >]pleMk gvAiy or • nut 
guilty?; ••! ^•••"'•^••. •-' 

^^ft if Sv«ft 7011 prare y mansdf m^** 
wtwned: Timryi -^ it witt swpe^jnrmr Imil 

ityflom.'Ae'»tak«f»"'*'i ''• .-i -!*- 

'^/Ae mnie^ubiMse Ime^^wimld: lie Imb 
titis» that ki&n$iSti&k.^yi 

De^Xouncf ' c^icdte flftfe ' lie nikfbei, 
M that Haftadteard^ lAjMlin^ tal^ 
crpiiis Mridflfiw in^^«]liugaMrrCive, 
where he was said to hwt gaimd^ hy 
Iffs art; '»t nnstffrjr ovep^ cartiiiii aril 
0pjipit9 that faalbro 'fivqiiaiit^ TUtgk 
ha wM on tartas of ^eiidsh]|i with the 

late 



nM^ and that afklr lihe fittndtt%fd&ilh 
Ae¥^ed the ma8t^^i3rdiHigiMf>^4(»)idnesj^ 
finr : his 'baae^lNim 'fdlK^iittti^ Mal*g^ 
iifrike,. as • ihe^/gi«w-' tip, ediitnify to th^ 
jMnner of ddl^brdn, woiild^lortc&e^d^iy 
tilingi tojwi the fimriiii firesfef at-the 
oM ehapel. That the priest had tai^dt 
tor fyp^i^ hngMgeih M& nippsaxiniAy 
'QriiiMd-faer yt6>^pQMesa 'indte' kAbwledgft 
than w«8 neeeHtary) f<»r a/woman^jfei^^ 
1^ was an En^ishiyainan» fftid in- all 
yidbaikSity) wonld'have^been wedd^^^ 
loaiiEligttflliimn, abe oraULtarreno fi^ 
per use fcnr moK tkui her motifeier tongtitei^ 
J^IiavtH^ tlian i«lattd<thctlntr0dii(MSdR 
of Cu^faeit^ \^omfhe»)ip<j^tyf iMsr^^^^ 
ployed bjri Auattai, and as a pdTsotf '<^ 
auiK thmi mmbA stren^tVift^^doni hk 
jslaU imiaMM&ewslippMed to^pOBsess su|)er« 

; ; /]U]^lald^'D6 iLaai^ n^axt called. 
Ht]eareAi%t«w«a)ed Ida tmn* dts^ 
againM Mutgaio^ hut daalaved that the 

ni^t 



i^ tlum]|^i^M(e'>0f the' igaUeiiei' with 
Ufi^naakii the kuap bemg; oitifigimheiK 
be had nedved so; severe a Uov^ <tbal 
|t ahnoflt itonned him.' ^ <../ n. 
. GiU)erfc coni^boiated^thbiaoQpuplA^ 
4«elaiing/ti[iat,fae hinuiei^ fidoeiwodltfie^ 
9fldifakyiiir8» . audi that^ ha firail^ i'toeiered 
from^a.hoof, nfbw-thm u baad^ Jl^fttt w 

/ThoEiaa /nest swdrer that i f^MiV 
j^hroiqi^h the hall he saw the gales uofaacii 
«ei^ and the^farid0e:dofm,tbBtJttlat;oI^ 
leaving th6 spoti<ftxr the Sfpeeof tvmum 
jMites^ OB.Ius^rbtuni he&ipdaft^f/fiiera 
aeciued-*^« oreuflastaneei impoanUe in 
ao ifaert a time by^mortal^eaatt. : 

VvTheaecwaation/b^iov MiK^^ the 
Ibi^^ replied*^^ Youtheai^ ftiar, iJvfaat is 

Mill iW(itii^traA^o-a»i^Arasav^ 
4he latowntMdlMniBlaiid tiia gsikjril 

•'u'f uALmn^niiii^liidifiiaKTztofi itaidyMv 
♦ *•♦ I*.' *< you 
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dxteen yean is bhmI tnnrpibiit:>«fli;tb 

ilMiig».fiNr Xisanr mi dMv* mr.httnilaiiqf 

i^ wiribadxM m y j tf > * * ^ 'il ^ ":« i 

^* Youthen oon^ your gidit^.aai 
tafciqpliedioiie of tOcr. Ittmcy'iKimitfnHelr 

'^IpiAy ye|p3r6.mfttiDwc».I an jpM 
Ifippnt .of/ipieeh, iM: dnlW iai tte 
adblklieiiiofifyottr bir* /Ir iutiu i i^ i 
no mm^^Mmi lmmA -Mm^iim mm\wA: 
myself; te I ^atatmiAjaikffhdt tkmmlmki^ 
and hViJMiigii flf yy gfcfatiCkndbnr apaaad 
aixiviid^ .ani Jaraiki » tnDthiag >lmt i thaafe 
aoimdS'^^iflttdi>toMSiir(^liaai* wUspenad 
JKaalacpg^wnAjw^riare^lJi iWi iilte ihnn> 
ctei^jana^ tUa iaifllittMdl)iaditd«> liafc 
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my power tmwtmti irmikii tkatl^ ::'M:fi 
pttieefiil tmimir imilkm/oikvm. hfUkisSmd 
thoar ftws tiiat limyeeisntgyibsttiis^h^ 

fA ife imtib:lQWlidiiaBi:fw4:h«^f 
$m4 Mf tlu0 tnan ift aafei^atiuli >tlmBi^ 
wby shovid imot m% iiiki»oiily4ysiDDepirf 
9mEia%^i^ Far tlM bEOQiiLiWiHi^ 
waltaTir he ^^wi o^idteimft fidhnd^/iyiMte 
Mkhar ^aonoivv -mKmm^Iiuimeh evoni -^ 

gTHfw ooihU tttWifixMLlSUtl JiiiKHUt 

iBttQliiaftimi^ 1x1; haye/iiMdwridrihiMii 
My kiiHlKr\«MjblDaintib^ 

inisMs,JMtidBgd ilnthi (IhpKnBidtviBlteGk 
£touitey,0f hyhiakl cmrfatingyPMiii ■ (f^ 

faonnDi died ill libevA^iiw irfipiftilqN^iu^ 
». 'i UMaoms 
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ii«ver bkssM' a parent tree ; 
Imt if eitlMT had a impeiicxr didm on m^ 
Idt^ it was Margaret, Ibr horhelpless^ 
her oqihan state. Aflbction begeti rf. 
ftctioQt and while I r^arAed Maigatet 
as my GhOd, Bhe iimsuiUf Itiarmed to 
oonsider me as aftther. Byihe instnie- 
tion of a go6d dame Ae was early pious, 
aad flietdhre teadilyjottied in devotion, 
wfaerevershe Ibuad it; and reHgion, I 
pramme, savours neither' of aoteery nor 
sediictibn. As to 'foreign langoi^ges, I 
taught her only one; I ipieved k> lee 
her edueaftieii ne^ected, and vishad to 
remedy die deisat stt* m^imy -p6^wcr.-i-- 
And now to i^eak of Cu<Mieit» as by 
that name yon know him. His des^ 
at the oasde was wiUiout my hlKiw^ 
ledge, though not wstbout ; my wishes, 
/ and I ju^^efhosewislies influenced liim 

If to act as he did. I oonsidered the <Mr- 

phan indai^er^and'Ue^ with the warmth 
of youth, resrived to snatoh her finua it, 
though she was mkknown, iir be had 
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tbep ae^er even ^ee^ hef. ^b to his bo- 
dily straBgth or sk^U; &f the ^rst he 
fKMjieiSses a gopd con^itutioa^ whiefa, un* 
Viitii^ by lj»:!(iU75 aod mioQiwHpjked by 
^i9 the g^ of God to m<M^: of hfs 
^JUJl in musiis X koaw iw^hing* fov I n€- 
y^r eyen hieard him ^y." 

'' You confess you are acq^Mnted with 
^}» Cmthj^^t ti^en ?" laid ope of the 
lard De tiaiHicy'^ e«Mp«8l. 

'' I do; he G^me to EoglcHid fimn th^ 
lady-rjthfcfeas of the poiw^nt pf Sk. Mary'f » 
B«e]i^n» to bring qie newis of a pa^^ 
we hud Ijdng spught, as neoes^ary to a^ 
thientseiite Margaret's birthright." 

'^ You also confess/' said the counsels 
^^ you epdployed this ^apa^ Cuthbert tp 
convey away Margaret Fitzwalter ?" 

" jRToi^he eiLeeuted Hiy wishes un- 
known to ipe," answered Austjoi. '* By 
her dopemrat she was saved from the 
violenqe of Bieliard De Launcy, who 
Umi same night meant to hav^ borne her 
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away, to which intention both hiEr ' mfti 
Gilbert and Thomas were aeeessaryJ^ ^ ^' 

'^ It is not the guilt of others, £isar, 
that is now the question, but to* exool* 
pate your own," ssad one of tiielawyeia^^ 

'> Where now," interrupted ^^Ung, 
'* is Margaret Fitzwalter ?*-^*oaii theiMikr 
produee her?" 

•• My liege, I have heitfd no newa Jof 
her isinceher departure ftom Enghniil^ 
thoogh I have expected it daSy. ^iHmd 
the ^iea has been as nmrciless ta^kevJi^ 
her^oppressOrs here, die is, longaendPtMs; 
ii^tb the virtuous guar^n of lier^vrtii, 
the venerable Alice, under the ptfottdtten 
of the Myess of St. Mary^s, tf^wmiaHn 
dignified by her rank, but m^ft^^l^iher 
sufferings and virtue--4he Ht:^ei|tlfi&tf0ss 
in Germany, and niece to bi^ fafoliness 
the pope. There, my liege, my j^tic- 
ihn and sorcery placed her.** 

De Launcy was astonished and con- 
founded, when he heard Margwet was so 

highly 
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hi^ly pmtiieted; but reoovmng him- 
sdf be; 6aidtM«^V PaMksi, my liege ; but is 
tiie f)a|sermd roof to be violated by mid« 
»i^bt4iitruders, and the peaee of families 
hnkem on by liie deep-laid designs of 
TQeddling piiests, whom interest or a love 
e^id&slurbimGe may aetuate ?'' 

** Undoubtedly not,** replied Henry ; 
^^vA I now think, to have oomiwehend* 
ediii^a business aright, it would faav0 
Imm itequu&te to have began the investi'* 
gitifiofby die fiattffl reasons* &t hia^ eX4 
tiaerdiiiaiy conduct. He eooSmeB, if 
lU)£fbaviflig faimsctf stolen Margaret^ M 
kattof^vingeini^oyed the person who 
didifio^ and that he was prindpaUy ooft^ 
eertiedi in placing her where she now k* 
Th^ propriety of the situation cannot be 
objected U>, nor does it appear that be is 
guilty of either s(»cery or sedu^on^ 
but simply of stealing, or rather, caus*> 
ing this maid to be stolen: you will 
dierefiore deliberate on tibe subject^ and 
|^W| me your opinion." 

m3 The 
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Tile jwdg^ «)nclih*d iH tlW kiffg% 
determitiotibn, and thi& f^iaVif^^ aO^ult- 
ted of all but being cbfitfi^rikd kk th6 
elo^eftient of Margaret ; bdt that ^m a 
dbhni^ of sttfiicient magnitude ^ a pl4^ 
to strike at his life. 

" Pronounce what sent^^nde yttU think 
rnost fitting,'' said the king ; ** blit fe- 
menahter mei-ey. The fliar his ntidoubt- 
cdly acted wrong, but hid head, fathei* 
than Ins heart, I think in fault/* 

** I thank yoti, my graeiotis Ite^e^^ttft 
crfeve to be heard once ino^ bfefoite *WI- 
tence ii pforiouheed. A maii, I b^ievfr, 
after lie h ebnvieted, eSttttot gitH im 
evidence, and inine i^ ihi** Atete^*^ 
in th^ e^^ de^ehdlhg, l^pec^ii^ «l(e 
birthright of Maigarft f iteW^OW'/^d^adi 
youif Wghness, thei'dfoiie, «lf ytAk godd*^ 
ness, siiifeir it to be pifotract^?" ^ : 

" ft is againsl the rule," ahsw61ped o»ie 
of the doiiri^eVt&ts ; "it carinot b*.*' 

* I addressed youi* tnaster,'* Jp*f)ll^ 
Austin, with some haughtilnesi^ ; *^ Wit>. 

since 
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sieioeit isagainst the rale, and I c$xmot, 
thov^ mest informed; be admitted a 
witness for tbe orphian Marg£tf et, I will 
chim fop her a protector, more powerful 
than mysel^-^^-one tvhose hcmoiur I dare 
not diipute.'' 

The whok asfiembly judged he meant 
a heavenly, rather than an earthly pro- 
teesiot ; but he speedDy undeceived them, 
for, before any one w^s aware of his in-' 
tendon, h6 rushed i^om tbe bar to the 
foot of th^ tbronei Md kneeling, laid a*^ 
s^0f&, ^kteh Prm ^obdealed under his 
g^t&m% at f h« king's feet.-*-'' I demand 
tat hfer," totttinued h^, " Aould I fell, 
by this tokefi, the prbtection of your 
^/Ibjb^i^Heiyty thi 8ix>efith is hostage 
jy* the debi(» qf the earl of BkhTnondr 
" Treascm ! tj^eei^on !" exclaimed a 
number of the spectators, rushing and 
seizing the friM' ; but the king himself, 
comttoanding Mlence, said — " Let bim 
loMe; give me the sword, that I may 
observe it cstosely/' 

Some 
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Some of the ocHirtieis .^rcisf jsiltd tilie 
sword. Henry too)s: it iia^ hi»/ hwdJP- 
" God'« truth r ssOd be, <'<|»ut tbi^ 
sword and I are old aoquaintanoQ; vW^< 
Iiiot heard? Let loose the ftjwfias 
yet I understand not this. Spei^ I; ^dtiar 
art thou? &r well { know th<»)k4rl^ i\ot{ 
wliat thou seemest" ., 91 3 

'' In. truth I am-'— sUnply ^ ppor :^m^ 
my l^egei ; notlurg more.** ; ,. . ^ j.s.ii 

i ?' Thai;" said the king, 'Vmajjf HinlMs 
shut wliat wert thou heretcfore %".» «][ 

*' That, if your grace w^uhl' l^o^i 
mu^t ))e for your jnivate ear^** aof^feied 
Austin. ** To. you, but to* no -o^flbi 
w^ilL I reveal my secret woes." , i ; > ; L ni- 
. " Shew him to the paJaKse," fi^JEf^iiii 
ry; "give him refreshment; I xfryj^js^j^, 
him an ibour hence in my doset.; j/ *' 

** My liege," replied De Laiipcy, >I^^ 
lips quivering with rage, " the hyporv. 
mte had a sword concealed : who knows 
what his fell mind may devise? i$e^ 
bath aforetime been mad." . j ^ 

^' Hath 



1^* Hath' he?* answered the king. 
*f Tii€« why hix)Ught you a madman hi- 
tbir? Do as I say; /feat not — why 
i^ioiild you?*- 

^ Austin threw open his garment. — " If 
ymi suspect me to be a murderer/* said 
he, wildly, •* you will judge less truly 
ere you die, unless it be speedily: but 
search; I have no weapon concealed, 
that you can reach. I have only one, 
milSMt is— « dagger in my own heart." 

" Indeed, my liege, he is mad.** said 
onfe of the courtiers. 
^ ^'- Then be ye wise," answered the 
kiRg, ** and do as ye are commanded ; 
and on me be the consequence. For 
the present, defer the sentence; break 
up' the court— I will no more to-day." 

" May it please your grace to adjourn 
the court till to-morrow then ?" said one 
of the judges. 

" At your pleasure," replied Henry. 
•* CH)serve my instructions ; and fare ye 
well r 

So 
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So saying, Henry arose and departed. 
The judges and counsellors regarded 
each other with astonishment; De 
Launcy gnashed his teeth in silent 
anguish, while the officers, ohedient to 
the king's eommand, conducted Auatin 
to the palace. 
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